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ANONYMOOS  PORTRAIT  GALLER! 

Of  Men  YoTi  Should  Know. 


Our  Portrait  Gallery  is  what  its  name  implies.  In  contains  148  por- 
traits of  prominent  men  of  our  time— men  whose  actions  are  among  our 
daily  topics  of  conversation.  Tt  is  anonymous,  as  no  names  are  ap- 
pended—only blanks,  that  the  reader  is  expected  to  fill,  if  he  can.  As 
most  people  are  more  or  less  deficient  in  acquaintance  with  the  features 
of  public  men,  the  Portrait  Gallery  forms  a  sort  of  puzzle,  and  as  such 
proves  a  source  of  entertainment  in  the  home  or  social  circle. 

As  to  its  Use  in  Schools, 

Our  suggestion  is  this  :  We  supply  the  Portrait  Gallery  at  very  low 
rates  for  school  use,  and  the  teacher  or  school  officer  can  at  little  cost 
procure  enough  to  place  a  copy  in  the  hands  of  every  pupil  of  the  class 
selected,  with  the  request  that  the  blanks  left  below  the  portraits  be 
filled  as  far  as  may  be,  and  the  book  returned  to  the  teacher  for  inspec- 
tion. Let  it  be  understood  that  the  scholars  are  to  find  out  the  facts  for 
themselves,  and  esi)eciallv  are  not  to  help  each  other,  as  the  scheme  is 
to  be  a  test  of  individual  knowledge  and  skill  in  procuring  information. 
Parents  and  friends  may  of  course  be  appealed  to,  but  these  can  give 
but  limited  aid,  and  can  only  stimulate  the  inteUigence  of  the  pupil  by 
suggestions  as  to  mode  of  search. 

^"A  Key  to  the  Portrait  Gallery  is  of  course  issued,  to  aid  the 
teacher  in  verifying  the  work  of  pupils,  but  this  Key  is  not  for  sale 
separately,  and  will  be  sent  only  to  the  person  sending  the  order  for 
papers  for  school  use. 

Since  every  pupil  should  have  some  acquaintance  with  the  prominent 
men  of  our  time— persons  whose  actions  are  or  have  l)een  topics  of 
public  and  private  discussion— we  think  that  teachers  who  have  the  in- 
terest of  their  pupils  at  heart,  will  be  glad  to  have  something  that  they 
can  use  as  at  once  a  test  of,  and  an  incentive  to,  the  study  of  current 
periodical  literature. 

Prices  for  Use  in  Schools: 

10     copies  (with  1  Key)      -        -       $    ,80 
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erers of  the  Continent  down  to  the  time  when  permanent  settlements 
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\  1/     'Tis  pleasant,  through  the  loopholes  of  retreat, 
fy'  <      To  peep  out  at  the  world,— to  see  the  stir 
/  Of  the  great  Babel,  and  not  feel  the  crowd. 

—Cowper. 
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QUESTIONS    FOR    THE  YEAR     1889-90. 


For    Use    at    Teachers'    Institutes,    School,  Town    and 
County    Exanninations. 


The  claim,  so  frequently  put  forth  in  arrogance,  that  our 
newspaper  press  is  one  of  the  greatest  educational  forces  of  the 
time,  cannot  be  disputed,  but  it  would  be  well  if  teachers  and 
thoughtful  citizens  generally,  were  to  scrutinize  more  closely 
the  nature  of  this  educating  influence.  Is  it,  they  should  ask, 
training  the  national  mind,  and  developing  the  national  taste, 
for  good  or  for  evil  ? 

Charles  Dudley  Warner,  writing  on  "  The  Newspapers  and 
the  Public'^  says  :  "The  American  daily  press,  taken  as  a 
whole,  is  insultingly  inquisitive,  vulgar  in  tone,  recklessly  sen- 
sational, indecent,  and,  in  most  instances,  absolutely  untrust- 
worthy." This  is  a  harsh  verdict  but  not  harsher  than  the 
truth  warrants.  But  here  comes  in  the  qu  stion,  who  is 
responsible  for  the  unworthy  character  of  our  newspapers  ? 
Mr.  Warner  does  not  exonerate  the  publisher,  by  any  means. 
''  He  does  not  merely  offer  to  satisfy  an  existing  demand,  but 
he  stimulates  and  creates  an  appetite  by  which  he  profits. 
He  may  not  be  responsible  for  the  taste  of  the  world,  but  he  is 
responsible  for  any  action  that  makes  it  worse.''  When  these 
newspapers  are  criticised,  their  unworthy  character  and  influ- 
ence are  admitted  by  all  respectable  people.  But  why,  in  the 
face  of  this,  have  the  very  worst  of  these  journals  the  largest 
circulation  and  the  most  generous  public  support  ?  Few  will 
admit  that  such  journals  fairly  represent  the  tone  and  charac- 
ter of  American  society.  Have  the  American  people  then,  no 
responsibility  for  the  newspapers  that  a  majority  of  them  pre- 
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fer  to  read,  and  do  not  prefer  to  have  considered  representa- 
tive ?  This  is  a  question  which  the  teachers  of  the  American 
people,  those  who  mold  the  miods  of  the  young  citizens  of  our 
country,  should  consider.  If  the  School  Herald,  through  its 
carefully  prepared  and  accurate  summary  of  passing  events, 
and  its  Extras,  giving  the  teacher  the  help  of  side-lights  and 
improved  methods  of  teaching  current  history,  can  induce  the 
instructors  of  the  Ir  nd  to  comprehend  their  responsibility  to 
their  generation  in  this  regard,  its  work  has  been  welt  done. 


AT  HOME. 


1.  How  many  states  are  there  in  the  American  Union  ? 
Forty-two. 

2.  What  recent  additions  have  brought  the  list  of  states  up 
to  this  total  ? 

In  1889,  four  new  states  were  admitted — North  Dakota, 
South  Dakota,  Montana  and  Washington.  Previous  lo  this 
date  no  new  state  had  come  in  for  a  term  of  thirteen  years. 

3.  What  was  the  method  of  admitting  these  new  states  into 
the  union  ? 

Under  the  bill  providing  for  their  entrance  into  the  family 
of  states,  which  became  a  law  in  February,  1889,  three  of  the 
territories  were  empowered  to  elect,  May  14,  delegates  to  their 
constitutional  conventions.  South  Dakota,  having  already 
framed  a  constitution,  was  allowed  to  vote,  on  that  date,  upon 
its  adoption. 

4.  What  was  the  next  step  taken  ? 

The  conventions  of  North  Dakota,  Montana,  and  Washing- 
ton met  in  their  respective  capitals  July  4,  for  the  work  of 
framing  their  constitutions.  The  constitutions  were  voted 
upon  at  the  election  of  October  1,  and  all  were  accepted  by 
popular  vote.  Soon  after  this,  President  Harrison  formally 
admitted  the  different  states  by  proclamation. 

5.  For  what  other  objects  was  the  election  of  October  1 
held  in  these  new  states? 

For  the  choice  of  state  officers,  state  legislatures  and  mem 
bers  of  congress. 

6.  What  was  the  political  result  of  this  election? 

In  the  Dakotas  and  in  Washington,  the  Kepublican  party 
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carried  their  entire  ticket :  in  Montana  the  Democrats  elected 
the  governor,  half  of  the  state  senate,  and  a  majority  of  six  in 
the  lower  house  of  the  state  legislature,  but  the  Republican 
candidates  for  other  state  offices  and  for  congressmen  secured  a 
majority. 

7.  How  many  members  were  added  to  the  two  houses  of 
congress,  by  the  admission  of  these  states  ? 

Eight  to  the'  senate,  under  the  constitutional  provision  for 
two  senators  from  each  state  without  regard  to  population ; 
and  five  to  the  house  of  representatives,  twc  from  South 
Dakota  and  from  the  other  states  one  each. 

8.  What  political  peculiarity  may  be  noted  concerning 
these  fifteen  new  legislators  ? 

That  all  belong  to  the  Republican  party.  This  result  was 
unexpected  and  was  only  made  possible  by  the  Montana 
complication. 

9.  What  was  the  Montana  complication  ? 

In  one  county  of  that  state — Silver  Bow — though  the  vote 
of  the  entire  county  was  close  between  the  two  parties,  one 
precinct  showed  171  Democratic  to  3  Republican  votes.  This 
precinct  was  a  camp  of  railroad  workers  on  a  branch  of  the 
Northern  Pacific  road.  If  this  suspicious  precinct  were  thrown 
out,  five  representatives  would  b^  taken  from  the  Democrats 
and  given  to  Ihe  Republicans,  thus  reversing  the  majority  in 
the  state  legislature. 

10.  What  actio.  1  was  thereupon  taken  ? 

Though  the  leg^  1  power  of  the  county  board  of  canvassers 
to  act  as  election  jnrlges  was  doubtful, — and  was  indeed 
denied  by  a  mandamus  of  the  district  judge  of  the  territorial 
court, — this  body  being  in  majority  Republican,  and  firmly 
convinced  that  fraud  was  carried  on  in  the  precinct  referred 
to,  threw  out  the  doubtful  votes  entirely.  The  state  canvassing 
board,  being  R  publican  also,  accepted  the  county  board 
report  and  issued  certificates  of  election  to  the  Republican 
candidates  to  the  state  legislature  from  the  contested  county. 
The  Democratic  candidates  in  the  same  county  received  cer- 
tificates from  the  county  commissioners,  who  claimed  to  be 
alone  empowered  to  give  them. 

11.  How  was  the  disputed  matter  settled  ? 

Two  legislatures  met  in  the  capital  of  the  state,  and  each 
elect*»d  two  United  States  senators,  then  soon  after  adjourned, 
state  legislation  being  impossible  under  the  circumstances. 
The  governor  of  the  state,  as  a  Democrat,  certified  to  the  elec- 
tion of  the  Democratic  senators,  and  the  lieutenant  governor. 
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as  a  Republican,  gave  the  senators  chosen  by  his  party  certifi- 
cates, and  all  four  of  the  claimants  went  on  to  Washington, 
where  their  case  was  referred  to  the  senate  committee  on 
elections.  After  their  departure  the  Montana  district  court 
thoroughly  sifted  the  election  in  Silver  Bow  county,  and 
decided  that  the  return  from  the  disputed  precinct  was  legal 
and  should  not  have  been  thrown  out.  The  senate  committee, 
however,  presumed  to  settle  the  matter  otherwise,  and  by  a 
strict  party  vote  the  Republican  senators  were  seated. 

12.  What  congress  met  in  1889,  and  on  what  date?    v.  ix. 
p.  220.* 

The  fifty-first  congress,  elected  in  1888,  opened  its  first  ses- 
sion Monday,  Dec,  2,  1889. 

13.  What  is  noteworthy  in  the  political  complexion  of  this 
congress? 

That  for  the  first  time  since  1874,  both  of  the  houses  are 
controlled  by  the  party  ot  the  executive. 

14.  Note,  briefly,  the  party  changes  in  congress  during  the 
past  thirty  years. 

From  1860  to  1874,  the  Republican  party  held  undisturbed 
control  of  all  departments  of  the  government.  In  the  latter 
year,  during  President  Grant's  second  term,  the  Democrats 
secured  control  of  the  lower  house.  President  Hayes  not  only 
had  an  opposition  majority  to  contend  with  in  the  house  of 
representatives  during  his  entire  term,  but  in  the  senate  also 
during  two  years.  In  1880,  the  Republicans  elected  a  majority 
for  the  lower  house,  but  the  senate  was  equally  divided  when 
David  Davis  voted  with  the  Democrats  and  Mahone  with  the 
Republicans.  The  senate  had  a  Republican  majority  again  by 
1883,  but  the  house  was  by  that  time  Democratic  again. 
During  his  entire  term,  President  Cleveland  fkced  an  opposi- 
tion in  the  senate. 

15.  What  was  the  numerical  party  division  in  the  two 
houses  at  the  time  congress  met  in  1889  ? 

Counting  in  the  five  representatives  from  new  states  the 
Republicans  had  168  members  against  161  Democrats,  two 
members  elected  as  Independents  voting  with  the  latter  party. 
The  senate  count  stood,  omitting  members  from  the  new  states, 
39  Republicans  and  37  Democrats. 

16.  How  was  this  party  proportion  changed  by  subsequent 
circumstances  ? 

When  the  Republican  senators  from  the  new  states  had  all 
been  seated,  the  majority  of  that  party  stood  47  to  37.    In  the 


*  References  are  to  page  and  volume  of  the  School  Herald. 
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lower  house,  the  Republican  strength  was  increased  by  the 
settlement  of  contested  election  cases,  which  before  June  15, 
had  transferred  eight  additional  seats  from  Democratic  to  Repub- 
lican control,  giving  the  latter  party  a  majority  on  the  full 
vote  of  the  house  of  24. 

17.  By  what  plan  has  the  transfer  of  these  seats  been 
greatly  facilitated  ? 

By  the  adoption  of  a  new  code  of  rules,  devised  under  the 
direction  of  the  speaker  of  the  house. 

18.  Who  is  the  present  speaker  of  the  house  ? 
Thomas  B.  Reed,  of  Maine. 

19.  What  is  the  speaker  of  a  deliberative  assembly  chosen 
for? 

To  act  as  its  presiding  officer,  to  keep  order  within  it  and 
guide  its  debates,  and,  as  its  chief  officer,  to  speak  for  it  as  a 
whole. 

20.  How  far  is  this  officer  empowered  to  control  the  actions 
of  the  body  over  which  he  presides  ? 

By  order  and  custom  of  the  British  parliament,  on  which 
the  body  of  parliamentary  law  in  force  in  this  country  is 
based,  the  speaker  is  regarded  as  the  servant  of  the  house  over 
which  he  presides,  exercising  purely  ministerial  powers,  dele- 
gated to  him  by  this  body.  In  our  federal  legislature,  how- 
ever, the  speaker  of  the  house  of  representatives,  havicg  abso- 
lute power  in  the  appointment  of  committees,  and  beiDg  able 
to  select,  by  preferential  recognition,  those  debaters  whom  the 
house  may  hear  on  any  question,  may  exercise  an  important 
control  of  the  legislation  to  be  effected  by  that  body.  To 
the  credit  of  imperfect  human  nature,  however,  it  should  be 
said,  that,  hitherto,  very  little  warrant  has  been  given  for  even 
the  suspicion  of  favoritism. 

21.  What  is  the  usual  plan  for  beginning  the  work  of 
congress  ? 

The  speaker  is  first  elected.  The  message  of  the  president 
is  then  read  before  the  house,  and,  contrary  to  the  custom  of 
the  British  parliament,  wherein  the  speech  of  the  ruler  is 
always  made  the  subject  of  an  extended  partisan  debate, — 
this  document  is  accepted  without  comment.  [Should  there 
be  a  close  party  division,  the  choice  of  a  speaker  may  prove 
difficult,  and  may  be  prolonged,  as  it  was  in  December,  1861, 
for  weeks.  A  speaker  pro  tern  is  of  course  chosen  in  this  case, 
and  the  reading  of  the  message  is  not  postponed.]  The  mem- 
bers of  the  various  committees  are  then  selected  by  the 
speaker. 
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22.    What  can  you  say  of  these  committees  ? 

There  are  fifty- eight  of  them,  and  as  a  rule,  every  member 
of  the  house  is  provided  with  a  place  on  one  at  least,  and  many 
members  are  privileged  to  serve  on  several.  Each  political 
leader  aspires,  of  course,  to  have  a  place  as  chairman,  but  it  is 
customary  for  these  influential  positions  to  be  apportioned  only 
among  the  prominent  politicians  of  the  speaker's  party. 


THOMAS  B.  REED, 

Speaker  of  the  House. 

[Thomas  B.  Reed  was  born  in  1839.  He  is  a  lawyer  ;  was  assistant 
paymaster  in  the  navy  in  1864-65,  and  afterwards  served  In  the  Maine 
legislature  from  1868  to  1870,  and  was  attorney  general  for  his  state  two 
years.  He  was  elected  to  congress  in  1879  and  has  remained  there  ever 
since.] 

23.     Why  are  committee  positions  important  and  desirable  ? 

Owing  to  the  great  size  of  the  house,  general  debate  on  even 
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the  most  important  subject  is  difficult  and  ineffective.  Meas- 
ures of  importance  can  oniy  be  discussed  at  length  in  com- 
mittee, and  upon  the  members  of  committees,  therefore,  must 
depend  the  shaping  and  tendency  of  all  legislation. 

24.  What  is  the  next  step  after  the  appointment  of  com- 
mittees ? 

The  adoption  of  the  rules  of  the  house.  Why  this  body 
should  go  through  the  formality,  at  each  session,  of  adopting 
a  code  of  rules,  is  not  easy  to  explain,  but  this  has  been  the 
custom,  although  little  change  has  been  made  in  the  form  of 
these  rules  from  year  to  year. 

25.  What  innovation  was  made  on  the  usual  custom  this 
time?    V.  ix,  p.  4* 

The  committee  on  rules,  of  which  the  speaker  was  chairman, 
delayed  reporting  the  new  code  for  more  than  two  months  after 
the  opening  of  the  session.  Legislative  business  during  this 
time  could  not  be  carried  on  witnout  producing  great  confus- 
ion, and  protest  was  made  against  the  situation,  but  without 
effect. 

26.  When  did  the  matter  come  to  a  crisis  ?    v.  ix,  p.  25. 
Jan.  29,  when  the  first  of  the  contested  election  cases  came 

up  in  congress.  The  Democrats  tried  to  obstruct  action  in  the 
case  by  refusing  to  answer  to  their  names,  and  thus  preventing 
a  quorum.  This  plan  the  speaker  thwarted  by  counting 
enough  of  the  silent  members  to  make  up  the  quorum  needed 
to  do  business. 

27.  How  was  this  move  received  by  the  minority  ? 

With  violent  and  angry  protest  at  first,  which  gradually 
subsided  as  it  became  plain  that  nothing  could  be  thereby 
effected. 

28.  What  was  the  ground  of  this  objection  ? 

The  fiction  that  members  could  feign  absence  by  refusing  to 
answer  to  their  names,  had  been  in  use  ever  since  the  early 
days  of  our  federal  assembly.  More  than  one  proposition  had 
been  made  to  overthrow  this  fiction,  but  the  general  judgment 
of  the  house  had  always  preferred  to  retain  it,  regarding  it  as 
sanctioned  by  the  federal  constitution. 

29.  Is  the  constitution  at  all  specific  on  this  point? 

It  is  not:  it  simply  declares  that  "  a  majority  of  each  [house] 
shall  constitute  a  quorum  to  do  business,  but  a  smaller  num- 
ber may  adjourn  from  day  to  day." 

30.  What  argument  may  be  adduced  in  favor  of  allowing 
the  old  custom  to  continue  ? 

*  References  are  to  page  and  volume  of  the  School  Herald. 
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It  has  always  been  regarded  as  a  useful  expedient  for  pro- 
tecting the  rights  of  the  minority,  and  a  safeguard  against  dis- 
honest legislation.  It  serves  also  as  a  check  upon  assumptions 
of  arbitrary  power  by  the  speaker. 

31.  Has  it  not  also  been  used  for  unworthy  purposes  ? 
Unquestionably,  it  has  been  often  so  used ;  and  by  many 

of  those  congressmen  who,  being  no  longer  in  the  minority, 
were  most  eager  to  abolish  the  privilege. 

32.  "What  effective  utterance  of  Mr.  Reed  himself  was 
quoted  against  him  in  this  discussion 

Ten  years  ago,  in  opposing  the  very  innovation  which  he  has 
now  introduced,  he  said,  *'The  constitutional  idea  of  a  quorum 
is  not  the  pxcsence  of  a  majority  of  the  house,  but  a  majority  of 
the  members  present  and  participating  in  the  business  of  the 
house.  It  is  not  the  visible  presence  of  the  members  but  their 
judgments  and  their  votes  that  the  constitution  calls  for." 

33.  What  other  Republican  authorities  were  quoted  against 
the  innovation? 

Mr.  Blaine,  who,  when  himself  speaker,  in  1875,  declared  that 
the  moment  when  the  house  allowed  its  presiding  officer  to  go 
behind  the  roll-call  and  assume  that  there  was  a  quorum  in 
the  house  it**  stood  upon  the  brink  of  a  volcano;"  and  Mr. 
Garfield,  who  in  1880,  said  that  whenever  a  legislative  body 
"  overstepped  the  fence  of  the  roll-call,"  it  opened  the  way  for 
all  sorts  of  disorders  to  come  in. 

34.  Was  the  innovation,  however,  accepted  by  the  house  ? 

It  was.  None  of  the  Republican  members  made  any  objec- 
tion to  the  preliminary  assumption  of  Speaker  Reed,  and  the 
new  code  of  rules,  offered  Feb.  6,  distinctly  provided  that  the 
speaker  might  count  a  quorum,  at  any  time,  when  members 
refused  to  answer  to  their  names.  This  code  was  adopted 
Feb.  14,  by  a  strict  party  vote. 

35.  What  other  provisions  in  the  new  code  were  fruitlessly 
opposed  by  the  minority  ? 

Those  ''declaring  that  one  hundred  members  shall  have 
power  to  constitute  a  quorum  in  the  committee  of  the  whole ; 
(2)  allowing  the  committee  of  the  whole  full  power  to  cut  off 
debate ;  (3)  declaring  that  no  bill  on  the  calendar  can  be  con- 
sidered unless  called  up  by  the  committee  to  whom  reported ; 
that  (4)  no  individual  member  may  make  an  original  motion 
to  consider  a  bill ;  and  f5)  permitting  the  speaker  at  ajiy  time 
to  cut  short  what  he  may  regard  as  dilatory  motions, 

36.  What  are  the  most  noteworthy  peculiarities  of  these 
rules? 
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First,  the  enormous  increase  of  power  which  they  give  to 
the  speaker.  It  has  been  well  remarked  that  this  degree 
of  power  could  hardly  be  entrusted  safely,  in  a  free  govern- 
ment, to  a  George  Washington.  Secondly,  that  they  were 
framed  for  the  advantage  of  the  majority  only,  and  to  destroy, 
as  far  as  possible,  all  power  of  the  minority  in  legislation. 

37.  But  should  the  party  now  dominant  in  congress  lose  its 
majority  there,  how  will  the  new  rules  work? 

Undoubtedly  the  Republicans  will  then  find  that  the 
weapons  forged  for  their  own  advantage  may  be  used  against 
them  with  equal  effect.  The  instance  well  exemplifies  the 
short-sightedness  and  folly  of  partisan  legislation. 

38.  What  argument  was  most  strenuously  used  in  advocacy 
of  the  new  rules  ? 

That  by  empowering  the  speaker  to  cut  short  obstructive 
movements  on  the  part  of  members  opposed  to  any  measure, 
they  would  aid  greatly  in  the  rapiid  despatch  of  business. 

39.  Has  this  advantage  been  secured  ? 

To  a  certain  extent  it  has ;  but  the  truthful  observer  is 
compelled  to  note  that  the  assistance  of  the  new  code  has  been 
given  to  special  rather  than  general  legislation. 

40.  What  is  special  legislation  ? 

Legislation  for  the  direct  benefit  of  persons,  corporations,  or 
localities,  with  no  reference  to  the  convenience  or  rights  of  the 
general  public. 

41.  What  proportion  of  such  legislation  is  attempted  by 
congress  ? 

To  such  an  extent  has  this  tendency  to  favoritism  in  law- 
making increased  that  in  the  last  two  congresses  some  five- 
sixths  of  all  the  bills  introduced  were  of  a  purely  private 
character.  Of  those  which  became  laws  during  the  session  of 
the  fiftieth  congress,  less  than  half  bore  any  relation  to  the 
public  interest. 

42.  Is  the  public  interest  actually  represented  at  all  in  the 
halls  of  congress  ? 

Is  is  not.  Every  man  there  represents  a  locality  or  district 
whose  especial  advantage  he  is  expected,  if  not  forced,  to  up- 
hold with  absolute  indifference  to  the  advantage  of  the  nation 
at  large. 

43.  Has  not  this  always  been  the  case? 

To  a  certain  extent,  perhaps,  it  has  ;  but  apparently  the 
constitutional  object  of  our  government,  the  "promotion  of  the 
general  welfare,"  has  now  less  influence  over  the  action  of 
congress  than  ever  before. 
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44.  What  especially  demoralizing  influence  has  lately  been 
at  work  to  cause  this  ? 

The  presence  of  a  large  surplus  in  the  national  treasury. 

45.  What  power  has  congress  over  the  national  treasury  ? 

The  constitution  empowers  it  to  levy  and  to  collect  taxes  to 
meet  the  needs  of  the  government,  and  to  use  the  money  so 
raised  "to  pay  the  debts,  and  to  provide  for  the  common 
delience  and  general  welfare,  of  the  United  States." 

46.  Can  this  be  construed  into  permission  to  collect  money 
far  in  excess  of  the  necessities  of  the  government,  and  to  use 
it  for  the  enrichment  of  individuals  ? 

Few  persons,  on  giving  the  matter  any  thought,  would  so 
construe  it.  But  congress  has  so  long  accepted  its  power  as 
absolute  in  this  regard,  that  a  modification  of  its  mistaken 
views  can  only  be  hoped  for  through  the  force  of  strong  popular 
indignation. 

47.  How  long  has  the  surplus  in  the  t^^^^sury  existed  as  a 
menace  to  national  prosperity  and  congressional  morals? 

With  the  retirement  of  the  last  of  the  three  per  cent  bonds 
in  1886,  no  more  of  the  principal  of  the  public  debt  became 
due  until  1891  The  excess  of  the  national  revenue  over  legiti- 
mate expenditure  therefore  became  very  great,  as  the  taxes 
which  had  been  levied  to  pay  the  debt  were  still  in  operation. 

48.  What  two  methods  were  open  to  prevent  this  needless 
accumulation  of  money  in  the  treasury  ? 

1,  The  lowering  of  the  rate  of  taxation,  so  that  less  money 
might  be  collected,  or,  2,  the  lavish  distribution  in  various 
ways  of  the  sums  thus  unnecessarily  drawn  from  the  pockets 
of  the  tax-payers. 

49.  Which  one  of  these  two  methods  may  we  suppose  the 
tax-payers  themselves  would  prefer  ? 

As  most  men  are  inclined  to  think  that  they  can  spend  their 
own  money  more  wisely  than  others  can  spend  it  for  them,  the 
general  verdict  would  probably  be  in  favor  of  the  first  method. 
The  majority  of  the  fifty-first  congress,  however,  has  shown  a 
decided  preference  for  the  second. 

50.  From  what  sources  is  the  large  revenue  of  the  govern- 
ment obtained  ? 

The  general  government  levies  no  direct  or  personal  taxes, 
it  secures  its  revenue  by  indirect  taxation.  The  two  methods 
through  which  this  is  made  operative  are,  1,  the  tariff  or  cus- 
toms duties  levied  on  imported  commodities,  and,  2,  the  inter- 
nal revenue  tax,  ata?:  laid  upon  the  sale  of  iutoxicatingliquoj>9 
iaud  tobaccp> 


QUESTIONS  FOE  THE  YEAR  1889-90. 


11 


51.  What  lines  of  policy  did  the  two  parties  announce  on 
the  taxation  question,  prior  to  the  election  of  1888  ? 

They  both  accepted  the  necessity  of  reducing  the  surplus  bv 
cutting  down  the  rate  of  taxation.  The  Democratic  party 
advocated  a  general  reduction  of  the  high  tariff  on  im- 
ports, but  the  Republicans  declared  in  favor  of  removing  the 
internal  revenue  tax  to  accomplish  the  end  desired. 


WILLIAM  Mckinley. 
Chairman  of  the  House  Ways  and  Means  Committee. 

H,L^*"i?:"^  McKinley  was  born  in  Ohio,  in  1844.  He  served  in  the  army 
aurmg  the  war,  rismg  to  the  rank  of  captain.  In  1869-71  he  was  prose- 
cunng  attorney  for  Stark  county.  Ohio,  and  since  1878  has  been  a  mem- 
ber ot  congress.  He  framed  the  famous  Republican  protection  plat- 
form 01  1888.1  IT  r  1 

52.    Have  either    of   these   plans  vet    been    adopted   bj 
congress?  *^ 
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Congress  has  passed  during  its  recent  session  a  very  elaborate 
tariff  bill.  This  act  increases  the  taxes  on  many  imported 
goods,  but  lowers  the  sum  total  of  revenue,  by  admitting  the 
lower  grades  of  sugar  duty  free. 

53,  Who  introduced  this  bill  and  when  ?     v.  x,  p.  74. 

It  was  brought  into  the  house  by  Mr,  McKinley,  chairman 
of  the  ways  and  means  committee,  April  16, 1890. 

54 .  How  had  the  bill  been  prepared  ? 

By  the  committee,  in  consultation  with  the  producers  and 
manufacturers  of  the  various  articles  on  the  tariff  schedule. 
(The  consumers  of  manufactured  articles,  by  far  the  most 
numerous  class,  were  not  represented  before  the  committee.) 

/»5.    What  was  done  with  the  bill  by  the  house  ? 

It  was  reported  from  the  committee  April  6,  and  called  up 
for  debate  May  7.  It  was  discussed  for  two  weeks  only — most 
of  the  time  in  committee  of  the  whole,  and  under  the  five- 
minute  rule.    May  21,  it  was  passed  by  a  vote  of  164  to  142- 

56.  How  did  the  bill  fare  in  the  senate? 

It  was  referred  there  to  the  finance  committee,  at  whose 
head  is  Mr.  Morrill.  This  committee  made  a  large  number  of 
changes  in  the  bill,  and  reported  it  to  the  senate  June  18. 
That  body  gave  much  time  to  the  discussion  of  its  various 
specifications,  and  adopted  it  Sept.  10,  by  40  to  29  votes. 

57.  How  did  the  parties  in  congress  stand  on  this  bill  ? 

In  both  houses,  several  Republicans  united  with  the  Demo- 
crats in  opposition  to  it,  but  the  measure  was  carried  in  both 
by  a  strict  party  vote,  the  Democrats  being  Irom  first  to  last, 
a  unit  against  the  bill. 

58.  How  did  the  bill  finally  become  a  law,  and  what  im- 
portant amendment  was  added  to  it  ? 

It  was  referred  to  a  conference  committee,  to  harmonize 
the  differences  between  the  bill  as  first  drawn  by  the  house 
and  the  amended  act  completed  by  the  senate.  This  report 
was  adopted  by  the  house  Sept.  27,  and  by  the  senate  Sept.  30. 
In  both  houses,  the  objecting  Republicans  voted  at  the  last 
against  the  bill.  An  amendment  was  added  to  the  free  sugar 
clause,  providing  that  if  reciprocal  advantages  are  not  given  us 
by  countries  of  America  which  send  us  sugar,  the  president 
may  after  a  certain  date  reimpose  a  tax  thereon. 

69.  What  other  important  measure  has  been  before  con- 
gress ?    V.  x,  pp.  54,  94. 

A  bill  for  the  supervision  of  federal  elections  at  the  south, 
which  was  passed  by  the  house  only.  This  act  was  made 
up  of  two  bills,  one  brought  in  by  Mr.  Lodge,  of  Massachu- 
setts, and    the   other  by  Mr.  Rowell,  of   Illinois.    This  bill 
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of  similar  character  have  been  introduced  into  the  upper 
house  by  Senators  Chandler  and  Sherman. 

60.  What  exigency  has  called  forth  these  measures  ? 

It  has  long  been  an  accepted  article  of  faith  in  the  Kepub- 
lican  party,  that  the  negro  vote  of  the  south  is  largely  sup- 
pressed by  force  or  fraud,  or  both.  This  idea  may  be  correct, 
but  the  evidence  brought  forward  to  support  it  is  not  wholly 
convincing,  nor  does  it,  to  the  minds  of  many,  justify  the  rad- 
ical measures  contemplated  to  put  an  end  to  it. 

61.  By  what  plan  is  it  proposed  to  cure  this  evil  ? 

By  placing  the  presidential  and  congressional  elections  in  all 
the  states  under  the  direct  control  of  the  federal  government. 

62.  Give  means,  suggested  by  these  different  bills,  for 
carrying  out  this  plan. 

Senator  Sherman's  bill  provides  for  canvassing  boards  in 
each  state, — their  members  to  be  appointed  for  life  by  the 
president, — to  take  charge  of  federal  elections.  Mr.  Chandler's 
scheme  is  to  take  these  elections  out  of  the  hands  of  the  state 
authorities,  and  place  them  under  the  supervision  of  the  judge 
of  the  circuit  court,  whenever  a  certain  number  of  voters  in 
any  state  are  ready  to  make  affidavit  that  they  do  not  believe 
the  election  will  be  conducted  fairly  under  the  state  laws. 
Mr  Lodge's  plan,  as  first  drafted,  had  for  its  principal  purpose  the 
application  of  the  Australian  system  to  congressional  elections 
in  all  the  states,  and  provided  that  these  elections  were  to  be 
taken  from  state  control  only  on  petition  of  at  least  600  voters 
in  a  district.  The  bill  was  changed,  however,  so  that  it  only 
provided  for  the  Australian  system,  when  that  system  was 
[already  in  use  in  the  state.  Mr.  Rowell's  bill  provides  for  the 
'appointment,  by  the  chief  supervisor  of  the  district,  of  five 
election  officers,  three  of  whom  may  be  of  the  same  political 
party,  and  three  canvassers  in  each  congressional  district,  two 
of  them  of  the  same  party.  The  power  of  these  two  boards  of 
officers  over  registration,  the  conduct  of  elections  and  the 
returns,  is  to  be,  for  all  practical  purposes,  absolute. 

63.  What  difficulty  stands  in  the  way,  first,  of  enacting 
these  radical  laws,  and,  secondly,  of  putting  them  in  opera- 
tion? 

The  fact  that  congress  is  not  allowed  under  the  constitution 
to  pass  laws  abridging  the  privileges  of  the  citizens  in  a  part 
of  the  states  only.  If  the  southern  states,  therefore,  are  to  be 
deprived  bylaw  of  the  right  of  conducting  their  federal  elec- 
tions, similar  regulations  must  be  established  in  the  northern 
states  also.  That  the  people  of  the  north  would  not  view  this 
Ij^pov^tipn  calmly  seems  unquestiooable. 
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64.  GouM  not  these  laws  be  made  operative  by  force  in  the 
north  as  well  as  in  the  south  ? 

No  doubt  they  could  if  we  had  an  autocratic  form  of  gov- 
ernment, but  under  our  government  as  it  now  exists,  auy 
arbitrary  enforcement  would  be  impossible.  The  people  of  the 
north  m.ay  regard  interference  with  the  constitutional  liberties 
of  the  southera  people  with  indifference,  even  with  approba- 
tion, holding  that  this  is  simply  a  part  of  the  expiation  to  be 
made  by  that  section  for  the  crime  of  secession.  But  they 
themselves,  having  never  sinned,  are  not  willing  to  submit  to 
a  regimen  only  designed  for  offenders. 

65.  Were  not  regulations  similar  to  these  proposed  laws 
enacted  against  the  southern  states  after  the  war  ? 

Yes,  but  the  country  was  then  in  a  state  of  unhealthy  rage, 
a /urore,  that  is  not  likely  to  come  over  again.  An  attempt 
made  to  revive  that  feeling  can  only  be  attended  with  failure. 

66.  What  two  important  bills  have  passed  both  houses  ol 
congress  this  session  ? 

The  customs  administrative  bill,  and  the  dependent  pension 
bill. 

67.  What  was  the  customs  administrative  bill  and  who 
introduced  it  ?    v.  x,  p.  84. 

It  was  brought  into  the  house  by  Mr.  McKinley.  Its  sup- 
porters claimed  that  it  was  needed  to  prevent  undervaluations 
on  imported  merchandise.*  A  peculiar  feature  of  the  bill  is 
that  it  makes  a  board  of  appraisers,  chosen  by  the  president, 
absolute  authority  on  the  values  of  imported  goods,  denying 
to  importers  even  the  privilege  of  appeal  to  the  courts  on 
questioDS  of  value. 

68.  What  objectionable  tax  feature  was  introduced  by  the 
bill? 

It  reimposed  the  tax  on  the  coverings  in  which  imported 
merchandise  is  shipped,  which  was  taken  off  on  the  urgeot 
recommendation  of  the  tariff  commission  of  1883.  This  will 
increase  largely  the  cost  of  many  imported  goods. 

69.  What  was  the  nature  of  the  dependent  pension  bill  ? 
V.  X,  p.  64. 

The  senate  passed  a  dependent  bill  providing  for  the  pen- 
sioning of  every  honorably  discharged  soldier  or  sailor  who  had 
served  three  months  or  more,  and  had  become  disabled  from 
any  cause  not  the  result  of  his  own  vicious  habits.  All 
dependent  families  of  soldiers  were  to  be  provided  for  in  like 
manner.  The  house  passed  a  service  pension  bill,  whose  lead- 
ing feature  was  that  all  surviving  soldiers  should  be  placed 
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upon  the  pension  rolls  on  reaching  the  age  of  sixty-two, 
without  regard  to  their  condition  of  health  or  of  worldJy  cir- 
cumstance. These  two  bills  were  considered  by  the  pension 
committee,  and  a  compromise  measure  was  drawn  up,  which 
retained  many  of  the  features  of  the  house  bill,  but  made 
disability  rather  than  service  or  dependence  the  basis  for  pen- 
sion claims.  To  this  measure  the  two  houses  agreed  and  the 
bill  was  signed  by  the  president,  June  27. 

70.  What  additional  charge  will  this  bill  bring  upon  the 
federal  treasury? 

Various  estimates  are  made  in  this  matter,  the  lowest  being 
$40,000,000.  The  chances  are  that  it  will  cost  even  more 
than  that,  and,  besides,  it  certainly  will  keep  on  increasing  in 
cost,  through  the  next  twenty  years,  and  perhaps  longer. 

71.  What  has  been  the  attitude  of  the  fifty-first  congress 
toward  the  pension  schemes? 

That  of  sanction  if  not  approval,  of  the  most  extravpgaut 
expenditure  for  this  purpose.  All  of  the  Republicans  and 
some  of  the  Democrats  have  upheld  this  policy.  Were  all  the 
schemes  brought  forward  in  this  interest  to  be  enacted  into 
laws,  a  yawning  deficit,  instead  of  a  bulky  surplus,  will  con- 
stitute the  problem  of  the  next  congress. 

72.  What  other  important  legislation  of  the  ten  mom  lis' 
session  of  congress  may  be  noted? 

An  anti-trust  bill  was  passed  by  both  houses,  also  an  anti- 
lotteiy  bill,  and  abill  providing  for  the  monthly  purchase  by 
the  treasury  of  4,500,000  ounces  of  silver.  An  international' 
copyright  bill  was  discussed  in  the  house  but  defeated  there, 
;ind  the  Blair  education  bill,  alter  a  prolonged  discussion,  suf- 
fered the  same  fate  in  the  senate.  A  meat  inspection  bill,  so- 
called,  was  made  a  law,  empowering  the  president  to  prohibit 
the  importation  of  any  produces  of  other  nations  that  have 
made  discriminations  against  produciS  of  the  United  States; 
also  a  bill  providing  for  the  forfeiture  to  the  public  domiiin  of 
the  land  grants  of  railroads  that  liave  n<>t  fulfilled  the  con- 
ditions of  the  original  grant.  Besides  the  usual  app»opriation 
bills,  a  very  large  number  of  private  bills  have  bei-ii  carried 
through,  including  over  900  private  pension  bills,  and  several 
hundred  bills  for  the  construction  of  public  buildings  in 
various  towns. 

73.  What  was  the  anti-trust  bill?     v.  x,  pp.  55,  83. 

A  bill  designed  to  make  unlawful  the  combinations  known 
as  "trusts."  It  was  drawn  up  by  Mr  Sherixian  and  by  him 
introduced  into  the  senate,  March  21. 

74.  What  are  "  trusts  ?  ''     v.  ix,  pp.  166,  179. 
Cornbinations  made  by  the^nianufacturers  or  dealers  in  any 


16  QUESTIONS  FOB  THE  YEAR  1889-90. 

article  or  articles,  designed  to  control  wholly  the  supply  and 
price  of  the  articles  or  commodities  which  the  members  of  the 
trust  manufacture  or  sell. 

75.  When  was  the  first  trust  made,  and  by  whom?    Ibid. 
The  Standard  Oil  Trust,  which  was  formed  in  July,  1882. 

It  was  formed  by  the  members  of  the  Standard  Oil  Company, 
which,  since  its  incorporation  in  1882,  had  amassed  enormous 
wealth  by  the  most  unscrupulous  commercial  methods  ever 
practiced  in  Ihis  country.  It  was  therefore  able  to  form  a 
combination  to  control  absolutely  the  production  and  sale  of 
all  petroleum  obtained  from  the  oil  wells  in  this  country. 
The  tariff  on  this  article  has  protected  them  from  competition 
with  the  great  productive  centers  of  the  oil  abroad,  and  the 
profits  that  they  have  been  thus  enabled  to  reap  have  been 
enormous.  Their  success  stimulated  the  dealers  in  other 
articles  to  copy  their  methods,  and  the  trust  idea  had  found 
its  way  into  a  number  of  business  lines,  but  public  attention 
was  first  drawn  directly  to  its  working  by  the  reference  thereto 
in  Mr.  Cleveland's  tariff  message  of  December,  1887.  [Read- 
ers who  would  like  to  understand  more  fully  ''  the  trust  idea," 
are  urged  to  read  two  articles  on  "  The  Nature  and  History  of 
Trusts,"  in  vol.  ix  of  the  School  Herald.] 

76.  What  blows  have  been  struck  at  these  combinations 
during  the  past  year  ?     v.  ix,  pp.  2,  199,  210. 

Several  of  the  state  legislatures  have,  in  recent  sessions, 
enacted  laws  to  forbid  their  operation.  More  effective  than 
these,  however,  have  been  two  court  decisions,  one  by  Judge 
Barrett,  of  the  New  York  city  court,  and  one  by  Judge 
Daniels  of  the  supreme  court  of  that  state, — the  last  named 
affirming  the  other, — that  these  combinations  are  in  themselves 
illegal,  and  not  to  be  permitted  under  existing  laws. 

77.  Is  the  act  passed  by  congress  likely  to  prove  effective 
against  these  combinations  ?    v.  x,  pp.  55,  65,  84. 

It  is  feared  not.  As  fiist  drawn  up  by  Mr.  Sherman,  the 
limitations  of  the  act  were  made  plain,  showing  that  it  was 
directed,  not  against  any  lawful  business,  but  against  unjust 
monopolies.  In i he  hands  of  the  j udiciary  committee,  howevr  r, 
the  bill  was  altered  in  many  important  particulars  and  was 
made  needlessly  wide  in  its  application,  declaring  illejjal 
every  contract  or  combination  in  restraint  of  trade,  whether 
in  the  form  of  a  trust  or  otherwise,  and  providing  punishment 
in  the  form  of  fine  and  imprisonment,  for  all  persons  entering 
into  Ruch  combinations. 

78.  What  is  the  objection  to  a  law  framed  in  these  strin* 
s^&t  and  inclusive  terma? 
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That  it  cannot  be  enforced.  The  fact  that  it  can  be  used 
against  lawful  as  well  as  unlawful  schemes  nullifies  it  when 
brought  against  real  offenders.  It  has  been  unkindly  conject- 
ured that  the  readiness  with  which  both  houses  adopted  the 
bill,  with  brief  and  indifferent  debate,  may  be  accounted 
for  l3y  the  inherent  worthlessness  of  the  measure. 

79.  For  what  more  radical  reason,  however,  have  neither 
legislation  nor  court  decisions  been  able,  thus  far,  to  check,  to 
any  important  degree,  the  schemes  and  extortions  of  these 
combinations? 

A  trust  plainly  could  not  exist,  if  the  competition  of  the 
world  was  possible  in  the  article  which  it  undertook  to  mon- 
opolize. The  principal  bulwark  of  the  trusts  is  thus  seen  to  be 
the  high  tariffs,  and  while  they  can  shelter  themselves  behind 
that  wall,  it  is  leared  that  an  exasperated  public  can  accom- 
plish but  little  against  them. 

80.  What  was   the  international    copyright   bill?      v.  x, 

p.  84. 

A  bill  designed  to  protect  the  authors  and  publishers  both 
of  England  and  America,  from  loss  through  the  unauthorized 
reproduction  of  their  works  in  the  other  country.  Such  a  law 
was  enacted  in  England  several  years  ago,  and  it  was  thought 
to  be  only  fair  that  we  should  adopt  a  similar  statute.  It  was 
objected  to,  however,  on  the  ground  that  these  reproductions, 
being  made  at  little  cost,  were  an  important  aid  in  bringing 
information  within  the  reach  of  the  masses  of  the  people. 

81.  Give  a  history  of  the  Blair  educational  bill. 

This  bill  was  first  brought  forward  by  Senator  Blair  four 
years  ago.  Its  purpose  was  to  appropriate  $70,000,000  from 
the  federal  treasury  for  ex  tension  of  the  common  school  system 
in  the  more  illiterate  states  and  districts  of  the  country.  It 
has  been  previously  passed  by  the  senate,  but  was  never 
approved  by  the  house.  It  was  a  Republican  measure  when 
first  introduced,  but  is  no  longer  regarded  as  a  party  question, 
and  general  public  sentiment  has  largely  changed  with  regard 
to  the  bill. 

82.  Why  is  this? 

Because  thoughtful  men  are  now  generally  convinced  that 
aid  of  this  kind  would  not  have  a  good  effect  upon  the  commu- 
nities receiving  it,  that  it  would  destroy  their  public  spirit,  and 
their  proper  ambition  for  self-helpfulness. 

83.  What  important  treaty  has  recently  been  adopted  by 
the  senate? 

An  extradition  treaty  with  Great  Britain, 
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84.  What  is  an  extradition  treaty  ? 

One  providing  for  the  giving  up  by  one  nation  to  another, 
of  criminals  endeavoring  to  escape  the  punishment  of  their 
misdeeds. 

85.  What  may  be  said  of  our  previous  extradition  treaty 
with  Great  Britain  ? 

This  was  framed  in  1846,  and  was  so  imperfect  in  its  pro- 
visions, that  thieves  of  every  grade,  in  either  country,  have 
been  able  to  secure  immunity  from  punishment  by  simply 
escaping  across  the  border. 

86.  By  whom  was  the  present  treaty  drawn  up  ? 

By  Mr.  Lincoln,  United  States  minister  to  London,  in 
conjunction  with  Lord  Salisbury,  the  British  premier. 

87.  What  offenses  are  made  extraditable  under  it  ?  v.  x, 
pp.  2,  34. 

In  addition  to  the  more  flagrant  offenses  previously  embraced 
under  the  law  there  are  included  conspiracy  to  murder,  bur- 
glary, defaulting  and  embezzlement. 

88.  What  offense  included  by  the  framers  of  the  treaty  had 
to  be  excluded  before  the  senate  would  accept  it  ? 

That  of  "  malicious  injury  to  property,  incurring  danger  to 
human  life."  A  provision  of  this  sort  included  in  the  treaty 
laid  before  the  senate  one  year  ago,  caused  its  defeat.  The 
objection  to  this  provision  is  that  it  might  be  used  to  secure 
the  punishment  of  Irish  dynamiters  who  have  fled  to  this 
country  to  escape  punishment  and  secure  political  prefer- 
ment. 

89.  What  further  limitations  were  placed  upon  the  action 
of  the  treaty  ? 

That  it  must  not  apply  to  convictions  for  any  crime  com- 
mitted previous  to  its  adoption,  and  that  if  a  criminal  charge 
be  brought  against  any  offender  for  the  sake  of  trying  him 
for  a  political  offense,  he  cannot  be  delivered  up  under  the 
law. 

90.  What  other  negotiations  are  now  in  progress  between 
this  country  and  England  ? 

Those  intended  to  effect  a  settlement  of  the  Behring  sea 
fishery  question. 

91.  What  is  the  Behring  sea  fishery  question  ?  v.  ix.  p. 
184  ;  V.  X,  p.  14. 

The  question  as  to  the  right  of  different  nations  to  take 
seal  in  Behring  sea.  The  present  administration  has  taken 
the  stand  that  these  waters  are  under  the  exclusive  protection 
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of  the  United  States,  and  that  no  persons  may  be  allowed  to 
take  seals  therein  except  those  authorized  by  the  United 
States  government. 

92.  What  persons  have  been  so  authorized  ? 

A  commercial  company  which  has  purchased  a  monopoly  of 
the  seal  fishing,  under  certain  restrictions,  by  the  payment  of 
a  royalty  on  the  skins  of  seals  that  they  take,  to  the  United 
States  government. 

93.  What  attempt  has  the  administration  made  to  enforce 
the  exclusive  j  urisdiction  of  the  United  States  in  this  sea? 


^■d'^.-'Lat^ 


BEHRING  SEA  FISHING  GROUNDS. 

In  April,  1889,  President  Harrison,  in  accordance  with  an 
act  passed  by  congress  in  March  previous,  issued  a  proclama- 
tion, forbidding  seal-catching  in  Behring  sea,  except  under  the 
authorization  of  the  United  States  government.  Soon  after, 
United  States  revenue  cutters  were  sent  to  cruise  in  the  sea 
with  orders  to  seize  any  vessel  found  fishing  there  without 
the  necessary  license  of  the  Alaska  company. 

94.     How  was  this  order  carried  out  ?    v.  x,  pp.  134, 144. 

In  a  strangely  perfunctory  manner.  A  number  of  vessels 
were  taken,  overhauled,  and  their  catch  of  seals  confiscated, 
but  the  vessels  themselves  were  allowed  to  escape.     If,  as  in 
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the  case  of  the  Black  Diamond^  a  seaman  was  put  aboard  the 
vessel,  with  orders  to  convey  the  prize  to  an  American  port, 
this  individual  showed  his  understanding  of  the  order  by  re- 
maining quietly  below  decks  and  allowing  the  sailors  and 
officers  to  take  the  schooner  back  to  Canada. 

95.  What  was  the  result  of  these  seizures? 

The  Canadians  were  naturally  very  angry  over  them,  but 
the  British  government  took  them  calmly  enough.  Soon  after, 
our  state  department  allowed  the  statement  to  be  promul- 
gated, in  a  semi-official  manner,  that  the  terms  of  the  United 
States  government  with  the  Alaska  commercial  company  re 
quired  the  enforcement  of  the  congressional  act  against  British 
schooners,  if  only  in  a  formal  manner.  Sir  Julian  Pauncefote, 
the  British  minister  at  Washington,  it  was  said,  had  been 
made  to  understand  that  the  seizures  were  only  a  pretence, 
and  when  that  gentleman  went  to  England  in  November, 
1889,  it  was  given  out  that  he  had  been  empowered  to  open 
definite  negotiations  to  settle  the  matter. 

96.  Have  these  negotiations,  up  to  the  present  time,  reached 
any  positive  result? 

No  such  result  has  been  made  known  to  the  public.  But 
that  it  has  not  been  attained  seems  plain  fron  the  fact  that  at 
the  opening  of  the  fishing  season,  recently,  revenue  cutters 
were  again  sent  by  the  state  department  to  guard  the  Behring 
sea,  with  orders, — signed  by  Mr.  Blaine  and  modeled  in  style 
upon  the  decrees  of  the  first  Napoleon, — commanding  the 
seizure  of  all  unlicensed  vessels  found  fishing  there,  and  the 
confiscation  of  the  vessels  and  all  their  property  to  the  United 
States  government.  The  order  has  aroused  much  indignant 
comment  in  Canada  and  England,  and  at  this  point  matters 
now  stand. 

97.  On  what  is  the  claim  for  the  exclusive  j  urisdiction  of 
the  United  States  in  Behring  sea  based  ? 

On  the  assertion  that  Kussia  held  the  Behring  waters  as  a 
mare  clausum,  or  closed  sea,  aud  that  by  our  purchase  of  the 
adjoining  territory  of  Alaska,  we  acquired  all  rights,  real  or 
assumed,  of  the  former  owner  in  this  sea. 

98.  What  are  the  facts  in  this  case  ?  v.  x,  pp,  14. 

In  the  year  1821,  the  emperor,  Alexander  I.  of  Russia,  issued 
a  ukase  in  the  interest  of  a  commercial  company,  by  which 
foreign  vessels  were  not  only  forbidden  to  land  on  coasts  or 
islands  between  the  north-western  coast  of  America  and  t"he 
eastern  shore  of  Siberia,  but  also  to  approach  the  coast  within 
a  distance  of  one  hundred  Italian  miles.  It  is  said  that  the 
czar  had  intended  to  claim  these  waters  to  be  a  closed  sea,  but 
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refrained  from  doing  so,  because  assured   by  his  counselors 
that  such  a  claim  could  not  be  upheld. 

99.  How  did  our  government  receive  this  order  of  the 
czar  ? 

With  strong  protest  uttered  through  John  Quincy  Adams, 
then  secretary  of  state.  The  claim  incidentally  made  by  the 
Russian  minister  at  Washington  that  the  emperor's  ukase  might 
have  held  Behfing  sea  as  a  mare  clmisurrij  was  scouted  as  too 
absurd  for  even  a  consideration.  An  extended  correspondence 
followed,  the  objections  of  the  United  States  were  upheld  by 
the  European  nations,  and  as  a  result  Russia  abandoned  her 
claim  to  the  marine  belt  of  one  hundred  miles,  and  signed  a 
treaty,  April  17,  1824,  agreeing  to  the  freedom  of  the  Pacific, 
that  the  citizens  and  subjects  of  the  signatory  powers  '*  should 
be  neither  disturbed  nor  restrained  in  navigation  or  in 
fishing  or  in  the  power  or  resorting  to  the  coasts  upon  points 
not  already  occupied,  for  the  purpose  of  trading  with  the 
natives." 

100.  What  subsequent  disagreement  did  we  have  with 
Russia  on  this  subject  ? 

The  fourth  article  of  the  treaty  above  mentioned  gave 
reciprocal  rights  to  frequent  the  interior  seas,  gulfs,  harbors 
and  creeks  along  the  coasts  of  the  ocean  for  the  term  of  ten 
years.  At  the  end  of  that  time,  Russia  declined  to  renew  this 
article,  and  this  brought  to  light  an  important  difference  of 
apprehension  concerning  the  treaty.  The  American  govern- 
ment understood  the  first  part  to  recognize  an  existing  right, 
while  the  second  part  extended  a  special  privilege  ;  but  Russia 
chose  to  interpret  the  second  part  as  a  limitation  on  the  first, 
and  since  the  former  had  lapsed,  proceeded  to  debar  the  United 
States  from  the  advantages  of  the  other,  by  excluding  all  her 
vessels  from  the  ports  and  harbors  of  Russian  America.  Our 
government  protested  against  this  injustice,  but  being  unable 
to  risk  a  war  with  Russia,  had  to  submit. 

101.  What  does  a  summary  of  these  facts  show  that  we 
really  acquired  by  this  purchase  from  Russia  ? 

Nothing,  at  the  best,  but  a  claim — which  our  own  diplom- 
atists styled  "  absurd  " — to  a  marine  belt  of  one  hundred 
Italian  miles ;  and  a  merely  incidental  claim — never  admitted 
by  any  authority — that  the  Behring  sea  might  be  considered  a 
mare  clausum. 

102.  What  may  be  said  generally  of  the  claim  to  exclusive 
j  urisdiction  over  the  deep  sea  ? 

The  absolute  rulers  of  medieval  times,  even  down  to  the  seven- 
teenth century,  claimed   property  and  dominion  in  the  high 
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seas.  But  under  modern  international  law,  this  claim  is  not 
tolerated,  the  deep  sea  being  regarded  as  a  highway  common 
and  free  to  all  nations.  It  makes  no  diflference,  therefore, 
what  the  claims  of  Russia  may  have  been,  since  it  is  a  well 
established  principle,  both  of  law  and  logic,  that  rights 
which   cannot  be  legally  acquired  cannot  be  transferred. 

103.  Is  there  not,  however,  justification  for  the  plan  of 
protecting  the  eealing-grounds,  in  order  to  prevent  reckless 
destruction  of  these  valuable  animals  ? 


SIR  JULIAN  PAUNCEFOTE, 

British  Ministkk  at  Washington. 

[Sh- Julian  Fauiicefote  was  born  in  1828,  was  educated  in  Paris,  and 
became  a  lawyer.  He  served  In  the  colonial  office  for  some  years  and 
was,  at  one  time,  chief  justice  of  Hong  Kong.  In  1882  he  was  made 
permanent  under  secretary  of  state  in  the  foreign  office.] 

There  is,  unquestionably  ;  but  the  query  still  remains 
whether  this  may  not  be  more  wisely  attained  by  the  com- 
bined  efforts  of  all  the  nations  interested  in  the  business  of 
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seal   taking,  than  by  the  setting  up  of  a  claim  which  cannot 
be  peacefully  sustained,  to  exclusive  ocean  control. 

104.  What  case  is  now  impending  that  may  prove  to  have 
an  important  bearing  on  this  question  ?   v.  x,  p.  112. 

Not  long  since,  a  vessel  belonging  to  the  Makhas  Indians, 
a  tribe  on  the  Washington  coast,  was  captured  by  a  revenue 
cutter  in  the  act  of  catching  seals.  It  was,  according  to 
orders,  seized,  taken  into  port,  and  sold  as  a  prize  The 
owners  appealed  to  the  federal  courts,  showing  that  the 
seals  had  been  taken  seventy  miles  from  the  nearest  Ameri- 
can headland,  and  claiming  that  a  statute  of  1794,  fixing 
a  marine  league  as  the  limit  of  jurisdiction  on  the  Pacific 
coast,  was  still  in  force.     The  case  has  not  yet  been  decided. 

105.  What  has  been  done  during  the  year  toward  the  set- 
tlement of  the  other  fishery  question,  that  concerning  the 
rights  of  our  fishermen   in  the  Canadian  fishing  grounds  ? 

Apparently,  nothing ;  though  the  public  has  been  more  than 
once  assured,  as  in  regard  to  the  Behring  sea  matter,that  negoti- 
ations are  in  progress  between  the  British  minioter  at  Washing- 
ton, Sir  Julian  Pauncefote,  and  our  secretary  of  state,  looking 
toward  a  settlement. 

106.  How  long  has  the  question  of  the  rights  of  our  fisher- 
men in  Canadian  waters  been  in  its  present  unsettled  state  ? 

The  last  treaty  framed,  that  of  1874,  lapsed  in  1885.  Since 
then,  the  fishermen  of  the  two  countries  have  had  to  depend, 
for  guidance,  on  the  specifications  of  the  treaty  of  1818,  whose 
indefiniteness  has  made  frequent  quarrels  inevitable. 

107.  What  efforts  were  made  by  the  last  administration  to 
effect  a  settlement  of  this  matter  ? 

The  president  and  secretary  of  state  called  a  commission,  in 
1887,  which  drew  up  a  treaty  with  care  and  deliberation,  but  this 
treaty  Republican  senators  refused  to  ratify.  The  policy  of 
of"  retaliation," — which  had  been  advocated  by  the  opposition 
and  which  the  president  then  agreed  to,  on  the  plea  that  in 
the  absence  of  a  treaty,  some  definite  policy  must  be  adopt- 
ed,— was  not  accepted,  and  the  controversy  still  stands  as 
it  did  five  years  ago. 

108  What  questions  have  been  involved  in  this  contro- 
versy ? 

The  extent  of  the  inshore  fishery  rights  over  which  Canada 
has  full  control,  and  the  commercial  rights  which  American 
fishermen  can  hold  in  Canadian  ports,  Canada  has  only 
claimed  the  jurisdiction  allowed  by  international  law,  that 
extending  a  marine  league  from  shore.  The  most  valuable 
fisheries  of  the  North  Atlantic, — those  of  cod  and  halibut — are 
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outside  this  limit.  But  the  small  fish  used  as  bait  can  only 
be  found  near  the  shore.  Under  Canadian  laws,  however,  and 
without  special  privileges,  as  granted  by  previous  treaties,  our 
fishermen  cannot  fish  for  or  buy  this  bait,  except  on  the 
French  shore  of  Newfoundland. 

109.  What  complaint  against  Canada  was  made  in  the 
fiftieth  congress? 

That  her  encroachments  through  competition  of  railroads 
and  otherwise  are  causing  injury  to  the  commercial  interests 
of  the  United  States,  calling  for  restrictions  of  the  present  sys- 
tem of  trade,  in  behalf  of  our  threatened  industries. 

110.  What  action  did  congress  take  on  this  complaint?  v.  x, 
p.  165. 

It  appointed  a  committee  of  senators  to  investigate  the  feel- 
ing of  the  people  on  the  subject  of  our  trade  relations  with 
Canada. 

111.  What  did  this  committee  do,  and  what  was  its  result? 
It  traveled  through  the  country  from   Maine  to  California, 

and  back  again,  and  every  where  found,  to  its  surprise,  that 
not  only  was  the  competition  of  the  Canadian  roads  viewed 
with  indifference,  if  not  with  entire  satisfaction,  but  a  strong 
desire  existed  for  the  removal  of  all  restrictions  on  Canadian 
traffic. 

112.  On  what  is  this  desire  founded  ? 

On  the  belief  that  the  enlarged  market  for  our  manufactured 
products  would  greatly  stimulate  business  in  this  country.  We 
are  so  far  beyond  Canada  in  the  development  of  manufactures, 
that  it  is  thought  her  competition  with  us,  at  least  in  these 
lines,  need  not  be  feared. 

113.  Has  congress  yet  taken  up  the  Subject  of  a  reciprocity 
treaty  with  Canada  ? 

No  ;  its  lack  of  value  as  party  capital  causes  this  subject  to 
be  held  in  abeyance,  but  it  is  of  so  great  interest  to  the  people 
at  large  that  it  must  in  due  time  find  a  place  and  hearing. 

114.  What  important  gathering  of  the  representatives  of 
different  countries,  has  been  held  at  Washington  during  the 
year? 

A  congress  of  delegates  from  the  various  states  of  Central  and 
South  America,  which  was  styled  the  Paa-American  congress. 
This  convened  in  Washington  Oct.  2,  1889,  but  did  not  be- 
gin actual  deliberations  until  after  it  had  made  a  tour  of  the 
country,  visiting  the  chief  cities  and  manufacturing  towns  by 
invitation  of  the  state  department. 

115.  What  were  the  objects  of  this  gathering? 


QUESTIONS  FOE  THE  YEAR  1889-90.  25 

As  speciHtd  in  the  act  of  coDgress  calJiog  the  nieeting, 
these  were  in  brief,  "to  establish  a  customs  union,  and  better 
means  of  communication  between  Americm  nations  ;  to  agree 
upon  uniform  customs,  appraisements,  and  quarantine  regu- 
lations; to  provide  for  uniform  weights  and  measures,  patent, 
copyright,  trademark  and  extradition  laws  ;  to  adopt  a  commoo 
silver  lf|-al  tender  coin,  and  to  devise  a  plan  of  perpetual  and 
compulsory,  arbitration. 

116.  Who  presided  over  the  deliberations  of  this  gather- 
ing? 

Our  secretary  of  state,  Mr.  Blaine,  who  took  a  keen  interest 
in  the  plan  of  the  congress,  and  hoped  for  much  good  result 
from  it. 

117.  How  long  did  the  congress  sit,  and  what  did  it  accom- 
plish ?  V.  X,  pp.  65,  72. 

Its  session  closed  April  12,  1890.  Of  the  many  subjects 
discussed,  some  eight  received  definite  recommendations. 
These  were  :  a  common  coin  or  coins  for  use  in  all  the  coun- 
tries, a  special  commission  to  meet  next  year  to  fix  upon 
their  weight  and  character;  a  common  nomenclature  lor  arti- 
cles of  commerce  or  use  in  manifests,  etc  ;  the  adoption  of  the 
metrical  system  of  weights  and  measures  ;  that  all  port  dues 
be  merged  in  one  and  levied  on  gross  tonnage;  the  classification 
of  the  duties  of  consuls,  and  a  uniform  rate  of  consular  fees; 
further,  that  an  intercontinental  railroad  be  built,  an  inter- 
national bank  be  established  in  the  United  States,  and  that 
steamship  subsidies  be  given. 

118.  What  further  action  has  been  taken  on  these  recom- 
mendations ?     V.  X,  p.  103. 

A  plan  for  the  intercontinental  railroad  has  been  submitted 
to  congress  by  the  state  department  with  request  for  moderate 
appropriations  for  preliminary  surveys.  The  cost  of  the>e 
surveys  is  to  be  borne  by  the  different  countries  in  proportion 
to  population,  and  a  commission  of  engineers,  three  from  each 
nation,  is  to  meet  in  Washington,  to  draw  up  the  plan  of  the 
road. 

119.  What  has  been  done  about  the  international  bank? 
V.  x,  p.  112. 

A  number  of  New  York  capitalists  have  visited  congress,  to 
discuss  the  subject  with  the  committee  on  banking  and  cur- 
rency. The  advantages  of  this  institution  to  commerce  will 
be  great,  and  there  is  every  probability  that  it  will  soon  be 
established. 

120.  What  plan  has  been  proposed  by  Mr.  Blaine  to 
ij9 praise  the  South  4 W^ncaft  trade  ?    y.  x,  p.  113, 
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He  proposes  that  we  shall  make  such  changes  in  our  tariff, 
as  shall  enable  us  to  admit  the  products  of  the  other  countries 
of  the  American  hemisphere  free  of  duty,  in  case  these  coun- 
tries or  any  of  them  shall  admit  our  products  without  charging 
customs  tariff  thereon. 

121.     What  is  there  noteworthy  in  this  proposition  ? 

The  fact  that  it  is  a  frank  admission,  by  one  of  the  accepted 
advocates  of  protection,  that  the  tariff  is  a  hindrance  to  the 
development  of  our  trade  with  other  countries. 

122  What  may  be  said  of  the  ocean  carrying  trade  of  the 
United  States  ? 

Sixty  years  ago,  our  country,  in  its  merchant  marine,  ranked 
second  among  the  powers  of  the  world ;  to-day  it  has  no  stand- 
ing whatever  as  a  maritime  nation. 

123.  Give  figures  to  show  this.     v.  x.  p.  3. 

In  1889,  out  of  1,996  vessels  which  carried  grain  and  bread- 
stuffs  from  the  port  of  New  York  to  meet  the  consumptive 
demand  of  Europe,  only  four  ships  sailed  under  the  American 
flag,  and  carried  571,169  bushels.  Great  Britain,  with  616 
ships,  carried  24,954,719  bushels.  In  1856  American  vessels 
transported  75.2  per  cent  of  the  value  of  all  merchandise 
exported  from  and  imported  into  the  United  States  ;  in  188H 
they  transported  but  13.48  per  cent, 

124.  What  causes  have  operated  to  bring  about 'this 
decline  ?     v.  ix,  p.  201 ;  v.  x,  pp.  3,  72. 

Economists  ascribe  it  to  two  principal  causes  :  our  naviga 
tion  laws  and  our  protective  tariff. 

125.  How  does  the  tariff  act  to  injure  our  marine? 

The  decadence  in  ship-building  in  this  country  began  with 
the  general  substitution,  among  marine  nations,  of  iron  for 
wood  as  a  material  for  ships  We  had  levied  a  high  tariff"  on 
iron,  enhancing  its  price  twenty-four  per  cent,  thus  making  it 
too  expensive  for  use  in  this  way.  Our  merchants  and  traders 
would  have  continued  to  sustain  our  marine,  by  buying  ships 
abroad  where  materials  for  their  construction  were  cheaper, 
had  it  not  been  for  the  navigation  laws. 

126.  How  did  these  laws  interfere  ? 

According  to  an  old  statute  enacted  in  the  early  days  of  the 
republic,  no  vessel  that  has  not  been  wholly  built  in  the 
United  States,  can  be  allowed  to  sail  under  the  American 
flag.  American  capitalists  can,  and  do,  to  some  extent, 
engage  in  the  carrying  trade,  but  they  can  only  do  so  profitably 
l)y  purchasing  their  vessels  abroad^  and  enrolling  these  in  tb^ 
jcaajioe  list  of  another  ;patipD^ 
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127 .  In  what  other  way  does  the  tariff  hinder  prosperity 
in  thi J  regard  ? 

It  has  enhanced  the  cost  of  our  manufactures,  generally, 
btfyond  the  point  where  they  can  be  sold  abroad  at  a  profit. 
Foreign  traders  might  be  willing  to  come  to  our  ports  and 
purchase  our  goods,  but  we  will  not  consent  to  take  what  they 
have  in  exchacge,  without  the  imposition  thereon  of  high 
customs  duties.  Without  exchange  upon  a  basis  fair  to  both 
sides,  there  can  be  no  international  commerce. 

128.  What  remedy  is  proposed  for  our  enfeebled  foreign 
trade? 

Another  dose  of  protection  in  the  form  of  subsidies  to  home- 
built  ships.  In  this  way,  it  is  imagined,  a  profit  may  be  forced 
into  a  business  which  under  the  natural  working  of  existing 
conditions  can  not  be  made  to  pay. 

129.  What  has  been  done  during  the  year,  for  the  improve- 
ment of  our  navy?    v.  ix,  p.  155;  v.  x.  p.  14. 

Work  has  progressed  on  the  war  vessels  previously  begun ; 
and  two  cruisers,  the  Baltimore  and  the  Charleston,  have  been 
completed,  and  have  borne  the  preliminary  tests  of  speed  and 
power,  with  fair  success.  Also,  the  secretary  of  the  navy, 
Mr.  Tracy,  appointed,  in  the  summer  of  1889,  a  naval  board, 
composed  of  experienced  officers,  to  draw  up  a  plan  for  the 
construction  of  a  complete  navy  for  the  United  States. 

130.  What  did  this  board  advise  ? 

Their  plan  was  laid  before  Secretary  Tracy,  in  Janurry, 
1890,  and  by  him  was  reported,  with  approving  recommenda- 
tions, to  congress.  This  plan  proposed  the  construction  of  a 
fleet  of  ninety-two  vessels,  thirty-five  of  the  number  to  be 
battle-ships,  ranging  from  6,000  to  10,000  tons  each.  The 
other  vessels  were  1o  include  twenty-nine  armored  and  pro- 
tected cruisers,  fifteen  fast  steaming  torpedo  cruisers  and  ten 
rams.  The  estimate  of  the  cost  of  this  navy  was  put  at  $280,- 
000,000  and  the  time  for  its  construction  at  fourteen  years. 

131.  How  did  congress  deal  with  this  scheme  ? 

It  did  not  approve  of  so  large  a  project,  and  after  some  discus- 
sion the  house  passed  a  bill  making  the  necessary  appropria- 
tion for  the  construction  of  eleven  new  battle-ships  and  cruis- 
ers for  the  navy. 

132.  What  other  important  fact  in  its  bearing  on  increased 
naval  efficiency,  may  be  noted  ?    v.  x,  p.  53. 

The  final  test  of  the  nitro-gelatin,  or  the  dynamite  gun, 
to  be  used  on  the  gunboat  Vesuvius.  This  gun  was  invented 
some  time iigo^  but  extended  (xperiment  was  needed  to^et  it 
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into  perfect  workiDg  order.  The  last  test  of  the  gun,  made  on 
the  Delaware  river,  Mar.  13,  1890,  was  the  first  in  which  "  live 
shells  "  containing  explosives  were  used.  The  trial  was  satis- 
factory in  every  particular.  The  power  used  in  propelling 
charges  from  this  gun  is  compressed  air. 


THE  LATE  GEN.  CROOK. 

[Maj.  Gen.  Georgo  Crook  was  born  in  Ohio  in  1829.  He  was  educat- 
ed at  West  Point  and  graduated  in  1852,  He  served  until  1861  on  the 
Pacific  coast,  during  ttie  war  he  served  in  Virginia  and  rose  to  the 
rank  of  major.  Alter  the  war  he  was  sent  to  Arizona  to  (luell  the 
hostile  Apaclies,  and  for  his  services  there  was  made  brigadier  genera'. 
In  1875  he  assumed  command  of  the  department  of  tlie  Platte  and 
con^quered  the  Sioux  and  Cheyennes,  ending  the  northwestern  Indian 
war.  In  1883  he  returned  to  Arizona  and  subdued  tlie  Apaches,  and 
in  1888  he  was  made  majoi  general  and  given  command  of  the  depart'? 
jwentof  the  Missouri.    He  uiedin  Chicago,  Ma' ch  2i,  1890.1 
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133.  What  changes  have  occurred  in  the  army  command 
during  the  year  ?     v.  x,  pp.  53,  63. 

Maj.  General  George  Crook,  commander  of  the  department 
of  the  Missouri,  died  at  Chicago,  Mar.  21,  1890.  Gen.  Nelson 
A .  Miles,  hitherto  commander  of  the  department  of  Arizona, 
was  appointed  as  Gen.  Crook's  successor. 

134.  How  was  Gen.  Crook  especially  famous  ? 


GEN.  NELSON  A.  MILES. 

[Gen.  Miles  was  born  in  1839.  His  military  career  began  when  he 
entered  the  army  in  1861  as  captain.  He  served  during-  the  war  and 
was  brevetted  brigadier  generallor  gallant  conduct .  In  1876  he  was 
sent  to  DaKota  under  Gen.  Crool^  to  subdue  the  Sioux  ;  he  was  made 
brigadier  general  in  the  regular  army  in  1880.] 

For  his  skill  in  dealing  with  the  Indians.  He  was  success- 
ful in  fighting  them,  because  of  his  thorough  understanding 
of  their  mode  of  warfare,  but  he  was  even  more  noteworthy 
for  his  tact  in  managing  them  in  time  of  peace. 

135.  What  important  treaty  was  he  especially  instrumen- 
tal in  concluding  during  ihe  pas^  year? 


30  QUESTIONS  FOE  THE  YEAU  1889-90. 

That  opening  the  great  Sioux  reservation  to  white  settle- 
ment. 

136.  Where  is  the  great  Sioux  reservation  and  what  can 
you  say  of  it?     v.ix,  pp.  77,  135. 

It  is  in  Dakota,  and  comprises  9,300,050  acres  of  land. 
Previous  attempts  were  made  to  negotiate  with  the  Indians 
for  this  land,  but  the  red  men  would  not  agree  to  the  terms 
offered.  During  the  last  few  weeks  of  his  term,  President 
Arthur  opened  the  reservation  by  proclamation,  but  this 
proclamation  was  rescinded  by  President  Cleveland,  on  the 
plea  that  previous  treaties  with  the  Indians  forbade  the  gov- 
ernment to  take  their  lands  from  them  without  their  consent. 
A  bill  was  passed  by  the  fiftieth  congress,  providing  for  tlie 
appointment  of  a  commission  of  three  members,  to  negotiate 
with  the  Sioux  for  the  purchase  of  their  land.  Gen  Crook 
was  the  chairman  of  this  commission. 

137.  What  terms  were  given  the  Indians  for  their  land  ? 

They  were  offered  $1.25  for  every  acre  taken  up  by  white 
settlers  during  the  first  year  after  opening  the  reservation,  75 
cents  for  each  acre  taken  the  second  year,  and  50  cents  for 
that  taken  thereafter.  The  Indians  were  not  altogether  satis- 
fied with  these  terms,  but  being  made  to  understand  that 
this  ofier  was  really  an  ultimatum,  they  consented. 

138.  What  disposition  will  be  made  of  the  Indians  of  this 
reservation  ? 

They  are  to  be  placed  in  three  disconnected  districts,  each 
district  being  further  divided  into  two  distinct  reservations. 
As  fast  as  possible,  the  Indians  are  to  be  allotted  lands  in 
severalty,  farming  materials  are  to  be  supplied  to  them  and  a 
permanent  fund  is  to  be  appropriated  for  the  support  of  schools 
among  them. 

139.  What  other  lands  have  been  taken  for  white  settle- 
ment during  the  year  ? 

Several  of  the  reservations  in  the  Minnesota  lake  region, 
aggregating  in  extent  some  3,000,000  acres.  The  red  men  on 
the  lands  have  been  offered  the  choice  of  retaining  allotments 
thereon,  or  of  selling  the  same  and  moving  to  other  reserva- 
tions. 

140.  What  further  purchase  has  been  attempted  ?  v.  ix, 
p.  155. 

That  of  what  is  called  the  Cherokee  strip,  or  outlet.  This 
is  a  strip  of  land  lying  between  Kansas  and  Oklahoma,  which 
was  granted  to  the  Cherokee  nation  by  treaty  in  1828,  the 
grant  being  confirmed  in  1833  and  1866.  The  United  States 
retained  the  right  to  settle  friendly  Indians  upon  it,  but  never 
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exercised  the  privilege.     The  o£fer  to  buy  this  land,  however, 
was  declined  by  the  Indians. 

141.     What  reason  was  given  for  this  refusal? 

The  plea  was  made  that  by  the  Cherokee  constitution  the 
lands  are  the  common  property  of  the  tribe  and  therefore  can- 
not be  sold  until  an  amendment  permitting  such  sale  had 
been  adopted  and  this  change  was  not  possible  until  the  next 
meeting  of  the  Cherokee  council  in  1891.    The  real  reason  is 


THOMAS  J.  MOEGAN, 
Commissioner  of  Indian  Affairs. 
said  to  be  that  the  Indians  prefer  to  continue  to  lease  the  land, 
as  they  have  done  for  some  years,  to  cattle  raisers  for  grazing 
purposes,  finding  this  arrangement  much  more  profitable  than 
selling  the  land  outright. 

142.     What  subsequent  attempt  was  made  to  secure  posses- 
sion of  this  land  unlawfully  ?     v.  x,  p.  52. 

A  report  was  spread,  when  the  bill  giving  Oklahoma  a  ter- 
ritorial government  was  passed,  that  this  act  would  also  open 
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the  Cherokee  strip  for  settlement.  This  led  to  an  unauthor- 
ized invasion  of  the  land  by  settlers  in  March,  1890,  which 
the  president  was  compelled  to  check  by  the  use  of  the  federal 
troops. 

143.  What  other  changes  in  the  Indian  lands  are  impend- 
ing?   V.  X,  pp.  54,  112. 

A  bill  is  before  congress  providing  for  the  transfer  of  the 
Colorado  Utes  from  their  reservation  in  Southern  Colorado  to 
lands  in  the  Blue  Mountains  in  Utah.  A  bill  which  was 
parsed  to  cut  down  the  reservation  of  the  Uncompahgre  Utes, 
in  Utah,  and  restore  two  ranges  of  townships  therein  to  the 
puiilic  domain,  was  vetoed  by  the  president,  for  the  very  good 
reason  that  the  bill  was  plainly  designed  to  serve  private 
rather  than  public  ends. 

i44.  Have  we  had  any  outbreaks  among  the  Indians  this 
year  ? 

There  have  been  some  threatenings  of  difficulty  with  the 
Navajos,  and  again  with  the  tribes  of  Montana.  Prompt 
action  on  the  part  of  the  United  States  authorities  easily 
quieted  the  discontent. 

145.  What  is  the  opinion  of  our  commissioner  of  Indian 
affairs  on  our  relations  with  the  tribes  of  the  west? 

Mr.  Thomas  J.  Morgan,  the  present  commissioner,  has  made 
a  thoughtful  investigation  of  the  situation,  and  declares  that 
we  no  longer  need  an  army  on  the  border  as  anything  more 
than  a  police  force,  since  concerted  and  effective  outbreaks  of 
the  tribes  are  no  longer  possible.  But  the  important  thing  now 
is  to  educate  the  Indian  and  protect  him  as  far  as  possible 
from  imbibing  the  vices  only  of  the  civilization  that  is  crowd- 
ing so  closely  upon  him . 

146.  What  can  be  said  concerning  the  management  of  the 
civil  service  during  the  year  ? 

The  cause  of  civil  service  reform, — by  which  is  meant  the 
entire  separation  of  the  service  from  partisan  politics,  and  its 
administration  on  business  principles  solely — has  apparently 
not  advanced,  owing  to  covert  opposition  to  it  in  some  of  the 
executive  departments,  and  open  disapproval  expressed  by 
members  of  congress.  But  the  civil-servi3e  commission  has 
fought  bravely  against  open  violations  of  the  law  ;  the  civil- 
service  reform  league  has  done  good  work  in  keeping  the 
essential  principles  of  the  reform  before  the  people  ;  and  it  is 
thought  that,  considering  the  matter  broadly,  the  cause  has 
gained,  rather  than  lost,  friends. 

147.  With  what  special  difficulty  has  the  civil  service  com- 
mission had  to  contend  ? 
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With  private  malice,  which  has  availed  itself  of  public 
means  in  its  endeavor  to  hinder  the  work  of  the  commissioners. 
In  this  way,  a  congressional  investigation  of  the  work  of  the 
commission  was  brought,  which,  however,  after  extended 
inquiry,  could  find  nothing  to  censure  beyond  a  single  in- 
stance of  negligence  on  the  part  of  Commissioner  Lyman. 

148.  What  important  suit  was  instituted  by  the  commis- 
sioners?   V.  ix,  p.  199  ;  V.  X,  p.  72, 

In  the  fall  election  of  1889,  a  political  club  of  Washington, 
D.  C,  was  active  in  raising  money  to  aid  in  carrying  on  the 
campaign.  The  civil- service  commission  therefore  had  the 
club  indicted  for  collecting  political  assessments  in  violation 
of  the  civil-service  law.  The  case  was  appealed  by  the  presi- 
dent of  the  club,  and  now  awaits  a  decision  in  the  United 
States  courts. 

149.  What  can  you  say  of  the  progress  of  ballot  reform 
during  the  year?     v.  ix,  pp.  176,  209,  228. 

Four  states — Connecticut, Rhode  Island,  New  York  and  New 
Jersey —  have  adopted  laws  providing  for  the  introduction 
of  the  Australian  system.  This  brings  the  number  of  states 
who  have  adopted  such  laws  since  the  agitation  for  reform 
began  in  1887,  up  to  fourteen.  Trial  was  made  of  the  new 
system  in  several  of  the  states  in  the  fall  elections  of  1889, 
with  such  beneficial  results  that  the  permanence  of  the  reform 
and  its  eventual  adoption  by  all  of  the  states  must  now  be 
regarded  as  certainties. 

150.  What  has  been  done  by  congress  for  this  reform? 
Nothing  that  it  ought  to  have  done,  and  everything  which 

it  should  have  left  undone.  The  house  has  passed  a  federal 
election  bill  providing  for  the  use  of  troops  at  the  polls,  a 
measure  not  only  unconstitutional,  but  ill-advised  by  every 
consideration.  Both  houses  have  refused  to  consider  bills 
providing  for  the  publicity  of  election  expenditures,  and  for  a 
much-needed  investigation  into  the  scandalous  briberies  of 
1888.  Apparently,  our  federal  legislators  are  so  blinded  by 
partisanship  that  they  can  recognize  neither  the  necessity  for, 
nor  the  limitations  of,  their  co-operation  in  this  important 
reform. 

151.  What  can  be  said  of  the  labor  question  during  the 
year? 

There  was  a  strike  in  a  coal- mining  district  of  Central 
Illinois  in  the  summer  of  1889,  which  excited  wide  interest, 
because  of  the  total  failure  of  all  attempts  to  settle  the  diffi- 
culty. It  ended  in  the  virtual  destruction  of  the  industry  in 
that  locality.      There  have  been  quite  a  large    number  of 
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minor  strikes  since  then,  but  the  general  condition  of  business 
has  been  dull,  and  many  large  factories  in  different  parts  of 
the  country  have  stopped  work,  a  state  of  things  which  oper- 
ates, as  a  rule,  as  a  check  on  the  rash  policy  of  strikes. 

152.  What  important  movement  has  been  started  among 
the  farmers  of  the  country?     v.  ix,  p.  144;  v.  x,  pp.  42,  63. 

The  Farmers'  Alliance,  an  organization  which  has  become 
very  stroEg  in  western  and  southern  states,  having  a  numerous 
membership  among  the  negroes  of  the  latter  locality.  In  its 
beginning,  this  seemed  to  be  merely  an  offshoot  of  the  old 
defunct  granger  movement.  It  is  not  content,  however,  with 
the  object  of  the  grangers,  to  terrorize  railways  into  reducing 
their  rates,  but  declares  its  purpose  to  be  to  hold  the  balance 
of  power  between  the  two  great  political  parties,  and  to  com- 
pel a  due  representation  of  agricultural  interests  in  congress. 

153.  What  can  you  say  of  the  demands  of  this  organization 
as  formulated  in  its  various  state  gatherings  ? 

These  have  included  nearly  everything,  from  a  scaling 
down  of  existing  mortgages  by  order  of  the  state  legislatures, 
and  a  fixed  high  price  for  all  farm  products,  to  amendments  of 
the  federal  constitution,  electing  senators  by  a  direct  vote  of 
the  people,  and  abolishing  the  supreme  court.  But  the  inno- 
vation in  whose  favor  all  the  branches  of  the  organization  are 
united  is  known  as  the  "  sub-treasury  plan."  This  has  been 
embodied  in  a  bill  which  has  been  introduced  into  both  houses 
of  congress. 

154.  What  are  the  details  of  this  plan? 

It  proposes,  in  brief,  that  the  federal  goverement  shall 
build  fire-proof  warehouses  in  various  parts  of  the  country 
wherein  farm  products  may  be  stored,  and  that  the  govern- 
ment shall  loan  money  on  this  produce  to  the  extent  of  80 
per  cent  of  its  value  ;  the  rate  of  interest  to  be  paid  by  the 
farmer  for  these  advances  being  one  per  cent.  The  advocates 
of  this  plan  claim  that  it  would  prevent  the  fluctuation  in 
prices  now  caused  by  speculation,  and  will  assure  to  the 
farmer,  in  all  seasons,  a  good  price  for  his  grain. 

155.  What  was  the  result  of  the  movement  started  in 
1889, — among  farmers  mainly, — to  control  the  prices  of  dressed 
beef?     V.  ix,  p.  218 ;  v.  x,  p.  92 . 

This  movement  resulted  in  the  passage,  in  several  of  the 
states,  of  laws  forbidding  the  sale  within  the  state  of  any 
meat  except  from  animals  slaughtered  within  its  limits. 
These  laws,  by  state  courts,  and  finally,  in  May,  1890,  by  the 
United  States  supreme  court,  have  been  pronounced  unconsti- 
tutional, and  therefore  null  and  void. 
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156.  What  decision  of  the  federal  supreme  court  was  it 
that  called  forth  the  demand  of  the  farmers  for  the  aboli- 
tion of  this  court?    v.  x,  pp.  62,  63. 

One  reversing  the  decision  of  state  courts  in  certain  railway 
cases,  and  declaring  that  neither  a  state  railroad  commission 
nor  state  laws  can  arbitrarily  fix  railroad  rates,  but  that  when 
1  he  reasonableness  of  such  rates  is  called  into  question,  the 
matter  must  be  decided  by  the  courts. 

157.  What  other  decision  of  the  supreme  court  met  with 
much  popular  cecsure  ? 

A  decision  in  the  famous  "original  package"  case,  reversing 
the  finding  of  the  state  court  on  the  matter. 

158.  Give  a  history  of  this  case. 

Some  three  years  ago,  a  firm  of  Illinois  brewers  sent  beer 
in  seahd  kegs  to  Keokuk,  Iowa,  where  it  was  offered  for  sale 
in  this  form.  It  was  seized  under  the  prohibitory  law  in  force 
in  the  state,  and  the  owners  of  the  liquor  brought  suit  against 
the  local  authorities,  claiming  that  the  seizure  was  an  unwar- 
ranted interference  with  inter-state  commerce,  a  matter  under 
the  control  of  congress  only. 

159.  What  decisions  were  given  in  the  case? 

The  local  court  decided  iu  favor  of  the  brewers,  but  the 
supreme  court  of  the  state  of  Iowa  reversed  this  decision. 
The  case  was  then  taken  to  the  federal  court,  which  overruled 
the  Iowa  court,  declaring  that  the  right  of  the  transportation 
of  articles  from  one  state  to  another  implies  the  right  to  stll 
them  in  unbroken  packages,  and  moreover  that  according  to 
the  constitution,  the  power  to  regulate  such  commerce  rests 
with  congress  alone.  The  court  did  not  attempt  to  reconcile 
this  decision  with  one  given  some  two  years  ago,  affirming 
the  constitutionality  of  state  prohibitory  laws,  but  threw 
upon  congress  the  responsibility  of  solving  the  difficult 
problem. 

160.  What  action  did  cons;ress  take  ? 

Bills  were  introduced  into,  and  passed  by,  both  houses, 
declaring  the  absolute  power  of  the  state  to  regulate,in  all  par- 
ticulars, the  traffic  in  intoxicating  liquors  within  its  borders. 
These  two  bills  differing  in  detail,  a  conference  committee  has 
prepared  a  compromise  measure,  which  will  no  doubt  be 
accepted  and  put  into  force  without  delay. 

161.  What  progress  has  constitutional  prohibition  made 
during  the  year  ? 

Five  states — New  Hampshire,  Massachusetts,  Pennsylvania, 
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Rhode  Island  a?id  Connecticut — voted  on  the  question  during 
1889,  all  giving  large  majorities  against  it.  Strenuous  f  fforts 
were  made  to  embody  prohibitory  laws  in  the  constitutions  ol 
the  new  states  admitted  last  year,  and  these  were  successful  in 
the  cases  of  two— North  and  South  Dakota. 

162.  What  other  important  recent  decisions  of  the  United 
States  supreme  court  may  be  noted  ? 

Decisions  in  the  Mormon  conspiracy  cases,  in  the  Mormon 
corporation  case,  and  in  the  case  of  Marshal  Nagle,  who  shot 
and  killed  Judge  Terry  at  Lathrop,  Cal.  Aug.  14,  1889. 

163.  What  were  the  circumstances  of  this  last -mentioned 
case?    V.  ix,  p.  146;  -v.  x,  p.  73. 

Terry,  an  ex-judge  of  the  California  court,  was  a  passionate, 
unprincipled  man,  who,  having  been  punished  for  contempt 
of  court  by  Justice  Field,  of  the  supreme  bench,  had  threaten- 
ed to  kill  the  latter,  "  on  sight."  The  two  met  at  a  railway 
station,  and  Terry  attacked  the  justice  with  blows  but  was 
checked  in  his  assault  by  Nagle,  a  deputy  United  States  mar- 
shal, who  shot  at  him,  killing  him  instantly. 

164.  What  was  done  with  Nagle  ? 

He  was  arrested  by  state  oflScers,  but  was  released  on  a  writ 
of  habeas  corpus.  A  appeal  was  taken  from  this  which 
brought  the  case  before  the  federal  courts.  The  circuit  court 
justified  the  action  of  Nagle,  and  the  supreme  court  affirmed 
this  decision.  It  was  held  that  Nagle  was  simply  performing 
his  duty  in  protecting  his  superior  officer  from  assault. 

165.  What  was  the  Mormon  corporation  case  ?    v.  x,  p.  92. 

A  case  under  the  Edmunds  anti-polygamy  law.  One  pro- 
vision of  this  law  dissolved  the  Mormon  church  corporation, 
and  confiscated  its  property.  The  enforcement  of  this  provision 
was  contestedjOn  the  plea  that  it  was  unconstitutional,  but  the 
territorial  court  affirmed  the  law  against  the  Mormons  and  the 
federal  court  sustained  this  decision. 

166.  What  were  the  Mormon  conspiracy  cases  ?  v.  ix,  p. 
164;  V.  X,  p.  24. 

Many  Mormons  having  settled  in  Idaho,  their  acquisition  of 
power  there  was  prevented  by  act  of  the  territorial  legislature 
providing  that  every  voter  must  take  an  oath  disavowing  all 
connection  with  the  Mormon  church.  To  evade  this  law,  the 
Mormons  allowed  some  of  their  members  to  nominally  with- 
draw from  the  church  in  order  to  exercise  the  right  of  suffrage. 
These  persons  were  indicted  for  conspiracy,  arrested  and 
imprisoned.  The  territorial  court  denying  an  application  for 
a.  writ  of  habeas  corpus,  the  case  was  appealed  to  the  United 
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States  sapreme  court.     This  body,  however,  fully  affirmed  the 
stand  which  the  lower  court  had  taken. 

167.  How  has  the  case  of  the  Idaho  government  against  the 
Mormons  been  since  strengthened  ? 

By  the  terms  of  the  bill  admitting  Idaho  as  a  state,  which 
became  a  law  by  the  signature  of  the  president  July  3,  1890,  a 
territorial  constitution  embodying  the  an ti -Mormon  statute, 
became  the  organic  law  of  the  new  state. 

166.  What  other  state,  just  admitted,  has  secured  a  pecu- 
liar constitutional  feature  in  the  same  way  ? 

Wyoming,  whose  admission  bill  was  signed  July  9.  Her 
territorial  constitution,  also  made  a  law  by  congress  without 
a  vote  of  the  people  of  the  state,  contains  a  provision  giving  to 
women  the  right  of  suffrage  at  all  elections. 

169.  What  movement  against  Chinese  residents  in  this 
country  has  excited  some  objection?    v.  x,  pp.  23,  63. 

A  bill  providing  for  the  enumeration  of  the  Chinese  in  this 
country  through  the  machinery  of  the  census,  had  a  clause 
authorizing  an  examination  by  the  enumerator  into  the  cre- 
dentials of  all  Chinese  residents,  and  the  immediate  arrest  and 
deportation  from  the  country  of  all  individuals  found  to  be 
without  the  proper  certificates.  The  New  York  chamber  of 
commerce,  and  other  business  organizations,  protested  against 
this  bill  as  a  violation  of  our  treaties  with  China,  and  a  gross 
and  needloss  affront  to  that  country. 

170.  What  can  you  say  of  the  census  now  in  progress? 

The  work  of  gathering  statistics  of  the  population  and  prog- 
ress of  the  nation  began  June  1,  1890,  the  country  being 
divided  into  distiicts  for  the  work.  A  more  elaborate  plan 
of  inquiry  than  any  previously  used  was  drawn  up,  presenting 
thirty-two  questions  calling  for  specific  information  not  only 
concerning  the  industries,  occupations,  invested  wealth  and  so- 
cial conditions  of  the  people  as  in  previous  censuses,  but  also 
less  important  matters,  such  as  personal  debts  and  chronic  dis- 
eases. The  machinery  of  this  elaborate  inquisition  did  not  work 
with  entire  smoothness,  however.  As  to  the  results  of  the  cen- 
sus nothing  is  yet  known  except  the  count  of  population 
The  estimate  of  the  total  population  is  given  as  something  over 
64,000,000. 

171.  What  remarkable  criminal  case  became  a  center  of 
public  interest  during  the  year  ?    v.  ix,  pp.  85,  64,  198,  228. 

The  trial  of  the  supposed  murderers  of  Dr.  Cronin.  This 
gentleman,  a  Chicago  physician,  was  killed  in  May,  1889. 
Five  men  were  indicted  on  the  evidence  of  certain  circumstan- 
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ces  which  indicated  their  part  in,  or  criminal^know ledge  of, 
the  murder.  After  a  protracted  trial,  three  of  the  men  were 
sentenced  to  imprisonment  for  life,  one  to  a  term  of  three 
months,  and  the  fifth  was  acquitted.  The  general  interest  in 
the  case  arose  from  the  belief  that  the  motive  of  the  murder 
would  be  found  in  a  plot  instigated  by  the  officers  of  an  Irish 
secret  society — to  which  the  murdered  man  belonged — but 
this  expectation  was  not  realized. 

172.  What  instance  of  capital  punishment  also  attracted 
attention  ? 

That  of  Kemmler,  a  murderer  in  New  York,  whose  case 
attracted  notice  because  he  was  the  first  individual  executed 
under  the  law  that  went  into  effect  in  January,  1889,  substitu- 
ting death  by  electricity  for  hanging  in  capital  cases.  The  oppo- 
sition made  to  the  exercise  of  this  punish meut  by  electrical 
companies  served  to  intensify  its  sensational  interest. 
Through  the  influence  of  these  corporations  the  execution  was 
postponed  repeatedly  on  one  pretext  and  another,  but  finally 
took  place  Aug.  6,  1890. 

173.  What  object  had  these  companies  in  interfering  with 
the  operation  of  the  new  law  ? 

Electrical  force  has  been  widely  adopted  in  recent  years,  in 
industrial  and  other  appliances  of  everyday  life,and  has  proved 
a  source  of  great  wealth  to  the  companies  handling  it.  They 
naturally  feared  that  the  employment  of  this  force  in  capital 
punishment  would  excite  a  general  and  needless  prejudice 
against  its  common  use. 

174.  What  important  public  work  has  been  projected  in 
Illinois?    V.  ix,  p.  220. 

The  construction  of  a  waterway  connecting  Lake  Michigan 
through  the  Illinois  river  with  the  Mississippi.  Through  this 
waterway,  which  is  to  be  160  feet  wide  and  22  feet  deep,  and 
to  have  a  fall  giving  a  current  of  not  less  than  three  miles  an 
hour,  600,000  cubic  feet  of  water  will  pass  per  minute,  carry- 
ing the  sewage  of  the  great  city  of  Chicago  to  the  Mississippi 
river. 

175.  What  other  important  public  works  have  been  in 
progress  during  the  year? 

The  construction  of  a  tunnel  under  the  Hudson  river,  from 
Jersey  City  1o  New  York,  and  also  of  a  tunnel  under  the  St. 
Clair  river  at  Detroit  between  the  United  States  and  Canada. 
A  new  aqueduct  from  the  Croton  lake  to  New  York,  nearly 
doubling  the  supply  of  water  of  the  great  city,  also  deserves 
notice  as  an  engineering  labor  of  skill  and  usefulness. 
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175.  What  approaching  anniversary  has  excited  much  gen- 
eral interest  this  year  ? 

The  quadri- centennial  of  the  discovery  of  the  American  con- 
tinent, to  occur  in  1892. 

176.  How  is  this  anniversary  to  be  celebrated  ? 

By  a  *'  world's  fair"  which,  in  accordance  with  an  act  passed 
by  congress  in  April  last,  is  to  be  held  in  Chicago. 

177.  What  persons,  more  or  less   known  in   public  life,  in 
this  country,  have  died  since  Sept.  1, 1889? 


THE  LATE  SAMUEL  S.  COX. 

Samuel  S.  Cox,  member  of  congress  from  New  York,  well 
known  Democratic  politician  and  author,  died  Sept.  10;  George 
R.  Pendleton,  ex-United  States  minister  to  Germany,  famous 
as  the  originator  of  the  civil  service  reform  plan,  Nov.  24  ; 
Jefferson  Davis,  ex-president  of  the  Confederate  states,  Dec. 
6;  H.  W.  Grady,  orator  and  editor  of  the  south,  Dec.  23  ;  W. 
D.  Kelly,  Republican    congressman   from   Pennsylvania,  and 
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leading  protectionist,  Jan.  8,  1890;  H.  H.  Riddleberger,  Vir- 
ginia politician,  and  United  States  senator,  Jan.  24;  Samuel 
Randall,  Democratic  congressman  from  Pennsylvania,  noted 
as  leader  of  the  small  faction  of  Democratic  protectionists, 
Apr.  3  ;  James  Beck,  United  States  senator  from  Kentucky, 
May  3.  Gen.  Crook,  commander  of  the  department  of  the 
Missouri,  died  March  21;  Gen.  Fremont,  once  a  famous  officer  in 


-''s)^^*:--: 


THE  LATE  W.  D.  KELLY. 
t 

he  army,  July  13;  Eugene  Schuyler,  diplomatist  and  poet, 
July  18;  and  John  Boyle  O'Reilly,  an  Irish-American  poet  ot 
note,  Aug.  10. 
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ABROAD. 

178.  What  have  been  our  relations  with  Canada  during  the 
year  ? 

In  diplomatic  phrase,  they  have  been  "  strained,"  since  the 
Dominion  government  has  strongly  disapproved  of  the  stand 
taken  by  the  present  United  States  administration  on  the 
seal  fisheries  In  Behring  sea. 

179.  Why  are  the  Canadians  directly  interested  in  this 
difficulty? 

Not  only  because  the  v^aters  in  dispute  border  upon  British 
Columbia,  but  also  because  many  Canadian  vessels  are  employed 
in  the  fishery  which  Mr.  Blaine  has  declared  to  be  illicit,  and 
contra  bonos  mores. 

180.  How  about  the  question  of  the  rights  of  fishermen  of 
the  two  uHtions  on  the  eastern  coast  of  the  continent,  so  long 
unsettled  ? 

This  is  still  open.  The  modus  vivendi  under  which  the 
fisheries  had  been  conducted  for  the  past  two  years  expired 
Feb.  18,  1890.  This  was  renewed,  by  common  agreement, 
pending  the  promised  negotiations,  and,  by  good  fortune,  no 
serious  difficulty  has  yet  occurred. 

181.  On  what  minor  matter  was  complaint  made  by  this 
country  to  the  Dominion  government  ?    v.  ix,  p.  157. 

Last  year  that  government  issued  an  order  exacting  a  fee  of 
fifty  cents  from  all  vessels  not  holding  Canadian  coasting  licen- 
ses for  each  report  inward  or  clearance  outward.  It  was 
claimed  that  this  order  was  used  to  tax  only  United  States  ves- 
sels, butthe  reply  to  the  complaint  showed  that  British  vessels 
which  neglected  to  secure  coasting  privileges  were  fined  in  the 
same  way. 

182.  How  was  the  situation  defined  by  the  Canadian  min- 
ister of  customs? 

As  a  question  of  reciprocal  favor.  As  long,  he  said,  as  the 
United  States  refused  to  grant  coasting  privileges  to  Canadian 
vessels,  her  ships  cannot  claim  these  privileges  in  Canada. 

183.  What  moves  have  been  made  in  the  Canadian  provin- 
ces, looking  toward  reciprocal  trade  with  this  country  ? 

The  Manitoba  legislature  has  passed  a  resolution  declaring 
in  favor  of  the  establishment  of  unrestricted  reciprocity  with 
the  United  States,  and  the  Ontario  legislature  has  favorably 
considered  a  similar  measure.      Nova  Scotia  has  repeatedly 
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expressed  its  approval  of  the  plan  of  reciprocal  trade,  and  has 
now  made  a  distinct  demand  that  the  Dominion  government 
shall  secure  this  privilege  for  them  by  treaty  with  the  United 
States. 

184.  How  far  can  the  British  American  provinces  act  for 
themselves  in  matters  of  this  kind  ? 

Though  the  different  provinces  which  constitute  the  Dom- 
inion of  Canada  have  separate  administrations,  legislatures, 
and  governors,  land  are  fully  competent  to  conduct  their 
own  internal  affairs,  they  could  not  carry  on  negotiations  with 
foreign  powers  independently  of  the  central  government. 
Indeed,  as  concerns  the  power  to  make  treaties,  the  Dominion 
government  itself  is  obliged  to  defer  to  the  greater  power  of 
the  home  government,  i.  e.,  that  of  Great  Britain. 

185.  Has  Canada  ever  attempted  to  take  the  initiative  in 
transactions  of  this  kind  ? 

A  resolution  was  brought  forward  in  the  Dominion  parlia- 
ment in  the  spring  of  1889,  whose  purpose  was  to  demand  of 
the  British  government,  that  the  Dominion  be  granted  full  pow- 
er to  negotiate  commercial  treaties.  This  resolution  did  not 
pass,  but  the  same  session  of  par] lament  an  extradition  bill 
was  enacted,  which  was  intended  to  substitute  legislative 
action  for  an  imperial  treaty,  in  dealing  with  the  difficult 
question  of  the  deportation  of  criminals  from  the  United 
States  to  Canada. 

186.  What  became  of  this  bill  ? 

It  was  referred  to  the  home  government,  which  recognized 
fully  the  necessity  which  it  had  been  prepared  to  meet,  but 
judged  it  better  to  render  the  bill  unnecessary  by  the  negotia- 
tion of  a  treaty  with  this  country,  providing  for  the  extradi- 
tion of  offenders.     [This  treaty  we  have  already  described.] 

187.  What  British-American  province  has  had  trouble 
concerning  its  fisheries?  v.  ix,  p.  231;  v.  x,  pp.  18,  85,  96, 
101,  131. 

Newfoundland,  on  which  island  the  old  difficulty  caused  by 
jealousy  of  French  rights  has  broken  out  afresh. 

188.  What  rights  has  France  upon  the  Newfoundland 
coast  ? 

When  Newfoundland  was  ceded  to  England  in  1713,  by  the 
treaty  of  Utrecht,  there  was  reserved  to  France  the  right  to 
fish  along  the  western  coast.  In  the  treaty  between  the  pow- 
ers in  1783,  tiie  exclusive  right  to  the  fisheries  in  those  waters 
was  given  to  France,  and  full  right  to  occupy  the  coast  with 
the  necessary  establishments  for  curing  the  fish.  The  French 
have  also  made  settlements  on  the  western  coast  and  they 
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claim  the  right  not  only  to  exclude  the  islanders  from  all 
privileges  there,  but  also  to  be  themselves  independent  of  the 
government  of  the  island .  This  situation  has  caused  con- 
stantly recurring  trouble  for  years. 

189.     What  circumstance  brought   about  the  present  diffi- 
culty? / 
France  has  within  a  few  years  built  up  a  new  and  lucrative 


THE  MARQUIS  OF  SALISBURY^ 
Pbime  Minister  of  England. 

[Robert  A.  T.  G.  Cecil,  Marquis  of  Salisbury,  has  once  before  held 
the  premiership,  but  onlv  for  a  few  months  in  1885.  He  was  foreign 
secretary  under  Beaconsiieid.  Lord  Salisbury  took  his  present  office 
in  July,  188^,  the  Liberal  party  having  just  been  defeated  In  a  general 
election.  At  that  time  he  d:d  not  rank  high  as  a  statesman,  but  has 
sine 3  risen  in  popular  esteem.] 

industry  on  the  Newfoundland  shores,  in  the  lobster  fisheries. 
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The  islanders  have  deeply  resented  the  interpretation  of  the 
old  treaty,  by  which  this  new  industry — unnamed  in  the 
treaty,  because  then  unknown — is,  as  far  as  the  west  coast  of 
the  island  is  concerned,  made  the  sole  property  of  the  French 
fishermen.  At  the  instance  of  the  island  government,  therefore, 
Lord  Salisbury  sent,  in  November  last,  a  note  to  the  French 
government  demanding  that  the  lobster  fishery  carried  on  by 
the  French  in  Newfoundland  should  be  stopped. 

190.  How  did  the  French  receive  this  demand  ?  v.  x,  p.  18. 
The   French   premier  protested  against  it  as  a  violation  of 

existing  treaties.  The  question  was  also  discussed  in  the 
French  assembly  with  much  heat,  and  many  members  de- 
manded that  French  rights  should  be  upheld  to  the  fullest  ex- 
tent, even  at  the  risk  of  war.  More  pacific  counsels  prevailed, 
however,  and  in  the  spring  a  commission  was  sent  by  the  New- 
foundland government  to  London,  through  whose  negotiations 
a  modus  Vivendi  was  agreed  to. 

191.  What  were  the  terms  of  this  agreement  ? 

The  questions  of  principle  and  respective  rights  were  set 
aside  to  be  settled  by  future  negotiations,  and  it  was  agreed 
that  existing  establishments  should  not  be  interfered  with, 
but  that  no  new  factories  could  be  built,  except  by  consent  of 
the  commanders  of  both  the  British  and  French  naval  stations 
on  the  islands,  and  only  at  points  similarly  agreed  upon. 
Should  any  new  lobster  fishery  be  permitted  to  either  nation, 
the  fishermen  of  the  other  country  may  f  stablish  a  lobster 
fishery  also,  on  a  spot  similarly  selected.  Tbis  arrangement 
is  understood  to  be  purely  provisional,  and  to  hold  through 
the  present  fishing  season  only. 

192.  Was  this  arrangement  approved  of  by  the  islanders? 
Not  at  all.     An  angry  address  to   the  queen  was  voted  by 

the  Newfoundland  parliament,  which  declared  that  the  privi- 
leges given  to  the  French  were  without  warrant  of  law,  imper- 
ial or  colonial.  The  colony,  it  was  declared,  would  be  satisfied 
with  nothing  less  than  the  removal  of  every  French  lobster 
factory  from  the  island,  and  the  abolition  of  the  bounties  on 
the  fishing  product. 

193.  What  is  the  present  state  of  the  dispute  ? 

This  address  seems  to  have  been  adopted  by  the  legislature 
in  a  fit  of  rage.  This  angry  fit  passed,  a  more  reasonable  view 
of  matters  seems  to  have  been  taken,  and  in  the  latter  part  of 
July  the  Newfoundland  premier  informed  England  that  New- 
foundland will  admit  the  rights  of  the  French  on  the  west 
shore,  provided  France  will  refrain  from  stimulating  the  in- 
dustry by  the  offer  of   bounties.     It  has  been  declared  in  the 
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French  assembly  that  this  condition  will  not  be  acceded  to, 
but  it  is  probable  that  a  compromise  will  in  some  way  be  se- 
cured. It  is  plain  that  neither  France  nor  England  desires  to 
push  matters  to  the  point  of  actual  outbreak. 

194.  What  can  be  said  of  political  affairs  in  England  dur- 
ing the  year  ? 

That  these  have  been  characterized  with  unusual  quietness. 
There  has  been -no  lack  of  party  contention,  and  some  import- 
ant measures  have  been  attempted,  but  none  of  these  have 
been  carried  through  to  successful  completion. 

195.  What  was  the  conclusion  of  the  Parnell  commission, 
which  excited  so  much  interest  during  the  previous  ^ ear  ?  v. 
ix,  pp.  187,  201,  207. 

The  commission  met,  after  three  months'  adjournment, 
October  24.  Although  Mr.  Parnell  and  his  friends  had  form- 
ally withdrawn  from  the  case  in  July,  several  now  came  for- 
ward in  defense  of  the  land  leaguers,  and  Mr.  Davitt  reviewed 
the  whole  Irish  question  in  a  speech  which  lasted  four  days. 
Sir  Henry  James  then  went  over  the  other  side,  in  a  speech  of 
even  greater  length,  after  which  the  work  of  the  commission 
was  declared  to  be  at  an  end.  Feb.  13,  its  report  was  laid 
before  parliament. 

196.  What  was  the  gist  of  this  report?    \.  x,  p.  38. 

On  the  serious  charges  of  insincerity  and  implication  in  the 
Phoenix  park  murders,  Mr.  Parnell  and  the  other  Home  Rule 
leaders  were  acquitted,  since  the  letters  on  which  these  charges 
had  been  based,  had  been  shown  to  be  forgeries.  It  was,  how- 
ever, held  to  be  proved  by  the  evidence  that  had  been  brought 
forward,  that  the  Parnellites  had  incited  persons  to  acts  of 
intimidation,  which  acts  had  led  to  crime  and  outrage;  that 
they  had  defended  persons  charged  with  agrarian  crimes,  and 
had  given  money  to  compensate  persons  who  had  been  injured 
in  the  commission  of  crime.  That  the  land  league  had  encour- 
aged criminal  acts  and  outrage,  they  considered  presumptively 
proved  by  the  prevalence  of  such  acts  when  the  league  was  in  a 
flourishing  condition. 

197.  What  was  especially  noteworthy  about  the  report  ? 

Its  temperate  and  dispassionate  tone.  It  aimed  to  be  a 
calm  summary  of  the  evidence — nothing  more.  This  quality, 
which  should  be  the  distinguishing  characteristic  of  every  leg- 
islative committee  report,  is,  strange  to  say,  scarcely  ever  found 
therein. 

198.  What  was  done  wilh  the  report?    v.  x,  pp.  47,  58. 
After  nearly  a  month  of  party  contention,  it  was  accepter] 

wl^b^w^  r*Heration  by  botb  bonses  of  parliament  ■ 
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199.  What  was  the  issue  of  Mr.  Parnell's  suit  against  the 
London  Times?    v.  x,  p. 27. 

This  suit  was  first  brought  in  the  Scotch  courts  for  two 
reasons:  (1)  because  Mr.  Parnell  thought  that  he  would  have 
less  prejudice  to  contend  with  there  than  in  the  English  courts, 
and  (2)  because  a  majority  are  there  empowered  to  bring  in  a 
verdict.  It  was,  however,  thrown  out  there  on  a  plea  of  want 
of  jurisdiction,  and  a  suit  was  then  brought  in  London.  When, 
after  eight  months  of  postponement  and  delay,  the  case  was 
called,  the  Times  confessed  the  libel  and  offered  to  pay  Mr. 
Parnell  $25,000  damages.  This  was  accepted  and  the  matter 
therewith  dropped. 

200.  What  court  decision  has  apparently  had  some   infiu 
ence  on    popular  opinion   concerning  Irish  matters?    v.  ix, 
p.     232. 

A  decision  on  the  subject  ol  boycotting.  Some  farmers,  who 
had  been  under  the  ban  of  the  land  league  in  Ireland,  took 
their  produce  to  England  for  sale.  Two  men  followed  them 
and  warned  English  dealers  not  to  buy  of  them  under  penalty 
of  injury.  These  men  were  arrested,  tried,  convicted  of  un- 
lawful conspiracy,  and  sentenced  to  a  term  of  imprisonment. 
Ofiences  under  the  common  law  of  England  are  also  oflfencea 
in  Ireland,  and  this  decision  has  had  a  good  effect  in  the 
latter  country  also. 

201.  What  indications  are  there  that  home  rule  is  taking 
on  what  may  be  called  a  milder  phase  than  formerly  ?  v.  ix, 
p.  233;    V.  X,  p.  67. 

The  fac-j  that  Mr.  Parnell, — who  is  really  the  leader  of  the 
movement  rather  than  Mr.  Gladstone,  in  spite  of  the  latter's 
perennial  enthusiasm  for  all  things  Irish— has  so  much  less 
to  say  on  the  subject  than  formerly,  and  studies  the  utmost 
moderation  in  his  references  to  it.  The  implication  of  his 
recent  speeches  has  been  that  Ireland  would  accept  home  rule 
on  any  terms  that  the  imperial  government  would  grant  it. 
Home  rule  is  desired,  he  says,  to  rebuild  the  industries  and 
the  commercial  prosperity  of  Ireland.  And  Lord  Rosebery, 
whose  position  in  the  party  gives  the  public  a  right  to  con- 
clude that  he  speaks  with  Mr.  Parnell's  approval,  has  dis- 
tinctly stated  that  Home  Rule  is  no  longer  to  be  regarded  as  a 
question  of  right,  but  of  expediency. 

202.  What  was  the  plan  for  a  new  Irish  university,  and 
why  did  it  cause  remark?    v.  ix,  pp.  159,  163,  222. 

During  the  last  debates  of  the  session  of  parliament  which 
adjourned  Aug.  31,  1889,  Mr.  Parnell  urged  upon  the  govern- 
ment the  adoption  of  measures  in  behali'of  university  educa- 
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tion  in  Ireianu  Mr  Balfour  replied  by  intimating  that  the 
government  intended  to  offer  a  liberal  endowment  ior  this 
purpose,  and  would  take  up  the  matter  early  in  the  next  ses- 
sion. This  gave  rise  to  the  assertion  that  the  Tory  plan  was 
to  endow  an  Irish  Catholic  university,  an  idea  that  immedi- 
ately aroused  widespread  and  angry  popular  objection. 


ARTHUR  J.  BALFOUR, 

Chief  Secretaey  for  Ireland. 

[Arthur  J.Balfour  is  about  33  years  old.  He  is  a  nephew  of  Lord 
Salisbury,  and  was  formerly  his  private  secretary.  In  July,  1886,  he 
was  made  secretary  tor  Scotland,  aDd  four  nionths  later  was  given  a 
seat  in  the  British  cabinet-  In  March,  1887,  he  was  transferred  to  the 
secretaryship  for  Ireland.  He  still  holds,  of  course,  a  y)Uce  in  the 
cabinet,  the  importance  of  his  position  making  it  necessary.] 

203.     What  wasthouiiht  to  be  the  purpose  of  the  govero- 

^^nt  in  devising  this  plaa? 
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First,  to  secure  the  friendship  and  support  of  the  Irish 
clergy,  and  through  them  the  good  will  of  the  people,  and 
secondly,  to  recognize  in  a  befitting  manner  the  service  which 
had  been  rendered  to  it  by  the  papal  rescript  against  boy- 
cotting and  the  plan  of  campaign. 

204.  What  other  measure  of  the  government  was  alleged 
to  be  inspired  by  a  similar  purpose  ?    v.  x.p.  222. 

The  sending  of  a  special  embassador  to  the  Vatican. 

205.  What  was  stated  as  the  object  of  this  mission? 
The  settlement  of  certain  difficulties  which  had  arisen  in 

the  Catholic  churches  of  Malta.  The  restoration  of  the 
former  hierarchy  of  Egypt  was  thought  t'o  be  another  object 
of  the  mission,  but  the  Liberals  asserted  that  its  principal 
purpose  was  to  purchase  the  further  co-operation  of  the 
pope  in  Irish  affairs. 

206.  Has  not  England  followed  the  custom  adopted  by 
the  continental  countries,  of  keeping  a  regular  embassage  at 
the  Vatican  ? 

She  has  not.  Since  the  days  of  the  reformation,  but  one 
envoy  has  been  sent  there  previous  to  the  present  instance. 
This  was  during  the  administration  of  Mr.  Gladstone,  a  fact 
which  has  weakened  the  effect  of  the  great  Liberal  leader's 
condemnation  of  Tory  subserviency  to  papal  domination  in 
this  case. 

207.  Was  the  bill  for  the  Irish  university  ever  brought 
forward? 

No:  the  government  apparently  did  not  dare  to  face  the 
wrath  which  the  proposition  would  certainly  have  aroused 
among  Protestants.  Besides,  after  parliament  had  convened 
Feb.  11, 1886,  and  the  profitless  quarrels  over  the  Parnell  com- 
mission report  had  been  brought  to  an  end,  it  was  very  plain 
that  the  government  was  not  strong  enough  to  take  unneces- 
sary risks.  A  land  purchase  bill  was  therefore  brought  for- 
ward, as  the  one  most  likely  to  m.eet  the  wishes  of  the  Parnell- 
ites  and  secure  their  support. 

208.  Who  introduced  this  bill,  and  what  were  its  chief 
points?    V.  X,  pp  58,  78. 

The  bill  was  brought  in  by  Mr.  Balfour  Mar.  24,  1890.  It 
was  very  lonjr,  and  complicated  in  detail.  It  provided  for 
the  appropriation  of  <£33,000  000,  which  with  the  £10,000,000 
appropriated  under  the  Ashbourne  ac^,  was  intended  to  estab- 
lish a  perpetual  fund  to  aid  tenants  iu  the  purchase  of  their 
holdings.  It  followed  the  general  lines  of  the  Ashbourne  act, 
but  introduced  important  new  provisions  in  the  establishment 
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of  an  Irish  land  department  for  valuation  of  the  lands,  and  in 
the  requirement  of  security  for  the  purchases. 

209.  What  may  be  said  as  to  the  necessity  and  advisability 
of  these  land  purchase  measures  ? 

State-aided  purchase  of  land  is,  generally  speaking,  highly 
unwise.  But  in  the  case  of  the  Irish  people,  mistaken  legisla- 
tion of  the  past  has  left  no  choice  between  this  policy,  and 
the  continuance  of  a  struggle  which  ruins  the  landlords  and 
demoralizes  the  tenants. 

210.  Why  then  was  the  bill  opposed  ? 

Apparently  for  purely  partisan  reasons.  That  the  Tory 
government  should  be  the  author  of  a  bill  which  would  proba- 
bly go  far  toward  taking  the  Irish  question  oat  of  politics, 
was,  naturally,  gall  and  bitterness  to  the  Liberal  party.  To  be 
sure.  Lord  Randolph  Churchill,  who  has  not  hitherto  ranked 
with  the  Liberals,  took  violent  stand  against  the  bill,  but  this 
young  man  is  a  *'  free-lance,"  who  vituperates  either  party,  or 
both,  with  generous  impartiality,  to  subserve  his  own  glory. 

211.  What  line  of  argument  was  taken  against  the  bill  ? 
V.  X,  pp.  67,  78. 

Lord  Churchill  arraigned  the  government  savagely  for  blind- 
ness to  their  own  interests.  They  would  have  no  redress  under 
the  bill,  he  said,  should  the  Irish  people  choose  1o  borrow  the 
money  and  repudiate  the  debt,  and  he  dared  to  assert  that 
this  would  be  the  probable  course.  That  this  argument, 
in  itself  a  gross  insult  to  the  Irish  name,  should 
have  been  approved  and  repeated  by  the  leaders  of  the 
Irish  cause,  is  a  sad  instance  of  the  debasing  influence  of 
party  rule. 

212.  What  were  Mr.  Gladstone's  objections  to  the  bill  ? 
These  were  general  in  their  nature  and  rather  vague.     He 

used  Churchill's  argument  in  politer  phrase,  saying  that  if  the 
Irish  tenants  were  to  be  made  debtors  against  their  will,  they 
could  not  be  expected  to  regard  the  debt  as  binding.  He 
thought  the  extensive  use  of  British  credit  by  the  bill  was 
unwise,  and  to  make  the  state  the  landlord  for  the  entire  Irish 
tenantry  was  to  open  the  door  to  innumerable  evils.  A.fter 
the  Conservatives  had  called  attention  to  the  fact  that  all  these 
objections  applied  with  equal  force  to  the  land  bill  which  Mr. 
Gladstone  himself  brought  into  parliament  four  years  ago,  the 
opposition  of  the  great  Liberal  leader  lost  much  of  its  force. 

213.  What  line  of  argument  did  Mr.  Parnell  adopt? 

He  objected  to  the  bill  because  its  appropriations  were  inad- 
equate; because,  he  said,  it  was  designed  to  benefit  the  rich 
landlords  to  the  injury  of  the  poorer  menbers  of  the  class;  and 


50  QUESTIONS  FOR  THE  YEAR  1889-90. 

because  it  did  not  provide  the  needed  restrictions  on  the  funds 
to  be  dispersed  under  it.  He  offered  a  substitute  bill,  which, 
he  claimed,  made  up  for  the  deficiencies  of  the  other.  His 
conciliatory  attitude  did  not  at  all  please  the  more  bitter  op- 
ponents of  the  bill,  but  it  ^ave  great  satisfaction  to  the  Tories. 
Although  the  Balfour  bill  did  not  pass,  it  so  far  served  its  pur- 
pose that  an  agreement  has  been  made  between  Messrs.  Parnell 
and  Balfour  to  confer  together  on  the  details  and  purpose  of 
the  bill  during  the  present  vacation  of  parliament,  so  that  its 
success  early  in  the  next  session  may  be  assured, 

214.  Why  did  the  bill  fail  of  passage  during  the  present 
session  ?    v.  x,  pp.  86,  96. 

It  passed  to  its  second  reading.  May  1,  by  a  handsome  ma- 
jority. A  few  days  later,  however,  debate  began  on  the  bud- 
get, and  the  licensing  bill  brought  forward  by  Mr.  Goscheu 
created  such  an  unlooked-for  degree  of  party  confusion,  that 
the  chances  for  the  passage  of  the  land  bill  were  altogether 
destroyed. 

215.  What  was  the  licensing  bill  ?    v.  x,  pp.  96,  105. 

The  budget  showed  a  surplus  revenue  of  £3,221,000.  This, 
to  the  logical  British  mind,  called  for  a  reduction  in  taxes,  and 
as  an  enormous  part  of  the  revenue  had  been  drawn  from  the 
tax  on  spirituous  liquors,  it  was  thought  best  to  devise  a  plan 
by  which,  if  possible,  the  consumption  of  those  liquors  might 
be  reduced.  To  this  end,  Mr.  Goschen  laid  before  parliament 
a  bill  providing  for  a  new  rate  of  licensing  for  public  houses, 
cutting  down  the  number  to  which  lic*^nses  may  be  allowed, 
and  providing  for  the  compensation  of  those  persons  who  must 
necessarily  be  thrown  out  of  business  by  the  reduction  in  the 
number  of  inns. 

216.  What  was  the  result  of  this  proposition  ?    v.  x,  p.  96. 
The  proposition  to  compensate  the  keepers  of  public  houses 

for  taking  their  business  from  them,  was  enough  to  bring 
against  the  bill,  and  against  Mr.  Goschen,  a  tempest  of  indig- 
nation from  the  temperance  party.  The  Gladstonians  eagerly 
took  advantage  of  this  feeling  to  aid  them  in  blocking  action 
on  the  land  purchase  bill. 

217.  What  was  the  fate  of  the  licensing  bill?  v.  x,  pp. 
96,  115. 

The  bill  passed  to  its  second  reading,  May  15,  by  a  majority 
of  73.  During  the  Whitsuntide  recess  of  parliament  which 
immediately  followed,  those  opposed  to  the  bill  had  an  oppor- 
tunity to  organize  and  arouse  so  much  popular  feeling  against 
the  measure  that  the  ministry  became  alarmed.  After  a  strug- 
gle, the  bill  was  finally,  June  24,  withdrawn  altogether. 
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218.  What  plan  of  taxation,  adopted  by  the  ministry, 
is  likely  to  have  important  results  ?    v.  x,  p.  105. 

A  committee  of  taxation  has  been  appointed,  which,  under 
the  direct  supervision  of  Mr.  Goschen,  is  to  ascertain  and 
tabulate  the  value  of  land  and  all  other  kinds  of  property  in 
England,  Scotland  and  Ireland.     It  is  to  give  two  years  to  the 


GEORGE  J.  GOSCHEN. 

[George  Joacliim  Goschen  was  born  in  London,  of  German  parents, 
in  1831.  He  served  In  the  Liberal  cabinet  in  1868-74.  He  succeeded 
Lord  Kandolph  Churchill,  in  Salisbury's  cabinet,  as  chancellor  of  the 
exchequer.] 

work,  and  the  figures  which  it  is  to  procure  are  to  furnish  the 
basis  of  future  taxation  throughout  the  three  kingdoms. 

219.     What  was  the   history  of  the   tithes   bill,  the  third 
government  measure  before  the  last  parliament? 
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This  bill,  which  was  intended  to  modify  the  system  of  col- 
lecting the  tithes,  or  tax  for  the  support  of  the  established 
church,  so  as  to  prevent  the  continued  evasion  of  this  most 
unpopular  assessment,  was  brought  forward  in  the  summer  ot 

1889,  but  was  so  bitterly  opposed  that  the  government  was 
compelled  to   withdraw  it.     On  the  opening  of  the  session  ot 

1890,  the  tithes  bill  was  again  brought  forward,  but  owing  to 
the  strength  of  the  opposition  to  the  other  government  meas- 
ures, it  was  decided  not  to  risk  a  defeat  on  this,  and  it  was 
dropped  altogether. 

220.  What  attempt  did  the  ministry  make  to  aid  its  meas- 
ures by  a  change  in  the  rules  ?    v.  x,  pp.  105,  127. 

Lord  Salisbury  endeavored  to  introduce  two  changes  in  the 
form  of  standing  orders,  one  providing  that  bills  which  reach 
an  advanced  stage  during  one  session  shall  be  resumed  on  the 
opening  of  the  next  session  at  the  stage  where  they  had  been 
left ;  and  the  other  that  none  except  money  bills  should  be 
debated  after  a  certain  date,  all  others  to  be  suspended  until 
the  next  session . 

221.  How  were  the  proposals  received  ? 

With  much  objection.  It  was  contended  that  such  a  radi- 
cal change  in  the  usual  customs  of  procedure,  would  establish 
a  very  bad  precedent.  Mr.  Gladstone  introduced  a  resolution 
against  the  change,  which  was  lost,  but  by  such  a  small  ma- 
jority that  the  government  decided  to  drop  the  innovation 
without  further  argument. 

222.  What  unlooked-for  circumstance  may  greatly  increase 
the  difficulties  of  the  government  in  the  next  session  ? 

A  probable  serious  failure  of  the  potato  crop  in  Ireland.  In 
consequence  of  the  prolonged  rains  of  the  summer,  the  disease 
known  as  the  blight  has  appeared  on  the  plants  in  many  parts 
of  the  island,  though  the  extent  of  the  loss  is  not  yet  certain. 
That  there  will  be  much  suffering  can  hardly  be  doubted,  nor 
that  this  will  open  the  way,  in  spite  of  the  aid  certain  to  be 
offered  through  public  and  private  sources,  for  much  useless 
political  agitation,  and  consequent  unjustifiable  acts  of 
violence. 

223.  How  has  the  Tory  government  made  up  in  a  great 
degree  for  its  failure  to  carry  through  home  measures  ? 

By  its  successful  management  of  foreign  affairs.  It  has  con- 
cluded agreements  with  Germany,  France  and  Portugal,  defin- 
ing the  boundaries  between  the  possessions  of  these  countries 
and  those  of  Great  Britain  in  Africa.  All  these  arrangements 
were,  in  nearly  all  details,  so  advantageous  to  British  inter- 
ests, and  therefore  so  satisfying  to  British  pride,  that  they 
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were  approved  by  all  parties,  and  contributed  largely  toward 
holding  the  ministry  in  favor. 

224.  What  can  be  said  of  social  conditions  in  England 
thisyear  ?     v.  ix,  pp,  160,  197;  v.  x,  pp.  38,  55. 

They  have  been  greatly  disturbed,  through  the  agency  ot 
frequent  strikes,  and  the  grov^th  of  socialistic  opinions  among 
the  working  people. 

225.  Has  nothing  been  done  to  repress  or  prevent  these 
agitations  ? 

The  means  employed  by  benevolent  outsiders — raising  funds 
to  support  the  strikers  and  their  families — served  rather  to 
stimulate  than  to  lessen  the  evil.  Legislation  in  behalf  of  the 
working  classes  was  proposed,  but  none  was  formulated. 
Meanwhile,  much  injury  has  been  done  to  business,  and  a 
condition  of  uncertainty  induced,  that  cannot  fail  to  prolong 
and  intensify  this  injury,  to  the  especial  disadvantage  of  the 
working  classes, 

226.  What  great  engineering  work  has  recently  been  com- 
pleted in  Great  Britain  ?    v.  x,  p.  45. 

The  railway  bridge  over  the  Frith  of  Forth,  which  is  the  long- 
est and  in  many  respects  the  finest  bridge  in  the  world.  It  is 
made  entirely  of  steel,  and  is  8,296  feet  in  length.  It  was 
opened  with  imposing  ceremonies,  by  Albert,  Prince  of  Wales, 
Mar.  4, 1890. 

227.  What  even  more  remarkable  work  has  been  projected  ? 
V.  ix,  p.  195;  v.  x,  p.  131. 

A  steel  bridge  across  the  English  channel.  This  is  rather  a 
French  than  an  English  project,  having  been  proposed  by  a 
French  engineer,  but  the  plan  has  been  submitted  to  the  most 
eminent  British  engineers,  who  all  pronounced  it  feasible. 
The  scheme  has  progressed  so  far  that  plans  for  the  bridge 
have  been  drawn,  soundings  made,  and  a  special  committee 
has  been  appointed  by  the  French  government  to  examine  the 
cost  of  the  project. 

228.  What  has  become  of  the  scheme  for  tunneling  the  Eng- 
lish channel  ? 

Its  projectors  continue  to  urge  it  in  parliament,  in  spite  of 
the  strong  popular  prejudice  against  it.  A  bill  for  its  con- 
traction was  brought  before  the  commons  during  the  late  ses- 
sion, but  was  rejected  Jane  5,  by  a  vote  of  234  to  153. 

229.  What  noted  poets  and  writers  have  died  in  Great 
Britain  during  the  year  ? 

W.  Wilkie  Collins,  one  of  the  most  famous  novelists,  died 
Sept.  23,  and  Robert  Browning,  the  renowned  poet,  died  Dec, 
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12,  1889;  and  Cardinal  Newman,  famous  as  a  theologian  and 
hymn  writer,  died  Aug.  11, 1890,  Three  other  minor  poets, 
Charles  Mackay,  Martin  F.  Tupper,  and  Eliza  Cook  have  also 
passed  away  during  the  past  twelve  months. 

230.     What  is  the  present  situation  on   the  continent  of 
Europe?     v.  ix,  pp.  169,  184;  v.  x,  p.  9. 
Apparently,  an  armed  truce,  all  the  great  powers    being 


THE  LA.TE  WILLIAM  WILKIE   COLLINS, 

avowedly  in  favor  of  peace,  though  all  are  at  the  same  time 
increasing  their  already  enormous  armies  and  fitting  out 
their  troops  with  the  most  efficient  engines  for  destroying 
life.  Still,  as  far  as  present  indications  go,  war  does  not  really 
seem  any  nearer  now  than  it  has  been  at  any  lime  in  the  past 
four  years. 

231.    What  are  regarded  as  possible  sources  of  danger  ? 

France's  restless  desire  to  regain  possession  of  Alsace- Lor- 
raine, and  Russia's  known  ambition  to  secure  control  of  the 
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Balkan  states.  These  two  facts  cause  the  other  countries  to 
look  upon  France  and  Russia  with  suspicion,  and  led  to  the 
formation  of  the  triple  alliance,  a  mutual  defensive  league 
formed  by  Germany,  Italy  and  Austria  in  1887,  and  renewed 
durins;  the  current  year.  Ifc  is  understood  that  both  England 
and  Turkey  have  tacitly  agreed  with  the  purposes  of  the 
league,  though  they  would  not,  of  course,  publicly  approve 
of  it. 


THE  LATE  ROBERT  BROWNING. 

223.  How  are  the  present  armaments  of  European  coun- 
tries said  to  compare  each  with  the  others  ? 

Germany  leads  in  the  numbers,  training,  organization 
and  equipment  of  her  soldiers.  She  has  now  a  force — 
strengthened  in  important  particulars  by  a  bill  recently  pass- 
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ed — which  no  other  European  country  could  probably  cope 
with  singly.  The  French  army,  though  smaller,  is  probably 
through  i^  training  the  nearest  to  that  of  Germany  in  com- 
parative strength.  Russia  has  an  enormous  army,  but  it  is 
wretchedly  equipped,  and  very  imperfectly  trained.  The  same 
may  be  said  of  the  large  army  which  Italy  has  amassed  dur- 
ing the  last  decade,  through  her  stringent  military  laws,  while 
the  army  of  Austria,  though  weak  numerically,  has  the  great 
advantages  of  fine  organization  and  equipment.  Even  the 
army  of  Turkey,  though  much  smaller,  is  said  to  be  in  far 
better  shape  for  active  service  than  that  of  Russia. 

233.  What  is,  after  all,  the  best  reason  for  thinking  that  a 
general  European  war  may  be  averted,  in  spite  of  the  fact  of 
these  great  armaments  ? 

The  enormous  cost  involved  in  such  a  conflict.  This  none 
of  the  powers  feel  ready  to  incur,  especially  at  this  time,  when 
the  internal  peace  and  the  commercial  prosperity  of  all  are 
threatened  by  the  clamor  of  communists,  socialists,  and  labor 
strikes. 

234  What  attempt  -was  recently  made  by  the  labor  agita- 
tors of  Europe  to  show  their  numerical  power  ?  v.  x, 
p.  86. 

May  1, 1890,  was  appointed  for  a  simultaneous  demonstra- 
tion, with  parades,  speeches,  etc.,  on  the  part  of  the  working 
classes  in  all  the  cities  of  Europe  and  America.  In  the  Euro- 
pean centers  of  population,  the  scheme  aroused  the  anxiety  of 
the  authorities,  and  bodies  of  troops  and  of  police  were  called 
out  to  forestall  disorder.  However,  the  preliminary  alarms 
proved  groundless,  as  the  demonstration  was  weak  in  numbers 
and  generally  quiet.  In  America,  the  observance  of  the  occa 
sion  was  too  slight  to  attract  any  attention  whatever. 

235.  What  ruler  has  attempted  to  secure,  through  the  con- 
certed action  of  the  European  governments,  some  effective  set- 
tlement of  the  vexed  labor  question  ? 

Emperor  William  of  Germany,  who, in  February  last,  invited 
a  conference  of  delegates  from  other  governments  to  discuss 
this  question.     This  conference  met.  Mar.  15,  at  Berlin. 

236.  What  countries  were  represented  and  how  did  work 
proceed  ?    v.  x,  p.  56. 

Delegates  were  present  from  Austria,  Italy,  France,  England, 
Belgium  and  Switzerland.  These  were  divided  into  three  com- 
mittees to  consider  (1)  the  work  in  the  mines,  (2)  Sunday  labor, 
and  (3)  the  work  of  women  and  children. 

237.  What  conclusions  were  reached  by  the  conference  ? 
V.  X,  pp.  65,  75. 
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The  session  lasted  two  weeks  only,  for  on  the  vital  subjects 
taken  up  by  the  conference,  unanimity  of  opinion  was  easily 
reached.  It  was  agreed  that  Sunday  ought  to  be  kept  as  a 
hnliday  in  all  trades,  that  the  employment  of  school  children 
should  be  forbidden,  that  women  and  children  should  be 
allowed  shorter  hours  of  labor  than  men,  and  that  the  labor 
in  mines  should  be  lightened  and  rendered  less  detrimental  to 
health. 

238.  What  important  plan  was  made,  and  how  was  it  pro- 
posed to  secure  the  adoption  of  the  suggestions  of  the  con- 
lerence  ? 

It  was  proposed  that  permanent  courts  of  arbitration  should 
be  established  in  different  countries,  consisting  of  representa- 
tives of  the  employers  and  the  employed,  to  settle  labor  dis- 
putes. It  was  at  first  proposed  that  an  international  labor 
bureau  should  be  appointed,  whose  duty  should  be  to  urge 
and  compel  as  far  as  lay  in  their  power,  the  adoption  of  wise 
labor  reforms,  but  this  plan  was  given  up  since  it  was  plain 
that  such  a  bureau  could  not.  enforce  compliance  with  its 
advice  in  even  the  slightest  particular.  It  was  then  decided 
to  offer  suggestions  for  the  action  of  governments,  and  arrange 
for  the  periodical  meeting  ot  the  conference  to  exchange  views 
and  report  progress  on  labor  questions. 

239.  What  movement  has  been  made  against  the  plots  of 
anarchists  ? 

Germany,  France,  Russia  and  Switzerland  have  signed  a 
treaty  for  the  repression  of  the  anarchist  societies  in  these 
countries.  The  provisions  of  this  treaty  have  not  been  made 
public,  but  its  purpose  is  known  to  be  to  prevent  these  dan  • 
jjerous  characters  from  securing  immunity  from  punishment 
for  crimes  committed  in  one  country  by  fleeing  to  another. 

240.  What  may  be  said  of  the  Socialistic  question  in  Ger- 
many? 

This  has  taken  on  a  new  phase,  through  the  success  of  the 
Socialists  in  the  election  of  the  year,  and  the  abolition  of  the 
anti  Socialist  laws. 

241.  What  were  the  anti-Socialist  laws? 

Laws  that  were  enacted  some  twelve  years  ago,  at  the  in- 
stance of  Prince  Bismarck,  for  the  suppression  of  Socialistic 
periodicals  and  societies.  They  also  empowered  the  govern- 
ment to  arrest  and  imprison  troublesome  characters,  or  to 
expel  them  from  the  country.  These  laws  were  meant  to 
continue  operative  for  a  limited  period  only,  but  through  the 
influence  of  Bismarck,  who  regarded  them  as  essential  to  the 
preservation  of  order  in  Ger^jany,  they  were  kept  jn  forc^  Jo 
the  present  year- 
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242.  Why  were  these  laws  not  re-enacted  by  the  reichstag, 
when  under  discussion  in  that  body,  early  in  this  year  ? 

The  bill  providing  for  this  re-enactment  was  defended  with 
much  spirit  by  the  government  party,  and  it  was  iully  expect- 
ed that  Bismarck  would  take  up  the  defence,  as  discussion 
was  drawiog  to  a  close,  and  carry  the  measure  through,  as  he 
had  often  done  before,  by  force  of  his  stroD^  individuality  and 
influence.  The  chancellor,  however,  failed  to  do  this,  owing, 
it  was  learned  later,  to  the  objections  of  the  emperor.  When 
the  bill  came  to  vote,  therefore,  just  previous  to  the  adjourn- 
ment of  the  reichstag  Jan.  25,  it  was  lost  by  a  vote  of  169  to 
98.  Subsequently,  the  emperor  made  public  announcement 
that  the  government  would  not  again  seek  the  enactment  of 
the  obnoxious  laws,  and  they  pass  out  of  operation  Oct.  1, 
1890. 

243.  What  important  election  has  been  held  in  Germany 
recently  ?     v.  x,  pp.  37,  42. 

The  election  for  members  of  the  reichstag,  held  Feb.  20, 
and  27,  1890. 

244.  What  was  the  result  of  this  election  ? 

A  heavy  loss  to  the  Imperialist,  Conservative  and  National 
Liberal  parties.  These,  under  the  name  of  the  Cartel  p^rty, 
had  for  the  previous  year,  acted  together.  The  Center,  or 
Clerical  party,  on  the  other  hand,  gained  in  numbers,  and  the 
Socialist  members  were  increased  from  eleven  to  thirty  seven. 

245.  What  effects  are  visible  thus  far  from  the  increased 
power  of  ihe  Socialists  ? 

None  of  any  importance,  apparently.  In  the  reichstag,  the 
party  has  no  member  of  sufficient  individual  power  to  make 
its  influence  felt  there,  and  outside,  the  relaxation  of  the  laws 
seems  rather  to  have  injured  than  aided  the  party.  The  fact 
that  its  meetings  need  no  longer  be  held  in  secret  seems  to 
have  deprived  them  of  interest,  and  such  serious  dissensions 
have  appeared  that  a  Socialist  congress  has  been  called  to 
effect  a  reorganization  of  the  party. 

246.  What  important  event  occurred  in  Germany,  soon 
after  the  conclusion  of  the  elections?    v.  x,  p.  59. 

The  retirement  of  Prince  Bismarck  from  the  chancellorship 
of  the  empire  and  of  the  kingdom  of  Prussia. 

247.  Why  is  this  event  likely  to  have  important  conse- 
quences? 

Bismarck,  a  man  of  remarkable  abilities,  of  great  energy, 
and  of  iron  will,  has  been  regarded  for  thirty  years  as  one  cif 
the  most  importjint  factors  of  European  politico,    JJe  Jjiiy 
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shaped  both  the  foreign  and  domestic  policy  of  Germany 
since  the  formation  of  the  empire,  and  before  that  time  was 
equally  potent  in  Prussian  affairs.  His  removal  from  the 
scene  of  political  action,  therefore,  may  prove  to  be  the  begin- 
in  g  cf  significant  changes  in  European  history. 

248.     What  was  the  cause  of  this  change? 

The  unwillingness  of  the  young  emperor  to  allow  the  chan- 


^^ 


GENERAL  VON  CAPRIYI, 
The    German    Chancellor. 

[Gen.  von  Caprivi  was  born  in  Berlin,  in  1831.  He  graduated  from 
the  military  academy,  and  reached  the  rank  of  major  in  the  war  of 
1866,  and  a  ter  the  Franco  Prussian  war  of  1871,  was  made  a  colonel 
and  given  a  ))Iace  in  the  war  office.  He  became  major-general  in  1877, 
and  in  1883  was  transferred  to  Metz,  that  being  a  most  responsible  post 
at  the  time,  owing  to  the  unsettled  condition  of  affairs  in  Alsace- 
Lorraine.  He  was, for  a  short  time  in  1888,  chief  admiral  of  the  navy. 
He  was  then  put  in  charge  of  the  army  corps  at  Hanover,  and  in 
March,  1890,  was  made  chancellor  of  the  German  empire.] 

cellor  to  continue  to  guide  the  policy  of  the  empire.     The  im- 
mediate occasion  for  the  change^  which  certainlj  would  have 
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occurred  sooner  or  later,  was  a  disagreement  as  to  the  appoint 
ment  of  members  of  the  federal  council. 
249.     Give  the  details  of  this  difference. 

The  federal  council,  or  ministry,  in  accordance  with  an  order 
jiiven  by  the  emperor  in  1852,  had  been  since  that  time  chosen 
by  the  chancellor,  as  its  president,  and  its  members  were  re- 
sponsible to  him  a^one.  Ediperor  William,  however,  claimed 
the  right  to  set  aside  this  order,  and  choose  ministers  hav- 
ing a  direct  responsibility  to  the  crown  only.  To  this  change 
Bismarck  could  not  agree,  and  he  therefore  resigned  his 
office. 
•  250.     Who  was  made  his  successor  ?     v.  x,  pp.  67,  76. 

Gen.  von  Caprivi,  an  officer  of  the  army.  He  is  regarded  as 
a  man  of  ability  in  military  affairs,  but  is  altogether  without 
experience  in  diplomacy  or  civil  administration. 

251.  Has  Emperor  William  yet  shown  any  of  the  warlike 
impulseslhat  were  expected  from  him  at  his  accession? 

None  whatever.  On  the  contrary,  his  attitude  and  words 
have  been  most  pacific,  and  he  aspires,  we  are  told,  to  V)e 
regarded  as  the  peace -maker  of  Europe.  He  has  spent  much 
time  in  visiting  the  courts  of  other  countries,  and  in  enter- 
taining his  fellow-rulers  at  his  own  capital,  all  in  the  interest 
of  continued  peace.  These  reciprocal  courtesies  secure  the 
semblance  of  strengthened  national  friendship,  and  so  are  of 
advantage  for  the  time,  if  nothing  more. 

252.  What  accession  to  her  territory  has  Germany  recently 
secured  by  agreement  with  England?    v.  x,pp.  115, 118, 

By  exchange  of  her  territory  in  Zanzibar  she  gained  posses- 
sion of  Heligjoland,  a  small  island  in  the  German  sea,  having 
an  area  of  about  one-third  of  a  square  mile. 

253     Why  was  this  island  desired  by  Germany  ? 

Because  of  its  value  as  a  strategic  station.  In  case  of  Ger- 
many's implication  in  the  not-impossible  European  war,  a 
German  garrison  upon  Heligoland  could  prevent  the  blockade 
of  German  ports  by  a  hostile  fleet. 

254.  What  member  of  the  royal  family  of  Germany  has 
died  during  the  year? 

The  Dowager  Empress  Augusta,  widow  of  King  William  I, 
died  Jan.  7.  She  had  been  much  loved  for  her  benevolence, 
and  her  death  was  greatly  mourned  by  the  people. 

255.  What  has  been  th^  most  important  event  of  the  year 
in  France  ?  v.  ix,  pp.  169,  182. 

The  election  of  members  of  the  chamber  of  deputies,  whicfc 
took  place  Sept.  22,  and  Oct.  6,  1889, 
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256.  What  was  the  result  of  this  election  ? 

An  overwhelming  victory  for  the  friends  of  the  republic. 
The  composition  of  the  new  chamber  was  364  Republicans  and 
212  members  of  all  other  parties.  The  Monarchists  showed  a 
large  falling  off  from  their  membership  of  the  previous  year, 
and  of  the  Radicals  a  mere  group  was  left.  The  Boulangists 
were  literally  wiped  out,  for  the  few  that  were  elected  w^re 
unseated,  and  a  new  election  was  held  in  January  to  fill  their 
places. 

257.  What  movement  greatly  injured  the  cause  of  the 
Monarchists  in  the  election  ? 

An  attempt  to  induce  this  party,  and  also  the  Imperialist 
faction,  to  make  common  cause  with  the  Boulan gists  against 
the  republic.  A  manifesto,  issued  by  the  Comte  de  Pans,  just 
previous  to  the  election,  counseled  this  course.  The  effect  of 
this  was  to  alienate  many  who,  up  to  this  point,  had  been 
supporters  of  the  Orleanist  claims. 

258.  What  attempt  was  soon  after  made,  by  one  of  the 
Orleans  family,  to  gain  a  hold  upon  popular  favor  ?  v.  x,  pp. 
28,  31,  101. 

The  young  Due  d'  Orleans,  the  oldest  son  of  the  Comte  de 
Paris,  on  the  day  of  attaining  his  majority,  Feb.  6,  1890,  crea- 
ted a  sensation  by  returning  to  France,  to  enlist  as  a  private 
soldier  in  the  army.  The  return  of  the  young  man  was  in 
direct  defiance  of  the  expulsion  law  of  1886,  and  of  course  he 
was  immediately  arrested.  He  defended  himself  on  his  trial 
with  both  spirit  and  tact,  but  was  found  guilty  of  a  violation 
of  the  law  and  sentenced  to  a  two  years'  imprisonment.  After 
some  three  months,  however,  the  young  man  was  released, 
conducted  to  the  Swiss  frontier,  and  dismissed  from  the 
country. 

259.  What  has  that  redoubtable  hero,  Gen.  Boulanger, 
been  doing  this  year  ? 

Having  been  sentenced  in  August,  1889,  to  imprisonment 
for  conspiracy  against  the  state  and  misuse  of  public  funds,  he 
has  wisely  remained  in  exile.  His  chosen  place  of  abode  is 
the  isle  of  Jersey,  whence  he  issues  drafts  upon  his  long  suf- 
fering friends  ior  funds,  and  maledictions  upon  his  more  for- 
tunate enemies.  At  Intervals  he  threatens  to  return  to  France 
to  head  an  army  against  the  government,  but  this  demon- 
stration is  likely  to  be  long  postponed. 

260.  What  was  one  of  the  first  actions  of  the  chamber  of 
deputies  ? 

The  appointment  of  a  committee  of  fifty-five  members  to 
consider  the  customs  tariflf.    Thirty-nine  of  these  were  strong 
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protectionists.     The  result  of  this  has   been  an   increase   and 
strengthening  of  protective  measures. 

261.  What  complication  brought  about  a  cabinet  crisis, 
and  when?    v.  x,  p.  57. 

Mar.  13,  1890,  Premier  Tirard  moved  in  the  senate, the  con- 
sideration of  the  commercial  treaty  with  Turkey .  The  senate 
refused  to  adopt  the  motion  and  the  ministry  therefore  resign- 
ed.    The  question  involved  was  one  of  protection. 

262.  What  was  there  noteworthy  about  this  crisis  ? 

Two  unusual  things:  first,  that  the  resignation  was  offered 
on  an  adverse  vote  of  the  senate,  the  chamber  of  deputies 
having  hitherto  monopolized  the  privilege  of  overturning 
cabinets  ;  second,  that  the  question  at  issue  was  neither  a 
personal  nor  a  political  one,  but  was  of  an  economic  nature. 

263.  What  was  the  difficulty  concerning  the  treaty  with 
Turkey? 

The  last  commercial  treaty  between  the  two  countries, 
framed  in  1861,  being  about  to  expire,  M.  Tirard  did  not 
think  it  necessary  to  negotiate  a  new  one,  but  hpd  exchanged 
notes  with  the  porte  fully  confirming  to  France  all  the  privi- 
leges granted  to  the  "  most  favored  nation  "  in  the  treaty  of 
1802. 

264.  Why  was   this  arrangement  objected  to  in  the  senate  ? 

Principally  because  of  the  desire  to  have  the  tariff  on  Turk- 
ish importations  increased.  Very  large  quantities  of  raisins 
are  brought  from  Turkey  into  France,  from  which  a  cheap 
wine  is  made  which  competes  seriously  with  the  product  of 
French  vineyards,  and  it  was  determined  to  put  a  stop  to  this 
by  a  prohibitory  tax. 

265.  What  can  you  say  of  the  new  cabinet  ? 

It  was  formed  under  the  leadership  of  M.  de  Freycinet. 
Three  of  its  members  are  of  pronounced  Radical  opinions,  and 
the  others  are  all  Conservatives.  On  economic  questions,  its 
members  are  generally  united  in  favor  of  following  out  the 
protective  policy  that  has  of  late  secured  so  much  favor  in 
France. 

266.  In  what  particular  has  French  protection,  so  largely 
modeled  upon  the  tariff  policy  of  the  United  States,  given 
great  offence  to  this  country  ? 

In  levying  a  prohibitory  tax  upon  the  importation  of  A.m- 
erican  pork  products.  If  France  chooses  to  tax  imported  pork 
to  increase  the  profits  of  her  farmers  we  have  no  right  to  criti- 
cise her  action,  but  we  may  fairly  object  to  the  discrimination 
against  the  American  product  particularly,  and  still  more  to 
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the  unjust  plea  upon  which  this  discrimination  is  founded,  to- 
wit,  that  this  product  is  unwholesome  and  unfit  lor  food. 

267.     What  may  be  said  of  French  foreign  relations  during 
the  year? 

They  have  been  generally  undisturbed,  except  for  the  excit- 
ed state  of  feeling  aroused  against  Great  Britain,  (1)  on  the 


M.  DE  FEEYCINET, 
Pbime  Minister  of  France. 

[M.  de  Freycinet  is  about  sixty -two  years  old.  He  was  educated  as 
a  civil  engineer  and  practiced  his  profession  until  1870,  when  he  was 
made  prefect  of  the  department  of  Tarn  and  Garonne.  He  was  elected 
senator  in  187G,  and  the  year  following  entered  the  cabinet  as  minister 
of  public  works.  He  was  a  follower  of  Gambetta  and  succeeded  him 
as  leader  of  the  Opportunists.  He  has  been  in  many  cabinets  and  has 
twice  been  premier,  in  1879  and  again  in  1883. 1 


64  QUESTIONS  FOB  THE  YEAR  1889  90. 

matter  of  the  Newfoundland  fisheries  [elsewhere  described] ; 
and  (2)  concerning  the  terms  of  the  Anglo- German  agreement 
in  Africa. 

268.    What  part  of  this  agreement  aroused  French  ire  ? 

The  extension  to  England  of  the  right  to  establish  a  pro- 
tectorate over  Zanzibar.  The  ground  of  objection  was  that  a 
convention  had  been  signed  by  the  English  and  French  gov- 
ernments in  1862,  by  which  both  countries  had  bound  them- 
selves to  respect  the  independence  of  Zanzibar.  After  consid- 
erable diplomatic  correspondence,  however,  the  matter  was 
settled  to  the  entire  satisfaction  of  all  parties.  [In  referring 
to   African   affairs,  we  give  the  details  of  this  agreement.] 

260.  What  member  of  the  former  royal  family  of  France 
has  died  during  the  year? 

Feb.  4,  1890,  the  Due  de  Montpensier,  fifth  son  of  Louis 
Philippe,  died  at  the  age  of  sixty-six  years. 

270.  With  what  other  European  country  has  it  been  sup- 
posed of  late  that  a  French  alliance  was  probable  ? 

With  Russia  ;  the  object  of  such  an  alliance  would  of  course 
be  protection  against  aggression  on  the  part  of  Germany,  or 
any  movement  by  the  dreibund  or  triple  alliance,  that 
might  seem  hostile  to  the  interests  of  these  two  countries.  This 
combination,  however,  though  no  doubt  greatly  desired  by 
France,  seems  to  be  regarded  less  favorably  by  Russia,  the  czar 
distrusting  naturally  the  stability  of  the  republic. 

271.  What  is  Russians  present  attitude  toward  Bulgaria? 
That  of    continued   displeasure  and   threatened    hostility. 

The  czar  has  never  forgiven  the  Bulgarians  for  daring  to  exer- 
cise their  autonomy  in  the  selection  of  a  ruler,  nor  Ferdinand 
for  taking  the  oflSce.  That  the  young  prince  has  succeeded, 
in  his  trying  position,  in  gaining  the  respect  of  the  powers  of 
Europe,  and  the  affection  of  his  people,  rather  aggravates  his 
offence  than  otherwise,  as  the  czar  regards  it. 

272.  What  two  recent  incidents  have  served  to  increase  the 
strained  relations  between  Bulgaria  and  the  Russian  govern- 
ment? 

The  execution  of  Maj.  Panitza  for  the  attempted  assassina- 
of  Ferdinand,  and  a  note  from  M.  Stambouloff,  the  Bulgarian 
premier,  to  the  Turkish  sultan,  demanding  of  the  latter  a  modi- 
fied recognition,  at  least,  of  the  Bulgarian  government. 

273.  What  were  the  circumstances  of  the  Panitza  affair? 
V.  X,  pp.  21,  97,  121. 

This  plot  is  said  to  have  originated  with  a  member  of  the 
Russian  diplomatic  service  in  Bulgaria.     Maj.  Panitza,  au  oili- 
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cer  of  the  Bulgarian  army,  undertook  to  carry  it  out.  He  made 
two  attempts  against  Ferdinand's  life,  but  failed  in  both,  was 
detected,  arrested,  tried,  convicted,  sentenced  to  death,  and 
executed  June  28.  Ferdinand  wished  to  pardon  him,  but  the 
cabinet  would  not  permit  it. 

274.  When  was  the  Stambouloflf  note  sent?  v.  x,p.  126. 

June  28,  1890,  the  Bulgarian  premier  addressed  a  note  to 
the  sublime  porte,  demanding  the  recognition  of  Prince 
Ferdinand,  and  religious  autonomy  for  the  Bulgarians 
in  Macedonia.  It  was  plainly  intimated  that  if  recognition 
was  much  longer  withheld,  Bulgaria  will  consider  herself  ab- 
andoned by  her  suzerain,  and  will  take  her  fate  into  her  own 
hands  for  the  future. 

275.  What  action  did  the  Turkish  government  take  in 
response  to  this  ? 

The  definite  demand  for  the  appointment  of  native  bishops 
for  the  Macedonian  church  was  acceded  to,  in  spite  of  the  fact 
that  Russia  objected  directly  to  the  concession.  The  demand 
for  recognition,  however,  the  porte  thought  it  wisest  to  ignore 
for  the  present. 

276.  What  peculiarly  annoying  demand  has  Russia  chos- 
en to  press  upon  Turkey  at  this  time  ? 

The  claim  for  30,000,000  francs  still  unpaid  on  the  old  war 
indemnity  of  1878.  Turkey  has  evaded  this  by  saying  that  the 
revenues  stipulated  in  the  treaty  for  the  payment  of  this  debt 
are  still  applied  to  it ;  and  that  though  Turkey  regrets  that  these 
are  not  sufficient,  she  cannot  charge  other  sources  of  revenue 
with  these  payments. 

277.  What  similar  claim  has  Russia  thrust  upon  Bulgaria? 
V.  X,  p.  35. 

She  has  demanded  of  that  principality  the  payment  of  3,- 
000,000  roubles,  arrears  of  money  due  on  account  of  the  Rus- 
sian occupation  during  1878  and  1879.  By  the  Berlin  treaty  it 
was  agreed  that  Russia  should  maintain  a  military  occupation 
of  Eastern  Roumeliafor  nine  months  after  the  close  of  the  war, 
to  ^ensure  the  tranquility  of  the  country,  the  expenses  of  the 
troops  to  be  assessed  on  the  province.  When  Eastern  Roume- 
lia  and  Bulgaria  were  made  one  principality,  the  central  gov- 
ernment at  Sofia  assumed  this  debt. 

278.  What  important  change  has  Russia  made  in  her  laws  ? 
V.  X,  p.  158. 

The  functions  and  jurisdiction  of  juries  have  been  diminish- 
ed and  restricted,  and  it  has  been  provided  that  a  number  of 
crimes  shall  be  tried   without  a  jury,  by  a  court  made  up  of 
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delegates  of  each  class  of  the  community,  sitting  with  the 
judges  and  having  equal  judicial  authority. 

279.  How  was  this  radical  change  justified  ? 

By  the  plea  that  Russian  juries  persistently  refuse  to  give 
their  verdicts  in  conformity  with  the  law  and  the  evidence, 
but  will  let  off  even  the  most  hardened  offenders  on  sentimen- 
tal pretexts.  It  is  doubtful  whether  any  people  can  be  safely 
trusted  with  the  jury  system,  unless  the  sentiment  of  respect 
for  law  and  justice,  unknown  to  barbarous  nations,  has  been 
developed  among  them. 

280.  What  can  you  say  of  the  recent  "  student  troubles  "  in 
Eussia?     V.  X,  p.  79. 

These  difficulties  were  ascribed  to  Nihilist  influence,  but 
seem  to  have  been  rather  the  natural  result  of  the  system  of 
petty  tyrannical  "regulations'^  in  vogue  in  the  Russian  uni- 
versities. The  trouble  began  February,  1890,  in  the  Moscow 
agricultural  academy,  in  rebellion  against  some  new  and 
peculiarly  irksome  rules.  Thence  it  spread  to  the  universi- 
ties of  St.  Petersburg,  Dor  pat  and  Warsaw,  and  other  large 
schools.  The  students  of  these  schools  united  in  a  demand  for 
certain  educational  reforms,  but  the  department  of  public  in- 
struction was  not  willing  to  grant  these,  and  to  quiet  the  dis- 
turbances the  universities  were  closed  for  the  remainder  of 
the  school  year. 

281.  What  did  these  demands  of  the  students  include  ? 
Primarily  the  right  of  the  universities  to  manage  their  own 

aftairs  without  governmental  interference.  Also  the  entire 
abolition  of  police  supervision  in  the  schools,  the  granting  to 
instructors  entire  freedom  in  teaching,  and  to  students  full 
liberty  in  regard  to  the  meeting  and  object  of  their  societies. 
And,  finally,  the  opening  of  the  higher  schools  to  Jews,  and 
further  to  any  persons  in  pursuit  of  education  without  distinc- 
tion as  to  religious  belief,  nationality,  social  status  or  sex. 

282.  What  important  action  of  the  government  was  induced 
by  these  student  outbreaks^?    v.  x,  p.  146. 

The  minister  of  the  interior  reported  to  the  czar  that  the 
troubles  were  due  to  the  Jews,  who,  having  exclusive  means  of 
communication  among  themselves,  had  spread  a  net  work  of 
conspiracy  over  the  country.  An  attempt  was  therefore  made 
to  revive  the  anti- Jewish  edicts  of  1882.  These  laws  were  is- 
sued when  the  popular  hatred  against  those  professing  the 
Hebrew  faith — or  the  Judenhetze — was  at  its  height.  They 
had  never  been  enforced,  being  held  in  terrorem  over  the 
Jews,  to  ensure  their  due  subservience  toward  their  enemies. 
July  30,  1890,    it  was    announced  that  these    edicts  would 
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be  pat  in  force  September  1,  following.  Through  the 
influence  of  the  Rothschilds,  however,  a  postponement  of  the 
execution  of  these  cruel  laws  was  secured. 

283.  What  were  the  provisions  of  these  edicts  ? 

They  provided  that  the  Jews  should  be  allowed  to  reside  in 
the  towns  only,  and  not  in  the  country  or  villages,  and  this 
only  in  sixteen  counties  of  the  empire.  Further,  that  no  Jews 
should  be  allowed  to  farm  or  rent  land,  to  hold  shares  in  or 
work  mines,  to  enter  the  army,  to  practice  medicine  or  law,  to 
be  an  engineer,  or  to  enter  any  of  the  other  professions  or  hold 
any  post  under  government.  They  were  also  excluded  whol- 
ly from  all  the  schools  of  higher  learniog.  Though  the  rigid 
enforcement  of  these  laws  was  postponed,  very  large  numbers 
of  Jews  have  recently  left  Russia,  to  seek  a  safer  refuge  and 
wider  oppoitunities,  in  other  countries. 

284.  What  may  be  said  of  Russian  influence  in  SerT'ia? 
Since  the  regency  came  into  power,  on  the  abdication  of 

King  Milan,  the  power  of  Russia  in  that  country  has  been 
greatly  strengthened.  The  Pan-Slavist,  or  Pro-Russian  party, 
now  controls  completely  the  government  and  its  patronage, 
and  its  party  organs. 

285.  How  does  this  affect  the  relations  between  Servia  and 
Austria? 

It  has  brought  about  a  peculiarly  strained  situation,  which 
may  at  any  time  give  way,  precipitating  active  hostilities. 
The  Austrian  government  has,  through  Count  Kalnoky, ,  re- 
quested that  the  hostile  tone  of  the  Servian  press  toward  Aus- 
tria be  modified,  but  this  demand  seems  to  have  been  thus 
far  ignored. 

286.  What  retaliatory  measure  has  Austria  taken  to  punish 
Servian  hostility  ?     v.  x,  p.  137. 

She  has  levied  a  prohibitory  tariff  upon  Servian  pigs  and 
pork.  As  the  raising  of  swine  is  an  important  industry  in 
Hervia,  and  pork  has  been  hitherto  one  of  the  chief  exports  of 
that  small  land-locked  kingdom,  the  Servians  have  protested 
vigorously  against  the  measure,  but  in  vain. 

287.  What  can  you  say  of  the  Servian  border  troubles  ? 
v.x,  p.  171. 

These  have  been  going  on  in  the  district  of  Old  Servia,  the 
province  lying  next  to  Macedonia,  where  the  Christian  Slavs 
living  on  the  plains,  are  harried  and  plundered  continually  by 
the  lawless  Mussulman  Albanians  of  the  mountains.  These 
difficulties  must  be  settled  with  the  Turkish  porte,  under 
whose  government  the  province  was  left  by  the  Berlin  treaty, 
but,  unfortunately,  Turkish  reforms  move  very  slowly. 
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288.  What  noted  diplomat  has  died  in  Austria  during  the 
year  ?    v.  x,  p.  36. 

Count  Julius  Andrassy,  who  managed  the  foreign  affairs  of 
Austria  from  1869  to  1879,  and  was  one  of  the  most  influential 
actors  m  the  framing  of  the  Berlin  treaty.  The  famous  '*  An- 
drassyjnote  "  written  by  the  count  to  the  porte  in  1875,  and 
pointing  out  the  reforms  necessary  to  the  safety  of  the  Otto- 
man empire,  formed  the  foundation  for  some  of  the  most  im- 
portant  provisions  of  that  treaty. 


'^^/CZ>7S^f/^/i'^^^  ^'-  ^ 


THE  LATE  COUNT  JULIUS  ANDRASSY. 

[Count  Andrassy  was  born  in  1823,  of  noble  Hungarian  parents.  He 
was  educated  in  the  university  of  Pesth,  and  in  18J8  joined  the  insur- 
gents under  Kossutli.  Wlien  the  Magyars  were  defeated,  Andras>y 
went  to  Constantinople,  and  thence  to  London.  In  1852  he  was  restored 
to  his  country  and  possessions,  and  when  the  state  was  reorganized 
after  the  defeat  of  Austria  by  Prussia,  he  was  made  president  of  the 
council  in  the  new  Hungarian  parliament.  In  1869  he  was  made  min- 
ister of  foreign  affairs  of  Austria,  and  in  1871  became  chancellor.  He 
retired  from  office  in  1879,  and  died  Feb.  18, 1890.] 

289  What  can  you  say  of  the  ministerial  crisis  in  Hungary? 
V.  X,  pp.  46,  51. 

This  occurred  in  February,  1890,  and  removed  from  office 
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Herr  Kalomon  von  Tisza,  who  had  been  premier  since  1877, 
and,  as  head  of  the  Liberal  party  since  1861,  had  come  to  be 
the  most  influential  person  in  the  kingdom.  The  opposition 
in  the  Hungarian  parliament  had  worked  up  a  strong  feeling 
against  the  premier  because  of  his  advocacy,  last  year,  of  a  bill 
for  increasing  the  army.  This  they  followed  by  an  agitation 
for  the  restoration  of  Louis  Kossuth  to  full  rights  of  citizen- 
ship, on  which  question  the  small  Liberal  majority  in  the  par- 
liament was  overthrown,  and  the  premier  forced  to  resign. 

290.  Who  is  Louis  Kossuth  ? 

One  of  the  Hungarian  patriots  who  led  in  the  revolution  of 
1848.  He  was  made  head  of  the  provisional  government  estab- 
lished by  the  insurgents,  but  that  government  was  overthrown 
and  Kossuth  fled  the  country.  After  vainly  endeavoring  to 
interest  the  governments  of  England  and  the  United  States  in 
the  movement  for  Hungarian  independence,  he  took  up  his 
residence  in  Italy.  He  forfeited  his  rights  as  a  citizen  of 
Hungary  by  his  prolonged  stay  abroad. 

291.  Have  these  rights  been  now  restored  to  him  ? 

No,  the  bill  mentioned  was  known  to  be  disapproved  of  by 
Emperor  Francis  Joseph,  and  when  it  had  served  its  purpose 
by  removing  the  great  Liberal  leader  from  the  cabinet,  it  was 
tabled  indefinitely;  that  is,  thrown  aside  altogether. 

292.  Who  was  Herr  von  Tisza's  successor  ? 

Count  von  Szaparry,  formerly  minister  of  agriculture,  who, 
though  known  to  be  a  man  of  ability,  has  his  reputation  as  a 
diplomat  and  statesman  still  to  make. 

293.  What  can  you  say  of  the  situation  of  political  parties 
in  Bohemia?     v.  ix,  pp.  127,  181. 

There  are  two  parties  in  the  province,  the  Germans  and  the 
Czechs,  who,  divided  in  national  prejudice,  language,  and  cus- 
toms, are  very  antagonistic  to  each  other.  In  the  elections  of 
1889,  the  German  party  was  badly  worsted,  the  Czechs  secur- 
ing a  very  large  majority  of  the  members  of  the  provincial 
diet.  When  this  body  convened,  the  Germans,  finding  them- 
selves so  greatly  outnumbered,  declined  to  take  a»y  part  in  its 
sessions,  and  ihe  Czechs  then  promptly  declared  their  seats 
vacated,  by  their  absence  without  leave.  Legislation  being 
altogether  blocked  by  the  turbulence  thus  caused,  a  conference 
of  delegates  from  the  two  parties  was  held  in  Vienna  in  Janu- 
ary, wherein  all  differences  were  reconciled  by  the  diplomatic 
tact  of  Count  Taafe,  the  Austrian  premier,  who  presided  over 
the  meeting. 

294.  What  important  plan  of  the  Czechs  is  favored  by  the 
Austrian  cabinet? 
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The  re-establishment  of  Bohemia,  as  an  integral  part  of  the 
Austrian  empire,  and  the  crowning  of  Francis  Joseph  as  its 
king,  just  as  he  has  been  crowned  king  of  Hungary.  This 
proposition,  brought  forward  by  the  Czechs  in  the  Bohemian 
diet  in  November,  1889,  was  rejected  by  a  vote  of  113  to  37, 
but  its  advocates  have  not  yet  given  it  up. 


CARLOS  I, 
King  of  Portugal. 

LCarlos  I  was  born  in  1863,  the  son  of  King  Luis  I  and  a  daughter  of 
Vicior  Emmanuel  of  Italy.  In  1886  he  was  married  to  a  daughter  of 
the  count  of  Paris.] 

295.  What  change  has  there  been  in  the  government  of 
Portugal  during  the  year  ?  v.  ix,  p.  193, 
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King  Luis  I,  ruler  of  Portugal  since  1861,  died  Oct.  19,  1889. 
He  was  succeeded  by  his  son,  Carlos  I. 

296.  What  circumstance  has  caused  Portugal  to  occupy  an 
unusually  prominent  place  in  the  dispatches  this  year?  v.  ix, 
pp.  211,  235. 

A  quarrel  with  England  concerning  the  African  possessions 
of  the  two  countries.  The  trouble  began  with  the  Delagoa 
bay  railway  complication.  This  was  followed  by  an  attempt 
to  annex  territory  on  the  Zambesi  river,  in  order  to  forestall 
the  claims  of  the  British  South  African  company.  Then  came 
an  altogether  unwarranted  invasion,  by  a  Portuguese  officer, 
Major  Serpa  Pinto,  of  British  African  territory.  England 
now  interfered,  demanding  of  the  Portuguese  government  a 
repudiation  of  the  officer's  action. 

297.  How  did  Portugal  meet  this  demand  ?  v.  x,  pp.  6,  15, 
41. 

In  view  of  the  terrible  popular  indignation  caused  by  Eng- 
land's imperious  attitude  in  the  matter,  a  strenuous  effort  was 
made  to  have  the  difference  settled  by  the  arbitration  of  the 
other  European  powers.  This,  however,  was  not  successful, 
and  the  Portuguese  government  was  compelled  to  accept  the 
full  humiliation  of  the  situation  and  surrender  its  claims  en- 
tirely to  England. 

298.  What  was  the  most  important  event  of  the  year  in 
Spanish  history?  v.  x,  pp.  7,  65,  126. 

The  removal  of  Senor  Sagasta  from  the  premiership,  which 
he  had  held  since  1885. 

299.  What  circumstances  led  to  this  change  ? 

The  premier's  advocacy  of  free-trade  principles,  in  the  face  of 
a  growing  sentiment,  among  the  members  of  the  cortfts,in  favor 
of  protection  ;  also,  his  plan  for  establishing  universal  suf- 
frage, which  the  majority  of  his  cabinet  refused  to  support. 

300.  When  was  the  change  made,  and  who  became  pre- 
mier? 

Recognizing  the  strength  of  the  opposition,  Sagasta  offered 
his  resignation  in  January,  soon  after  the  cortes  met;  but  as 
his  opponents  were  then  unable  to  get  together  a  cabinet,  he 
returned  to  office  at  the  queen's  request.  In  July,  however, 
some  merely  trivial  matter  brought  out  a  vote  of  want  of  con- 
fidence in  the  administration,  and  all  the  ministry  promptly 
resigned.  A  new  cabinet  was  formed  with  Canovas  del  Cas- 
tillo, the  leader  of  the  Conservatives,  at  its  head. 

301.  What  can  be  said  of  Italian  affairs? 

Two  domestic  problems,  an  enormous  budget  deficiency, 
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and  a  serious  depression  in  agriculture  causing  an  excessive 
emigration  from  the  country,  have  given  the  government  con- 
siderable anxiety.  In  foreign  affairs,  the  state  has  been  more 
fortunate,  having  strengthened  herself  by  the  renewal  of  the 
triple  alliance,  and  having  increased  Italian  possessions  in 
Africa  through  a  treaty  with  the  king  of  Abyssinia. 


SENOR  SAGASTA. 

[Senor  Praxedes  Mateo  Sa^asta  was  born  in  1827,  and  was  educated 
for  an  engineer  at  Madrid.  He  joined  intlie  revolutionary  movements 
of  1856  and  1863,  and  was  compf^led  to  flee  the  countrv.  In  1870  he 
was  made  minister  of  state,  i^-ud  s  ibsoqu^ntly  held  other  cabinet  of 
lices.  He  was  made  premier  from  1-81  lo  1883,  and  was  again  given 
this  office  on  the  death  of  King  Alfonso  XII,  in  1885.1 

302.     What  of  the  situation  in  Belgium  ? 

The  continued  refusal  of  the  government  to  allow  the  ques- 
tion of  universal  suffrage  to  be  acted  upon  in  the  national 


QUESTIONS  FOR  THE  YEAR  1889-90.  73 

assembly,  has  produced  a  widpBspread  popular  disaffection, 
which  has  sought  frequent  demonstration  in  labor  riots  and 
strikes.  The  burning  oi  the  beautiful  royal  palace  at  Laeken, 
on  the  evening  of  Jan.  1, 1890,  was  ascribed,  and  no  doubt 
correctly,  to  the  enemies  of  the  government. 

303.  What  anniversary  was  recently  observed  in  Belgium  ? 

The  close  of  the  sixtieth  year  of  Belgian  independence,  and 
the  twenty-fifth,  anniversary  of  the  accession  of  King  Leopold, 
occurred  July  20,  1890,  and  was  fitly  celebrated. 

304.  What  important  international  gathering  was  held  in 
Brussels  in  1889-90  ?    v.  ix,  pp.  213,  224. 

A  conference  to  consider  ways  and  means  for  putting  an 
end  to  the  slave  trade  in  Africa. 

305.  What  nations  were  represented  at  this  gathering? 

All  the  Christian  nations,  Protestant  and  Catholic  alike, 
— except  the  United  States — and  the  three  Mahomedan  nations 
of  Turkey,  Persia  and  Zanzibar. 

306.  What  did  the  conference  accomplish  ?    v.  x.  p.  138. 

It  was  in  session  for  several  months.  Though  it  could  not 
of  course  compel  the  adoption  of  any  laws  directly  against  the 
slave-trade,  it  secured  an  important  result  in  the  assent  of  the 
powers  to  needed  measures  of  protection  for  the  native  African 
races,  in  restricting  the  sale  of  firearms  and  intoxicating  liq- 
uors among  them. 

307.  What  did  the  conference  especially  recommend  to  the 
countries  holding  African  territory  ? 

The  establishment  of  garrisoned  stations  through  the  inter- 
ior of  Africa,  connected  by  railways.  It  is  admitted  that  the 
difficulties  of  transportation  in  that  country  furnish  an  excuse 
for  the  employment  of  slaves,  to  convey  goods  from  place  to 
place.  The  substitution  of  the  railway  therefore  for  the  over- 
land caravan,  would  take  the  profit  out  of  the  slave  trade,  and 
of  course  destroy  it. 

308.  What  signs  are  there  that  this  fortunate  change  is  not 
very  far  distant  ?  v.  x,  p.  167. 

No  less  than  five  railway  lines  into  the  heart  of  Africa  have 
already  been  projected.  Of  these,  two,  the  road  around  the 
cataracts  of  the  Congo  from  Vivi  to  Stanley  Pool,  and  that 
from  Mombasa,  on  the  east  coast,  to  Victoria  Nyanza,  have 
already  been  begun.  The  first  of  these  is  to  be  constructed  by 
means  of  Belgian,  the  second  by  British,  capital.  Great  Brit- 
ain has  also  planned  a  railroad  from  Suakin  on  the  Red  sea, 
to  Berber  on  the  Nile ;  France  is  all  ready  to  begin  one  from 
the  Mediterranean  coast,  across  Sahara,  to  Lake  Tchad,  in  the 
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country  of  the  upper  Niger ;  and  Germany  has  planned  to 
build  one  from  Bagamoyo  to  Dar-es  Sulaam,  with  cable  con- 
nection to  Zanzibar. 

309.  What  actions  of  the  Mahometan  powers  show  the  good 
efifect  of  calling  the  attention  of  the  world  to  the  atrocities  of 
the  slave  trade?  v.  x,  pp.  17,  145. 


HENRY  M.  STANLEY. 


[Henry  M.  Stanley  was  born  in  Wales,  in  1841.  He  went  to  the 
United  States,  where  he  served  in  the  confederate  and  alterwards  in 
the  union  army.  After  tiie  \^ar  he  became  a  reporter  for  the  New 
York  Herald,  and  was  sent  as  war  correspondent  with  the  British  ex- 
pedition to  Abyssinia.  Subsequently  he  was  sent  to  Pc  sia  and  India. 
In  1871  Stanley  was  sent  to  find  Livingstone,  and  in  1876-77  crossed  the 
continent  of  Africa  and  explored  the  Congo  river.  In  1879  he  was  given 
command  oi  an  expedition,  sent  by  the  king  of  the  Belgians,  to  estab- 
Hsh  posts  ( u  the  ('cngo,  and  was  male  governor  of  the  Congo  free 
State  so  founded.] 
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Early  in  the  year  1890,  the  Turki8h  government  promul- 
gated a  law  positively  prohibiting  the  ''  commerce,  entry  and 
passage  '^  of  black  slaves  in  the  Turkish  empire  and  its  depen- 
dencies. Also,  in  the  latter  part  of  1889,  the  sultan  of  Zanzi- 
bar, issued  a  decree  prohibiting  the  importation  ol  slaves  into 
his  country,  and  another  royal  order  in  A  usjust,  1890,  abol- 
i.shed  all  slave  depots  and  positively  prohibited  the  sale  of 
s'aves  in  Zanzibar. 

309.  Who  is  the  present  sultan  of  Zanzibar  ? 

Said  All  ben  Said,  who  succeeded  as  ruler  on  the  death  of 
his  brother,  Khalif  ben  Said,  in  January,  1890. 

310.  What  important  expedition  was  brought  to  a  fortun- 
ate close  in  the  latter  part  of  1889  ? 

The  expedition  of  Henry  M.  Stanley  to  relieve  Emin  Pasha, 
the  governor  of  the  equatorial  province  of  the  Soudan,  which 
arrived  safely  at  the  east  coast  early  in  December,  1889. 

311.  In  making  our  annual  review  of  events,  one  year  ago, 
we  gave  the  latest  news  then  received  from  the  Stanley  expe- 
dition, bearing  date  August,  1888.  Give  briefly  the  concluding 
history  of  the  expedition,    v.  ix,  pp.  204,  212. 

On  the  arrival  at  the  Nyanza  a  third  time,  in  January,  1889, 
Stanley  learned  that  Emin's  province  had  been  invaded  by  the 
mahdi,  that  his  people  had  revolted,  and  that  the  pasha  with 
his  aid,  Capt.  Jephson,  was  a  prisoner.  The  captives  were 
aided  to  escape,  and  joined  Stanley  on  the  south  side  of  the 
Nyanza  Departure  for  the  coast  was  delayed  for  some  time, 
owing  to  Emin's  unwillingness  to  leave  his  people,  in  spite  of 
the  ingratitude  they  had  shown,  at  the  mercy  of  their  enemies. 
However,  the  return  march  was  begun  April  10,  and  Mpwap- 
wa,  a  station  of  the  German  East  African  company,  where  first 
direct  communication  could  be  made  with  the  civilized  world, 
was  reached  Nov.  20. 

312.  What  unfortunate  accident  happened  to  Emin,  before 
the  expedition  reached  the  coast  ? 

On  the  day  of  the  arrival  of  the  party  at  Bagomoyo,  Dec.  5, 
he  fell  from  an  upper  window,  receiving  injuries  that  were  at 
first  thought  to  be  fatal.  Under  good  surgical  care,  however, 
he  recovered. 

313.  What  did  he  then  do  ? 

He  joined  the  German  service,  and  soon  after  started  with 
an  expedition  for  the  interior  of  Africa  again.  Mr.  Stanley 
went  to  Egypt  and  thence  to  England. 

314.  What  can  you  say  of  the  geographical  results  of  th© 
Stanley  expedition  ?  v.  x,  pp.  89,  98, 
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These  were  too  numerous  to  be  fally  noted  here,  but  among 
them  we  may  mention  the  discovery  of  a  large  lake,  which  the 
explorer  called  Lake  Albert  Edward  Nyanza  ;  of  the  famous, 
but  hitherto  almost  mythical,  Mountains  of  the  Moon ;  and 
the  location  of  several  hitherto  almost  unknown  tribes,  the 


EMIN  PASHA. 

IDr.  Schnitzler,  who  assumed  the  name  of  Emin  when  he  professed 
conversion  to  the  faith  of  Islam,  is  an  Austrian  by  birth  and  education. 
He  is  about  fifty  years  of  age.  He  is  a  great  linguist,  speaking  Turkish, 
Arabic,  German,  French,  Italian  and  English,  as  well  as  the  negro 
dialects  of  his  province.  He  was  appointed  govei  nor  of  the  Equator- 
ial Province  by  Gen.  Gordon  in  1878,  when  Gordon  was  governor  gen- 
eral of  the  Soudan.  Cutoff  from  communication  from  Egypt  by  the 
Mahdi's  rebellion  of  1881,  Emin  Pasha  maintained  himself  in  power  by 
his  personal  Influence.  Fearing  the  invasion  of  his  province  by  the 
tribes  of  the  Soudan,  he  petitioned  Egypt  for  relief,  ana  it  was  for  this 
purpose  the  Stanley  expedition  was  organized.] 
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most  remarkable  of  these  being  the  dwarf  tribes,  the  pigmies 
of  the  ancient  historians. 

315.  What  German  expedition  has  made  its  way  into  central 
Africa  and  back  again?  v.ix,  p.  205  ;  v.  x,  pp.  88,  105. 

That  of  Dr.  Peters.  This  expedition  was  sent  out  in  the 
summer  of  1889,  ostensibly  to  aid  in  the  relief  of  Emin.  It  was 
believed  later,  however,  that  its  real  object  was  simply  to  ex- 
tend German  inflaence  among  the  interior  tribes  of  Africa. 


THE  SCENE  OF  STANLEY'S  DISCOVERIES. 

316.  What  scheme  did  Dr.  Peters  adopt  to  enable  him  to 
carry  out  this  purpose  ? 

He  had  a  story  sent  to  the  coast  early  in  November,  to  the 
effect  that  he  and  all  his  command  had  been  murdered.  This 
story  was  accepted  as  true  for  six  months  or  more  ;  meanwhile 
the  explorer  was  quietly  pushing  his  way  inland,  making 
treaties  in  the  German  interest  with  all  the  native  chiefs  he 
met.  Having  reached  and  made  a  circuit  of  Victoria  Nyanza, 
he  returned  again  to  the  coast. 

317.  What  other  German  explorer  deserves  notice? 
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Capt.  WissmanD,  who  made  several  expeditions  from  Zanzi- 
bar inland,  and  succeeded  in  quelling  some  of  the  most  lawless 
and  troublesome  tribes  in  eastern  Africa-  Both  Wissmann 
and  Peters  are  now  in  Germany  again,  but  are  likely  to  re- 
turn to  Africa  in  the  interest  of  the  German  company. 

318.  What  difficulty  seemed  threatened  by  the  enterprise 
of  these  explorers? 

A  quarrel  with  England  concerning  the  boundaries  of  the 
respective  territory  of  the  two  countries  in  East  Africa.  This, 
however,  was  fortunately  arrested  by  negotiation,  and  a  mu- 


BARON  WISSMANN. 

tual  agreement  was  concluded,  whose  terms  were  given  to  the 
public  June  17. 

319.    Note  the  boundaries  thus  agreed  upon.     v.  x,  p.  117. 

A  line  stretching  from  the  mouth  of  the  Bokuraon  the  west 
shore  of  Lake  Victoria  Nyanza,  to  the  mouth  of  the  Kilambo 
on  the  south  shore  of  Lake  Tanganyika,  marks  the  boundary 
line  between  the  English  and  the  German  spheres.  North  and 
^ast  of  this  line  Germany  holds  the  territory  to  the  coast, 
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— with  the  exception  of   Zanzibar,  to  which  an  English  pro- 
tectorate is  granted— to  a  line  drawn  from  the  north  shore  of 


Map  Showing  English,  Geeman  and  Portuguese  Pos- 
sessions. 
the  Victoria  lake,  touching  the  Kilima  Njaro  mountains  and 
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[Sir  Francis  de  Winton  was  born  in  1835.  He  entered  the  royal 
artillery  in  1854,  served  in  the  Crimean  war,  and  received  several  honors 
for  his  conduct  therein.  He  has  held  various  important  positions  in 
the  war  department  and  in  the  diplomatic  service.  He  was  made  a 
colonel  in  1885.  In  1884  he  entered  the  service  of  the  king  of  the  Bel- 
gians, president  of  the  new  Congo  free  state,  and  during  the  absence 
of  H.  M.  Stanley  in  1885-6  he  was  administrator -general  of  the  state. 


SIR  FEANCIS  DE  WINTON. 


In  1887-8  Sir  Francis  was  sent  by  the  British  government  to  the  east 
coast  of  Africa,  and  the  following  year  was  sent  as  commissioner  to 
Swaziland  to  settle  the  difficulties  there.  He  was  the  most  active  mem- 
ber of  the  Emin  Pasha  relief  commission.! 
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thence  going  south-easterly  to  the  coast.  The  islands  on  the 
coast  of  Zanzibar  were  ceded  to  England  and  in  return  for 
these  privileges  Germany  received  the  island  of  Heligoland,  in 
the  North  sea,  as  vp^e  have  elsev^here  noted. 

320.  How  were  the  objections  of  France  to  the  terms  of 
this  agreement  silenced  ?    v.  x,  pp.  126,  138,  146. 

Great  Britain  confirmed  the  French  protectorate  over  Mada- 
gascar, acd  agreed  to  the  extension  of  French  dominion  in 
western  Africa  from  Algeria  and  Senegal  to  the  Niger  river. 
Four-fifths  of  the  country  between  the  Sahara  and  the  Gulf  of 
Guinea  is  thus  placed  under  British  administration. 

321.  What  were  the  terms  of  the  final  agreement  between 
England  and  Portugal  over  their  African  territory  ?  v.  x,  pp. 
147,  157. 

Portugal  was  given  a  wide  strip  of  territory  south  of  the 
Zambesi,  with  several  important  stations  on  that  river,  and  a 
part  of  Amatongaland.  This  cession  includes  all  the  district 
known  to  the  Portuguese. as  Hinterland  from  Angola  south- 
ward. It  was  stipulated  that  Portugal  should  not  transfer  her 
rights  in  any  part  of  this  territory  to  another  power  without 
England's  consent. 

322.  What  European  country  has  made  provision  for  the 
purchase  of  the  Congo  free  state?    v.  x,  p.  137. 

Belgium  has  made  arrangements  to  loan  25,000,000  francs 
in  installments  to  that  state,  on  agreement  that  she  may  an- 
nex the  state  at  the  end  of  ten  years,  with  all  its  properties 
and  rights.  King  Leopold,  who  has  invested  much  of  his 
private  fortune  in  the  Congo  state,  has  transferred  all  his 
rights  there  to  Belgium. 

323.  What  plan  has  England  adopted  for  governing  her 
possessions  in  East  Africa  ? 

Through  a  commercial  company,  as  India  was  managed  by 
the  East  India  company.  The  gentleman  chosen  to  conduct 
the  affairs  of  the  British  East  African  company,  is  Sir  Francis 
de  Winton,  a  man  of  high  ability,  and  considerable  experience 
in   African  affairs. 

324.  What  accession  of  territory  has  Italy  received  in  Africa 
by  treaty  with  Menelek,  the  Abyssinian  king?  v.  ix,  p. 
192. 

She  secured  the  occupation  of  the  Bogos  country,  just  north 
of  Tigre,  the  most  northern  of  the  three  provinces  of  Abys- 
sinia. 

325.  How  have  the  aggressions  of  the  Mahdi  and  the  der- 
vishes in  the  Soudan,  been  checked  this  year  ? 
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By  a  ttrrible  famine,  which  has  carried  off  already  many 
thousands  of  the  people. 

326.  What  arrangement  has  been  made  concerning  the 
Egyptian  debt?     v.  ix,  p,  228;  v.  x,  p.  104. 

The  financial  condition  of  that  country  having  become  much 
more  stable  through  England's  administration,  it  was  propo- 
sed to  convert  her  debt,  which  had  borne  an  interest  of  five 
per  cent,  into  bonds  having  a  lower  rate  of  interest.  The  op- 
position of  France  prevented  this  very  desirable  change  for 
some  time,  but  at  last  in  May,  1890,  it  was  agreed  that  five  of 
the  largest  loans  should  be  thus  converted,  on  the  stipulation 
that  no  farther  conversion  shall  be  made  for  fifteen  years, 
and  that  all  funds  saved  through  the  change  are  to  be  paid  for 
the  further  reduction  of  the  debt. 

327.  Have  there  been  any  wars  in  Africa  during  the  year? 

France  has  been  waging  a  fight  with  the  King  of  Dahomey 
for  some  months,  which  is  not  yet  concluded.  The  Sultan  of 
Morocco  hashad  a  rebellion  on  his  hands  which  he  has  j  ust  suc- 
ceeded in  quelling,  and  the  new  king  of  Abyssinia  has  spent 
some  time  and  much  ammunition  in  proving  to  the  other 
chiefs  of  his  country  his  right  to  be  chief  ruler.  Otherwise, 
not  taking  into  account  the  struggles  of  explorers  with  savage 
tribes,  the  dark  continent  has  been  at  peace,  the  old  confiictin 
the  Soudan  having  been  checked,  as  we  have  said,  by  a  fam- 
ine that  has  proved  more  deadly  than  many  wars. 

328.  What  difficulties  in  western  Asia  have  threatened  a 
war  that  might  involve  several  European  countries? 

The  troubles  in  Armenia.  This  country  is  under  Turkey, 
and  is  shamefully  misgo \rerned,  the  Christian  population  being 
robbed,  imprisoned,  even  murdered,  at  the  caprice  of  the  Turk- 
ish officials  and  the  lawless  Kurds.  Turkey,  fearing  interven- 
tion on  the  part  of  the  powers,  or  an  armed  invasion  of  Rus- 
sia in  defence  of  the  Christians,  has  promised  and  ordered 
reforms,  but  they  have  not  yet  been  carried  out. 

329.  What  has  been  doing  in  Afghanistan  ?    v.  x,  p.  159. 

In  the  summer  of  1889,  Ameer  Abdurrahman  went  over  in- 
to Turkestan  where  a  rebellion  headed  by  his  cousin,  Ishak 
Khan,  had  just  been  quelled.  He  spent  a  year  there  execu- 
ting all  the  rebels  he  could  capture,  and  arranging  the  civil 
administration  of  the  province.  His  son  held  the  reins  of 
government  in  Cabul  during  the  ameer's  absence. 

330.  What  two  noteworthy  expeditions  are  now  in  progress 
through  Central  Asia? 

That  of  Col.  Pevtsow,  who  took  charge  of  the  Russian  ex- 
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pedition  into  Thibet,  when  its  originator  and  leader,  Gen. 
Prejevalsky,  died  in  1888;  and  the  expedition  of  M.  Bonva- 
lot,  a  French  traveler,  who,  in  company  with  one  of  the  young 
Bourbon  princes,  and  a  small  band  of  assistants,  is  making  an 
overland  journey  across  the  Chinese  empire,  from  Russia  to 
Tonquin. 

331.  What  has  been  accomplished  on  the  Russian  railway 
across  Siberia? 

No  late  intelligence  has  located  the  actual  advance  of  the 
road,  but  it  is  known  that  it  is  making  good  progress.  A  con- 
cession has  lately  been  secured  by  the  road  from  the  Chinese 
government  permitting  the  construction  of  a  branch  line,  over 
the  border  into  Manchuria. 

332.  Has  any  thing  been  done  toward  constructing  rail- 
roads in  China? 

The  emperor  was  so  much  pleased  with  the  working  of  the 
short  road  built  in  1888,  from  Tien-Sin  to  Tang- San,  that  he 
issued,  in  the  summer  of  1889,  an  order  for  the  extension  of 
this  line  and  the  building  of  others.  Soon  after  this,  an  ancient 
sacred  building  in  Shanghai,  known  a^  the  temple  of  heaven, 
was  burned.  A  strong  political  party  had  opposed  the  railway 
innovation,  and  this  professed  to  regard  the  burning  of  the 
temple  as  a  warning  from  the  gods,  and  contrived  to  work  to 
such  an  extent  on  the  superstitious  fears  of  the  people,  that 
the  emp*eror  felt  obliged,  some  months  later,  to  rescind  his 
decree,  and  postpone  indefintely  the  building  of  the  rail- 
ways. 

333.  What  famous  Chinese  statesman  has  recently  died  ? 
V.  X,  p.  75. 

The  Marquis  Tseng,  who  was  minister  to  Great  Britain  and 
France  in  1879,  framed  the  Russo -Chinese  treaty  of  1880,  and 
the  treaty  between  France  and  China  in  1884.  He  died  April, 
12,  1890. 

334.  What  has  been  the  most  noteworthy  event  of  the 
year  in  Japan  ?     v.  x,  p,  147. 

The  first  election  under  the  new  constitution  promulgated  in 
February,  1889.  This  was  held  July  1,  1890.  It  was  conduc- 
ted quietly  and  honestly,  and  is  recorded  as  a  success  well 
worthy  the  emulation  of  the  more  enlightened  constitutional 
countries  of  the  Occident. 

335.  What  is  the  news  from  Australia  ? 

February  6,  1890,  a  conference  met  in  Melbourne,  to  con- 
sider the  question  of  forming  a  federation  of  the  Australian 
states.     The  movement  in  favor  of  this  change  was  led  by  Sir 
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Henry  Parkes,  premier  of  New  South  Wales.  The  conference 
decided  in  favor  of  a  confederation,  and  adopted  a  resolution 
calling  a  convention  to  meet  in  January,  1891,  to  form  a  con- 
stitution for  the  government  of  the  united  colonies.  The  fed- 
eration plan  has  since  been  endorsed,  with  large  majorities,  in 
the  assembliesof  South  Australia  and  Victoria.  The  general 
prosperity  of  the  Australian  states  has  been  much  impaired 
recently  by  wide- spread  labor  strikes. 

336.  How  has  the  government  of  the  Samoan  islands  been 
strengthened  under  the  treaty  adopted  by  the  United  States, 
England  and  Germany,  in  1889? 

Malietoa  has  been  reinstated  as  king,  and  the  hitherto  rebel- 
lious tribes  under  Tamasese,  have  agreed  to  accept  the  tew 
regime.  A  lawyer  of  Stockholm,  Sweden,  has  been  appointed 
to  the  position  of  chief  justice  of  the  islands  under  the  treaty, 
which  gave  the  selection  of  this  officer  to  King  Oscar  of 
Sweden. 

337.  What  has  been  the  most  important  event  of  the  year 
in  South  America?  v.  ix,  pp.  207,  214. 

The  Brazilian  revolution,  by  which  the  imperial  govern- 
ment of  that  country  was  overthrown  and  a  republic  put  in 
its  place. 

338.  Who  was  the  emperor  of  Brazil  ? 

Dom  Pedro  II,  a  member  of  the  house  of  Braganza,  the  roy- 
al (amily  of  Brazil. 

339.  Were  there  any  causes  of  complaint  against  this  sove- 
reign ? 

None  whatever.  He  had  been  uniformly  just,  generous  and 
kind  in  administration,  and  during  his  reign  the  country  had 
made  great  advances  in  education  and  material  progress.  But 
the  emperor  was  an  old  man,  and  it  was  thought  that  his 
daughter,  who  was  to  succeed  him,  would  not  prove  so  wise  a 
ruler.  Her  action,  in  arbitrarily  freeing  the  slaves  by  procla- 
mation, during  her  period  of  regency,  in  1888,  gave  great 
offence  to  many. 

340.  How  was  the  revolution  conducted  ? 

It  was  not,  we  must  note,  a  popular  uprising.  The  disaffec- 
tion against  the  imperial  family  existed  in  particular  classes, 
rather  than  among  the  people  at  large.  The  disaffected  ones 
managed  to  enlist  the  chief  officials  of  the  army  on  their  side, 
which  rendered  the  change  in  the  government  an  easy  matter. 
The  army  simply  took  possession  of  the  government  buildings 
and  royal  residence,  and  proclaimed  a  republic,  with  Gen.  de 
Fonseca,  commander-in-chief  of  the  army,  provisional  presi- 
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dent ;  then  put  the  old  emperor  and  all  his  family  on  board  a 
ship,  and  sent  them  away,  forbidding  their  return  on  pain  ol 
death. 

341.    How  has  the  new  government  worked  ?  v.  ix,  pp.  217, 
234  ;  V.  X,  pp.  88,  111. 

Owing  to  a  strict  censorship  of  all  telegrams  and  news  sent 
from  the  republic,  our  information  concerning  Brazilian  his- 


DOM  PEDRO, 

The  Late  Emperor  of  Brazil. 

tory  since  the  revolution  has  been  very  meager.  It  is  known 
that  there  has  been  more  or  less  friction  in  administering  the 
new  government,  that  in  certain  districts  it  has  met  with  re- 
sistance, and  riots  have  been  frequent.     Nevertheless,  the  new 
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rulers  have  held  their  own,  a  convention  has  framed  a  consti- 
tution after  the  pattern  of  that  of  the  United  States,  and  a  gen- 
eral election  was  held  in  the  provinces,  September  15, 1890,  to 
ratify  this  constitution  and  choose  a  permanent  president 
under  it.  Whatever  may  be  the  fate  of  the  party  that  now 
controls  Brazilian  politics,  it  is  not  at  all  likely  that  a  mon- 
archy will  ever  be  reinstated  there. 

342.  What  other  South  American  country  has  had  a  revo- 
lution? V.  X,  p.  136. 

The  Argentine  republic,  wherein  grave  mismanagement  of 
the  government  finances  brought  about  a  monetary  panic,  and 
a  rebellion  against  the  president,  Juarez  Celman,  who  had  been 
in  office  since  1886.  He  was  compelled  to  resign,  and  the  vice- 
president,  Dr.  Pelligrini,  was  chosen  to  succeed  him. 

343.  What  important  railways  are  in  process  of  construc- 
tion in  South  America  ?  v.  ix,  p.  180 ;  v.  x,  p.  16. 

The  Transandean  railway,  to  go  from  Buenos  Ay  res  in  the 
Argentine  Republic,  to  Valparaiso,  Chili,  has  been  in  progress 
i'or  a  number  of  years,  and  less  than  one  hundred  miles  of  its 
distance  of  871  miles, remain  to  be  built.  The  tunnel  through  the 
Andes,  over  three  miles  long  and  10,450  feet  above  sea  level,  is 
nearly  complete.  Another  railway  has  been  planned  from  Car- 
tagena, on  the  coast  of  Colombia,  to  go  along  the  eastern  side 
of  the  Andes,  and  connect  in  Peru  with  the  transandean  line. 

344.  What  important  road  has  been  completed  in  Mexico  ? 
V.  X,  p.  85. 

The  right  arm  of  the  Mexican  Central  railway,  connecting 
the  great  central  line  at  Aguascalientes,  with  the  sea  port  of 
Tampico  on  the  gulf  of  Mexico,  was  completed  March  30, 
1890. 

345.  Is  there  any  prospect  of  a  renewal  of  the  Panama 
canal  project?  v.  ix,  p.  186  ;  v.  x,  pp.  35,  85. 

The  French  commission  employed  to  investigate  it,  were  of 
opinion  that  with  some  change  of  plan,  and  an  extension  of 
time,  the  project  was  still  feasible,  if  funds  for  it  could  be 
raised.  The  commission  has  petitioned  the  Colombian  gov- 
ernment for  a  six  years^  prolongation  of  its  concessions,  which 
will  very  probably  be  granted. 

346.  How  is  the  Nicaragua  canal  progressing? 

Not  as  rapidly  as  was  at  first  expected.  Still,  the  survey  of 
the  entire  route  is  nearly  complete,  and  actual  construction  is 
in  progress,    the  first  sod  having  been   turned   October   22, 

1889. 
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347.  What  was  the  plan  for  a  Central  American  federation, 
and  why  was  it  defeated  ?  v.  ix,  p.  202  ;  v.  x,  pp.  95,  127. 

The  plan  of  this  federation  was  formed  by  Gen.  Barrios, 
president  of  Guatemala,  in  1885.  His  death  in  1886  prevented 
the  completion  of  the  project,  but  it  was  taken  up  by  his 
successor.  President  Barrillas.  A  diet  was  held  in  the  fall  of 
1889,  at  which  delegates  from  all  the  Central  American  states 
were  present,  which  adopted  a  constitution  for  the  federation, 
to  be  laid  before' all  the  legislatures  of  the  states.  All  these 
assemblies  accepted  this  document,  although  it  was  known 
that  the  people,  especially  in  the  smaller  states  of  Honduras 
and  Salvador,  were  much  opposed  to  the  federation  plan. 

348.  How  did  this  opposition  culminate?  v.  x,  pp.  127, 136. 

In  a  military  revolt  in  Salvador,  July  4, 1890.  This  revolt 
was  headed  by  Gen.  Ezeta,  commander  of  the  army.  Presi- 
dent Menendez  was  deposed  and  put  to  death,  and  Ezeta  was 
proclaimed  provisional  president.  Guatemala  then  sent  a  force 
across  the  border  to  punish  the  insurgents,  and  a  war  followed. 

349.  How  loijg  did  this  war  last?  v.  x,  p.  158. 

Ooly  a  few  weeks;  the  intercession  of  the  Spanish  and 
United  States  ministeri  at  Salvador  securing  the  conclusion  of 
a  peace  protocol,  Aug.  20,  1890.  The  Salvadorian  troops  were 
then  disarmed,  and  soon  after  Gen.  Ezeta  was  peaceably  elected 
as  president. 

350.  What  incident  occurred  j  ust  after  the  conclusion  of 
terms  of  peace?     v.  Xj  p.  168. 

What  is  known  as  the  ''Barrundia  incident.'^  Aug.  29, 
Gen.  Barrundia,  one  of  the  revolutionary  leaders,  who  was  a 
Guatemalan  but  had  been  exiled  from  that  country  for  in- 
trigues against  the  government,  was  shot  by  Guatemalan  of- 
ficials on  board  a  United  States  vessel  in  the  harbor  of  San 
Jose  de  Guatemala. 

351.  Why  is  it  possible  that  this  incident  may  have  im- 
portant consequences? 

The  officer  had  taken  refuge  on  a  United  States  vessel,  be- 
lieving himself  safe  there  from  seizure.  The  Guatemalan  au- 
thorities, however,  claimed  that  the  vessel  was,  while  in  port 
of  that  country,  fully  within  their  jurisdiction,  and  they  had 
procured  from  the  United  States  minister  an  order  demanding 
the  officer's  surrender.  The  man,  however,  attempted  re- 
sistance to  the  order,  and  was  therefore  shot.  Much  indigna- 
tion has  been  expressed  at  the  action  of  the  United  States 
minister  on  this  case. 

352.  What  important  law  has  recently  been  passed  in 
Mexico? 
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An  act  repealiDg  all  previous  laws  that  restrict  the  re- 
election of  a  president.  The  selection  of  a  "dictator  for  life," 
would  not  be  impossible  in  that  country  now,  should  the 
stronger  party  desire  it. 

353.  Has  there  been  any  recurrence  of  trouble  in  Hayti 
this  year? 

No,  the  overthrow  of  the  party  of  Legitime,  and  the  banish- 
ment of  its  leader  in  August,  1889,  seemed  to  quiet  the  turbulent 
elements  there.  Hippolyte  was  chosen  president,  and  his  ad- 
herents acquired  a  majority  in  the  next  assembly  election. 

354.  To  what  movements  of  the  world's  population  has  at- 
tention been  called  during  the  year? 

The  great  influx  of  Italians  fntothe  Argentine  Republic, 
a  movement,  likely,  if  carried  on  for  a  few  decades  more,  to 
make  Italians  aod  their  descendants  the  dominant  element 
of  the  population  of  that  country.  Also,  an  abandonment  of 
Iceland  by  the  natives,  the  Canadian  northwest  country  hav- 
ing absorbed  during  the  past  sixteen  months  or  so,  more  than 
a  quarter  of  the  population  of  that  chilly  island.  Of  even 
more  significance  is  the.  gradual  transfer  of  the  western  part 
of  Asia  Minor,  from  the  possession  of  the  Turks  who  have 
held  sway  there  for  <»enipries  into  that  of  Greeks  and  Jews 
*  rom  southern  Europe. 
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Contains  declamations  only.     160  pp.     Paper,  ^     ^^^ 

Little  People's  Speaker. 

For  children  under  ten  years  of  age.  100  pp.    Paper,      lb 

Young  Folks'  Dialogues. 

New  and  original.     120  pp.     Paper,    - 

Tommy's  First  Speaker. 

For  Little  Boys  and  Girls.    Edited  by  Tommy  Him-      ^^ 
SELF.    Boards,  -  -  "  "  " 

Favorite  Songs  and  Ballads.  ^^ 

With  Music     Paper,    -  -  "  " 

Choice  Dialogues. 

For  school  and  social  entertainment.     Paper,  ^" 

Home  Amusements. 

Containing  Acting   Ch  _ 

Parlor  Games,  Puzzles,  etc.     Paper, 

Child's  Own  Speaker. 

Recitations,  Motion  Songs,  etc.,  for  children  of  five      ^^ 
or  six  years  old.     Paper, 

Pritchard's  Choice  Dialogues.  ^^ 

For  all  ages.     Paper,     -  -  "  " 

Castle's  School  Entertainments. 

Original  and  selected  Recitations.    Paper,       - 

Friday  Afternoon  Speaker.  ^^ 

Well-known  and  popular, 

Friday  Afternoon  Dialogues.  ^^ 

Adaptable  and  Entertaining,    -  "  " 

Send  orders  to 

SCHOOL  HERALD  PUBLISHING  CO., 

185  Wabash  Ave.,  Chicago 


me  Mmubuiiicmo. 

Containing  Acting  Charades,^Shadow  Pantomimes,      ^^ 


Civil  Government  in  Theory 
and  Practice. 

Revised  Edition, 

A  comparative  view  of  all  "  the  powers  that  66,"  giving 
their  forms  of  executive  administration^  their  legislative 
machinery^  and  their  political  origin  and  history, 

Imhatile  as  a  Ur's  Ail. 

ktpatile  a:  a  M  Snl!. 

This  little  volume  may  truly  be  said  to  fill  a  long  felt  want.  It  fills  a 
place  which  no  book  liitherto  issued  has  ever  attempted  to  fill,  and 
supplies  a  need  which  every  teacher  of  history,  civil  government  or 
political  science  has  recognized.  It  gives  briefly  a  sketch  of  the  origin, 
basis  and  object  of  governments,  their  various  forms  in  different 
countries,  and  the  causes  of  these  variations,  defines  co-ordinate 
supreme  and  subordinate  powers  in  civil  governments  ;  then,  taking  up 
the  different  countries  of  the  world,  gives  an  outline  of  their  political 
systems,  their  limitations  of  executive  power,  mode  of  legislative 
action,  points  of  likeness  and  unlikeness,  through  the  entire  list  of 
federations,  unified  states,  despotisms,  dependent  and  component 
states,  and  the  state  governments  of  the  American  Union  and  of  the 
German  Empire. 

Every  high-school  or  college  student  should  have  this  book.  Every 
teacher  must  have  it.    Indispensable  in  class  room  and  library. 

PRICE,  75  CENTS. 

Concerning  this  book,  Prof.C.  W.  G.  Hyde,  of  St.  Cloud  Normal 
School,  Minn.,  writes  :  *'  In  one  respect  it  has  the  best  plan  of  any 
book  on  the  subject  I  have  ever  seen.  It  views  the  question  broadly, 
showing  how  the  notion  of  government  is  understood  in  all  parts  of 
the  world,  and  compares  the  ideas  which  obtain  in  the  monarchies  and 
republics  of  the  world  with  those  entertained  by  the  framers  of  our 
own  coistitution.  One  cannot  grasp  the  principles  underlying  our 
own  system  without  such  a  comparison. " 

Sent  with  the  School  Herald  for  $1.20. 
Scliool    Herald.    I^ixl>*   Oo.% 

185  WABASH  aV£    CHICAGO. 


A  History  of  1889. 


Being  the  bound  volume  of  the  School  Herald 
for  that  year. 

It  contains  the  most  direct,  most  intelligible  and  most  com- 
pact account  of  the  events  of  that  year  yet  in  the  market,  to  say 
nothing  of  its  conceded  accuracy  and  its  freedom  from  sectarian 
and  partisan  bias.  Adequately  indexed,  it  forms  the  most  con- 
venient as  well  as  the  cheapest  of  annual  cyclopedias,  and  by 
the  ordinary  student,  in  quest  of  facts  and  not  dissertations,  it 
will  be  found  preferable  to  any  annual  compendium  likely  to  be 
offered.  Fully  illustrated  with  maps  and  portraits.  Every 
School  Library  should  have  a  set  of  the  bound  volumes  of  the 
School  Herald,  as  for  reference  on  every  point  connected 
with  the  history  of  recent  years  they  are  unsurpassed. 


SPECIAL  OFFER 

To  Scliool  a/iidL    I*iil3lic  ILiil^raries. 

We  will  supply  volumes  IV,  V,  VI,  VII  and  VIII,  for  $5.00. 
Regular  price  of  each  volume  |1.50. 

Volume  IX,  history  of  1889,  bound  complete  in  January, 
1890.     Price  $1.50. 

SCHOOL  H£RALD  PUBLI8HIKG  CO., 

185  Wabash  avenue*  Chicago, 


Land  we  Live  in, 

UNITED  STATES  HISTORY. 

Part  If  Questions  and  Answers  on  the  early  history  of  our 
country.  Has  been  received  with  great  favor.  64  pages.  16mo 
Price  10  cents. 

Part  2f  Similar  to  Part  1,  but  covering  a  different  period 
of  history — that  from  the  formation  of  the  Union  to  the  Com- 
promise of  1850.     64  pages,    16mo.     Price  10  cents. 

Part  Sf  (now  ready)  brings  the  review  of  the  United  States 
history  up  to  the  present  time.  It  contains  a  more  explicit 
treatment  of  the  course  of  events  since  1850  than  the  school 
histories  venture  to  give,  but  its  statements  will  be  found  alto- 
gether trustworthy.  Nothing  of  importance  is  slurred  over. 
64  pages.     16mo.     Price  15  cents. 

JJi^^If  you  would  fit  yourself  to  perform  the  duties  of  a 
citizen,  study  the  history  of  your  country,  and  study  it  wisely, 
that  you  may  know  not  merely  the  barren  record  of  former 
events,  but  also  the  nature  and  origin  of  that  which  exists 
today. 

Prices  for  Use  in  Schools: 

No.  1.  or  No.  2.  No.  3. 


10  copies  -           -      $  .80 

20    ''       '  -               1.50 

50    **  -            -        3.00 

100  *'       -  -                5.00 


10  copies  -           -       $1.25 

20    ^'       -  -               2.25 

50    ^'  -            .         4.50 

100**       -  -                8  50 


Set  of  Land  we  Live  in,  Nos.  1,  2  and  3,  price  30  cents. 

50  sets         -  -  $8.50 

100  **    -  -  -    16.00 

SCHOOL  HERALD  PUBLISHING   CO.,  '^ 
185  Wabash  Ave.,  C^ica^Oi. 


10  sets         -  -         $2.40 

20    **    -  -  -     4.50 


MISCELLANEOUS  BOOKS. 

OOKT^INUED, 

The  Shot  heard  round  the  World. 

A  Pictorial  History  of  the  American  Revolution. 

200  illustratioES.    Cloth,  -  -  -  2  00 

A  Start  in  Life. 

By  J.  T.  Trowbridge.  A  story  for  boys.  Illustra- 
ted.    Cloth,       -  -  -  .  -  1  00 

Biding  his  Time 

By  J.  T.  Trowbridge.  One  of  the  best  stories  for 
boys  ever  written.     Cloth,        -  -  -  1  00 

Wonders  of  the  World. 

An  account  of  the  wonderful  things  in  the  natural 
world,  and  in  the  works  of  man.    Illustrated.    Cloth,  2  00 

Cyclopedia  of  Natural  History. 

By  Charles  C.  Abb  >tt,  L  L  D.  Complete  descrip- 
tion of  animal  life.  Full  of  interest  for  old  and 
young.  ^  €00  pp.,  500  illustrations.    Fine  Cloth,  1  00 

Talks  with   Homely  Girls. 

By  Frances  Smith,  Hints  on  health  and  beauty. 
Cloth,      ------  50 

Famous  Men  of  the  Revolution. 

By  Carroll  D.  Wright.  Containing  biographies 
of  all  the  noted  actors  in  the  struggle  for  liberty. 
Illustrated.     Fine  cloth,  -  -  -  2  00 

Webster's  Practical  Dictionary. 

Compact  and  useful.  634  pp.,  1400  illustrations. 
600,000  words.     Fine  cloth,       -  -  -  1  00 


fN.B. — See  Page  2  of  this  catalogue  for  combination 
offers  of  these  excellent  and  attr^tive  books  with  subscrip- 
tions to  the  School  Herald. 

Address  all  orders  to 

SCHOOL   HERALD    PUBLISHING    CO., 

185  Wabash  av.,  Chicago. 
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